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JOY

J. N. Darby:

“Joy unspeakable.” 1 Peter 1:8

Sing without ceasing, sing,

The Saviour’s present grace,
How all things shine

In light divine,

For those who've seen His face.

The thing that hinders our rejoicing is
not trouble, but being half and half. If in the
world his conscience reproaches the Christian,
if he meets spiritual Christians he is unhappy
there; in fact, he is happy nowhere.

Ours ought not to be a religion of regrets,
but a rejoicing of heart continually.

“Rejoice evermore: pray without ceasing;
in everything give thanks.” Closer connection
between these three than our souls are
wont to acknowledge. Joy will ever rise in
proportion to prayer and thanksgiving.

Where His will is there is happiness.
... Christ is my happiness ... but it is in the
path of His will that we find the enjoyment
of His love. ... Thus I find in Him a source of
profound and ineffable joy ... our treasure is
Himself.

I have been unspeakably happy lately,
yet as making me nothing in the thought of
being the object of God’s love; I had been
seeking right affections towards Him—all
right—but the thought that He loved me
flowed in on me in joy and peace; and peace
is a very deep thing, like a river.

I attach more importance to peace than
to joy. I should wish to see you habitually in

a joy more deep than demonstrative, but if
Jesus is at the bottom of your heart ... then
your joy will be deep.

Sorrow is a good thing, and makes God a
more abundant source of joy.

The true effect of real joy in the things
of God is to empty us of ourselves and to
make us think little of ourselves.

(Phil. iv. 4.) The apostle exhorts
Christians to rejoice: it is a testimony to the
worth of Christ.

“Would to God, that not only thou, but
all that hear me, were ... altogether such as
I am, except these bonds! “"What happiness
and what love (and in God these two things
go together) are expressed in these words! A
poor prisoner, aged and rejected, at the end
of his career he is rich in God. Blessed years
that he had spent in prison! He could give
himself as a model of happiness, for it filled
his heart.

(Phil. 3:18; 4:4.) If he even weeps over
many who call themselves Christians he always
rejoices in the Lord; in Him is that which
nothing can alter. This is not an indifference
to sorrow which hinders weeping, but it is
a spring of joy which enlarges when there
is distress, because of its immutability, and
which even becomes more pure in the heart
the more it becomes the only one, and it is
in itself the only spring that is infinitely pure.
When it is our only spring we thereby love
others. If we love them besides Him we lose
something of Him. When ...
from all other springs His joy remains in all
its purity, and our concern for others partakes
of this same purity.

we are weaned

Our woe is Thine, Lord Jesus!
Our joy is in Thy love;
But woe and joy all lead us

To Thee, in heaven above.
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Blessed is the people that know the joyful
sound: they walk, O Lord, in the light of Thy
Continence. In Thy name do they rejoice all
the day. -- Ps. 89:15,16

Light is sown for the righteous, and
gladness for the upright in heart. -- Ps.
47:11

I am the Light of the world: he that
followeth me shall not walk in the darkness,
but shall have the light of life. -- John 8:12

I will see you again, and your heart shall
rejoice, and your joy no one taketh away
from you. -- John 16:22

As sorrowful, yet always rejoicing. -- 2
Cor. 6:10

A father will always be eager to see his
children joyful. He does all that he can to
make them happy. Hence God also desires
that His children should walk before Him in
gladness of heart. He has promised them
gladness: He will give it. (Ps. 89:16,17;
Isa. 29:29; John 26:22; 1 Pet. 1:8) He has
commanded it: we must take it and walk in it
at all times. (Ps. 32:1; Isa. 12:5,6; 1 Thess.
5:16; Phil. 4:4)

The reason of this is not difficult to find.
Gladness is always the token that something
really satisfies me and has great value for me.

taad foyiulaess

Andrew Murray

More than anything else is gladness for what
I possess a recommendation of it to others.
And gladness in God is the strongest proof
that I have in God what satisfies and satiates
me, that I do not serve Him with dread, or
to be kept, but because He is my salvation.
Gladness is the token of the truth and the
worth of obedience, showing whether I have
pleasure in the will of God. (Deut. 28:47; Ps.
40:9; 119:11) It is for this reason that joy in
God is so acceptable to Him, so strengthening
to believers themselves, and to all who are
around the most eloquent testimony of what
we think of God. (Neh. 8:11; Ps. 68:4; Prov.
4:18)

In the Scriptures light and gladness are
frequently connected with each other. (Esth.
8:16; Prov. 13:9; 15:30; Isa. 60:20) It is so
in nature. The joyful light of the morning
awakens the birds to their song and gladdens
the watchers who in the darkness have
longed for the day. It is the light of God's
countenance that gives the Christian his
gladness: in fellowship with his Lord, he can,
and always will, be happy: the love of the
Father shines like the sun upon His children.
(Ex. 10:23; 2 Sam. 23:4; Ps. 36:10; Isa.
60:1,20; 1 John 1:5; 4:16) When darkness
comes over the soul, it is always through
one of two things, through sin or through
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unbelief. Sin is darkness, and makes dark.
And unbelief also makes dark, for it turns us
from Him, who alone is the light.

The question is sometimes put, Can
the Christian walk always in the light? The
answer of our Lord is clear, 'He that followeth
Me shall not walk in darkness.' It is sin,
the turning from behind Jesus to our own
way, that makes dark. But at the moment
we confess sin, and have it cleansed in the
blood, we are again in the light. (Josh. 7:13;
Isa. 58:10; 59:1,2,9; Matt. 15:14,15; 2 Cor.
6:14; Eph. 5:8,14; 1 Thess. 5:5; 1 John 2:10)
Or it is unbelief that makes dark. We look to
ourselves and our strength; we would seek
comfort in our own feeling, or our own works,
and all becomes dark. As soon as we look to
Jesus, to the fulness, to the perfect provision
for our needs that is in Him, all is light. He
says, 'l am the Light: he that followeth me
shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the
light of life." So long as I believe, I have light
and gladness. (John 12:36; 11:40; Rom.
15:13; 1 Pet. 1:8)

Christians, who would walk according to
the will of the Lord, hear what His word says:
'Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord.
Rejoice in the Lord always: again, I will say,
Rejoice." (Phil. 3:1; 4:3) In the Lord Jesus
there is joy unspeakable, and full of glory:
believing in Him, rejoice in this. Live the life
of faith: that life is salvation and glorious joy.
A heart that gives itself undividedly to follow
Jesus, that lives by faith in Him and His love,
shall have light and gladness. Therefore,
soul, only believe. Do not seek gladness; in
that case you will not find it, because you are
seeking feeling. But seek Jesus, follow Jesus,
believe in Jesus, and gladness shall be added
to you. 'Not seeing, but believing, rejoice
with joy unspeakable and full of glory.'
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Chris Kwan

Living Faith is courageous, tested
and fruitful

When raw gold is initially found in rock
it is full of impurities. The raw gold needs to
be refined in order to be useful. For example,
you can wear a gold ring on your finger but
you cannot wear a lump of unrefined gold
in a rock. How is gold refined? The gold
is refined in a furnace in extreme heat to
remove impurities. It is then refined again
in a crucible. The metal worker knows the
gold is pure when the molten gold takes on
a mirror like finish and they can see their
own face reflected in the gold. Our faith is
described as being more valuable than gold.
God refines our faith through difficulties and
challenges so that we can reflect His image
in our life.

Review of Daniel 1-2

Here we have read that King
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon had invaded
Judah and taken away the choice young men.
They were men from both royal and noble
families. They were described as men without
defect, handsome, showing aptitude for
learning, well informed, quick to understand
and qualified to serve in the king’s palace.
The King had them trained for three years
in the King’s college. Daniel and his three
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friends, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
were such men. In the first 2 chapters, we
find out how Daniel and his three friends
faith was tested:

Test 1 - The King assigned them food
and wine from the King's table that had
been offered to his idols. But Daniel and his
three friends purposed in their hearts not to
defile themselves with this food and wine
and instead keep themselves pure for God.
After 10 days of eating only vegetables and
drinking only water, they looked healthier
and better nourished then any of the other
young men who ate the royal food.

Test 2 - King Nebuchadnezzar had
a dream and couldn't remember it. He
commanded that all the wise men be executed
unless they told him his dream. When
Daniel found out what the king intended
to do, he urged his three friends to plead
for God’s mercy and revelation. That night
God revealed the mystery to Daniel (2:17),
enabling him to explain the dream to the king.
As they stepped out in faith, Daniel and his
three friends experienced God’s protection,
blessing and faithfulness.

Have you experienced God’s faithfulness
in your life? From these 2 tests, you can see
that Daniel and his three friends had faith
in God that was living. James 2:14 says that
faith without deeds is dead. Faith and deeds
are not separate or exclusive. Faith and deeds
need to work together in order for faith to be
living.

Division 1 — Nebuchadnezzar’s idol
and decree Daniel 3:1-7

In chapter two, King Nebuchadnezzar had
a dream about a dazzling statue, with a head
of pure gold, chest and arms of silver, belly
and thighs of bronze, legs of iron, feet partly
of iron and partly of clay and a rock that struck
the statue and became a huge mountain

that filled the earth. Daniel explained the
meaning of King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream
to him. However instead of worshipping the
true God, King Nebuchadnezzar made an idol
of gold three storeys high and three metres
wide. He decreed that when the music started,
everyone must bow down and worship the
idol or immediately be thrown into a flaming
furnace.

In Isaiah 44 and 46, people make idols,
thinking that these idols can save them from
their troubles, bring good fortune or give
them success. What does God says about
idols? In Exodus 20:4, God detests idols
because all glory, honour and praise belong
to Him because He alone is the true Creator.
In addition, God paid a high price to redeem
us from sin and death. Therefore we doubly
owe God our worship, honour and praise.
God describes Israel’s idolatory in the book
of Hosea as the vilest adultery.

Can Christian’s worship idols? No. 1
John 5:21 clearly says...."Dear children, keep
yourselves from idols.” Anything that are idols
must be put away - love of the world, the lust
of the eyes, the lust of the flesh, the pride
of life. Idols are man made god’s. They are
anything that takes glory from God, anything
that we put in the place of God, anything
that we trust in, rely upon or make dearer
to us than God. It could be wealth, health,
education, status, family, relationships or
even yourselves.

Division 2 — Living faith is courageous
Daniel 3:8-18

What did Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego do when they heard the king’s
decree. They could have hidden, they could
have run away, they could have obeyed on
the outside. But instead they defied the king.
Living faith is not hidden. It is a faith which
is visible. Living faith is not popular. The king



gave Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego a
chance to worship the idol. How would you
feel if you were brought before the most
powerful man on earth and ordered to obey?
Listen to what they said in v.17-18... “the
God we serve is able to save us ... and He
will rescue us from your hand. But even if
He does not, we will not serve your gods or
worship the image of gold you have set up.”

Living faith doesn’t depend on what
happens but it depends on trusting in God.
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego declared
that even if God did not rescue them they
were going to trust Him. This is faith and
deeds working together. Do you have a hidden
faith or living faith? Where is God calling you
to step out in faith to be a testimony for Him,
to identify yourself with Him?

Living faith is courageous. Living
faith trusts in God no matter what the
consequences from man.

Division 3 — Living faith is tested
Daniel 3:19-25

King Nebuchadnezzar was furious with
rage. In v.19. he ordered that the furnace
be made seven times hotter than usual.
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were bound
by the strongest soldiers and thrown into the
furnace. The furnace was so hot that these
soldiers died. Then King Nebuchadnezzar
looked into the furnace and saw the men
walking around unbound, and there was a
fourth man with them, who looked like the
Son of God. God didn’t just save them. He
was with them.

Why did God do this? Why did He test
their faith? In 1 Peter 1:6 it says that the
testing of our faith refines our faith, proves
our faith and brings praise, honour and glory
to the Lord. Remember the example of gold
being refined? Unrefined gold can’t be used.
God needs to refine our faith in order to use

us for His glory.

So faith is tested. Don’t be surprised if
you face difficulties and challenges. In Luke
22:31-32, Satan wanted to sift Simon Peter
like wheat. But Jesus said “I have prayed
for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail.”
In 1 Peter 5:8 we are told to... “be alert.
Your enemy the Devil prowls around like a
roaring lion looking for someone to devour.
Satan was the invisible hand behind King
Nebuchadnezzar and Satan is the invisible
hand behind the difficulties and trials in your
life that seek to pull you away from God.

But just as Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego experienced God’s help and
presence, God does not leave us on our own.
Just as Jesus prayed for Simon Peter, He is
praying for us and lives to intercede for us
(Hebrews 7:25). In Isaiah 43:1-3a, God tells
us not to be afraid because He has redeemed
us and He is with us even through difficulties
and trials.

A living faith is a faith which is
refined, tested and proven. Living faith
comes from knowing Jesus personally,
not just knowing about Him.

Division 4 — Living faith is contagious
Daniel 3:26-30

The king amazed, called Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego out of the fire. Not a
hair on their head was singed, their clothes
were not burnt and there was no smell of
fire on them. In fact the only thing that was
burnt up were their bindings. Their faith led
King Nebuchadnezzar to praise God. The
king acknowledged their faith was because
of God. The king made a decree that God's
name would be honoured. The testimony of
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego’s living
faith led King Nebuchadnezzar to praise and
honour God.
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How can you impact your friends, work
colleagues and family so that they come to
praise and honour God?

A living faith is a faith which is
contagious. Living faith brings the
fragrance of Christ to a dying world, it
is light and salt.

Conclusion:

A living faith is where faith and deeds
work together. The important thing is not
how big your faith is but WHO you put your
faith in. Living faith is absolute trust in God,
His life, His goodness, His Word. God did not
take Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego out
of the fiery trial, but instead He gave them
the courage to go through it and was with
them in the midst of that trial.

Living faith is courageous — don't be
ashamed of the gospel and your Lord. Identify
yourself with Him.

Living faith is tested — don’t be surprised
if you face difficulties and temptations. You
have an enemy who wants to devour you and
pull you away from the Lord. Put your faith
in God and trust in Him. Jesus is praying
for you. Just as precious metals need to be
refined so does our faith, so that it can shine
for God’s glory.

Living faith is contagious — Genuine faith
is obvious to non-believers.

“Be strong and courageous the Lord of
the ages holds all His little ones safe by His
side.”

fi BF B il
F7:2-17

7 4 i g
H, BRMUM
BINEE—
TR EL i
S O
H, fH R 2
KAl — k=
) T AE . fi 2
HITAE,
EAREE RN
Ayl . A2
o] £33 Hi BE H-
XA g IR
We 2 Jh&#s
W R MO
(IR TR =S
5  . WEA TR LR iE AR E,
VF—JFaf b X B L BN 8 RIS T e A A2
RAEE, WXROMRZHCHHEL. =R
ESL RN EE, HEMEAE D, B
WARAEF. WLRKH —ANFFHEF Ak
oK 25 B i . B DA dh A O SR 21 4 Y T AT AE
HR UG IE W E T i (8555 . (HIE IR
FIFF . Wik 2 — R R B M T AT . A
RANBIH S, fib g i A Re A= & 1 5 8 )
ETFH. “LERUMEREGEET. ” #E
NS, ikt F WA it A A Sk 78 2%
g, X Sk B A A 2 A, AN A
e & RS, MA — .. BRI A
Tio O AR R, R R AN B — AN A I ES L
LG EEF M ORI AE, ESE N sE
THAZ, WAFNECR —NILT, WE N
RK—=MILF. WRMEH—NILT, BEEX
NILTFEBRG , ik e E — A H MR
M. PFEXFEGOEER#ES, A S T i
WOREE, &g T R AN A L.

EFRU Rl TR P S U GRS RS2 DN
S8 A DURIAR BL & 22 5 £ 22 . R A K 4% w] A
MELZIL, IRAEME. ANKAWIRAE &
1, fERORHBEL. AEHNDILT




% AT EAREME R, (BT RS SE,
ariE A, HE DL N HAS T B T AT %
BRES o (H 2 RUEE B AR KRR A M B b s g T
A MAZAEUMPEATK K, £ 558
Yo R BEAEHA A T T AT OR . BRI AR S
NG R Ah. 7

HCRE B /N it AT — i 45 R R 1 A
A ) e ) I G gl 3 TR H- o 3 A S TR
AT AT HHE W L2 RN =5 e ? Al
FEEMAT R G - MEBRKAR? AR
e b & i, E WITEREEE T At
IIBEUL: URATTIAS BE (R 3 R i 1 2 2 i
i, /AT ERE. MEE AT AREE
M DR DA Al I R L A T AT

B E R B A S M2 5, Ht It
(K038 A% 45 fRE B o HCRE B AR RO 3t 4 1 135 A%
i DA A . AL 204, R A SR B L
TENUEINERTEE . 2 MEEEEd
{00 A TR0 £ A )L e g e, R R AN B —
NG R 24— F B By, AR R 1
BARRUEIT 1718 TTHIK B — R, — 1 5 At 43
TR HPRAFE AL I, PR 4R i
PR B TAR o Fn R X R 0 AR ? &
IR -CER WA K.

FE—, WUEMIEEEUETIAFLIIRGFIH
fir

MR B AR X 204E ), — ELAEAL PEA YA .
MANEEX, BEEX, WURT - EE8H
o AR 1 2K AT N A% 35 I 2 A 1
E, A ERAT A AR A AT B Ak T,
FER AR S0 R B A AR AT
WA amARIE, [JOEN, thaed FRANMHHE
A, SERELEIRATTM B AR AE K OV RATTE T
B ST Sa R H R A Ry T R Sk
(30 R A2 2238 IR A2 56 35 At A 13 i 1] B AT
JRR I A H AN TR AL
L M0 E AR AT A Ay g A . AE AN
B — R AE ik ERIE ROy EATHE . K
IR AT A0 . 38— € B RO A B A RE 6 A
A A
#F=, BHEEGEAEM

NAE A L N 2 v N DT AE B A 57 7 2k

WO 5 ? A — MR KRR, 32 AT ke
MAMFEN ETFRMBAG . BER Rk, B L
FHE T o P OARCEE B AR DL B 7 2R W,
BrARMATT R KA, BRARARATTH SRS A
fr, MATTEAT IR AE Sl R S B, ARt B
IMERERE K LR R R . e SO £ /10 1%
Y, BREAIABA LR EE AL

S A T R R AR A 5 B 5F, HEH
S TE I B AR AR A H R AR AT O A A
FEGIA E A ? XA EGIE A RSN R KA,
7 A2 A AT P AT AT 15 55 A N AG ) A7 !
FEVRIZERE o, IRACANE B H AR IR B ? g
BHEAIR VI — DI 2 AR A% J
R ALY SR TR S BRATAE BB A
(A i AR AR R R, BT — AR X
GE AR b2 0. JRATTEE A 2 —HR Bk
AEMAEING? HEGERINIG? P
g, S, HESW? AR T 2R
H e A UL T 7 B AR T g [ I 1K 4
] AT AL AT R R AN 5, FRATTIE B A2 2,
HEIRATS T2 S ECAS, XA 582 Al
AT B A R o

#E=, #H&

HULEH NI EE )5, fREE B8 il {738
DIfE s . WRBAVE L2 ERE—IREX, #
H A AT D H AN B DR, #R
TG, WA S IR . FATHR K IE 5 5 X —
ANEEBAGEMEZ, IWRINSROT a0, #5558 A2 B AT
ROBUCRI AT 5 22, T HL3RATT — 2 B3 WL 32 AR AE 5 21 45
TR

FEAAESLKREHT6:6UL “ IR &K%, 2
BEARINE, KETT, #HERAER TR, R
SAEWG H L, BRIREIR. 7 #5852 K
AT — AN AR AT BLOK 24 K T BT o AR FRATTIXAE
RN FE SR AT DLAH SR TG AR i oK S5 A7 2 v 1) 4
AT X RATER— MR HAZ2NE? W
JE AN PRSI B — AP, R AT
R A, URITHE R — DI BESU RN, Bk 2
RERAL, EECESMHARENRE. BA
FATE A WA, AHIATAE O 10 AR g A A 15 At
ERXRBESEAM S, SRAVMLL . AL X FE
AR A2 BL [ A 0 ik . AT A R AREIE T Y

> o S

21



o BT

22

WBEAZERBRI, MALEKED, #HAJL
BRI ARG AT B ATHEE # 5ok > dnfe
WA R B R, S ST e Lk 3 A Aok AR R
1o SR By i BEUE: A0 30 Wi 4% 75 02 — 1R A8 10
F, AHRZ AR I8 WAL W £ 7 fAh AE —
(G ENhE

BT AN, e N EEER,
MRS, Bt HEaNES. Hh#x
Thr EH S, & EAEH ERARERA WAL . #
Ry EAM E Oy EHRE R RN i
TRATAE D LR gR Y, JAER LMW IRA14E
Hy BRI, RAER BB, IR KM
U 25 AT, T e E oyt — A
R WAE. ATHE R &M HER
X, AREMNTEDSMESN NS, Wi
HEMMNZ MGG RN BB,
R ST

FN, EXMEXNFTETEHEM

L s N Z BT LA — A KR, R Z
—AUAE T AT A A AT ) R . AR RR AT A
FRI RV B ER R . £ FkAT, &
MZEN, AR ERM B, B 2%
BLE M. AR B HELL T AR B A I R A5
To HESEATERS )5, RATHLLATH
TR G E . AR F AT RATE e — T
. AHAEEACH ST LZMEHERE.

PSSR R N E S R VR
NEDREN . HRMNFRSG L5, +75M
SOt AL RAT & BRI TR, R H
AN EERATRZ 77, 1M B JAT A Bl A
o WHRAVHT IR . A A JE T M HE A
SIn B, R MNEETRIE T ER A A
B o JOBRHE, B BT RIE B WSS BT R
IAEMRBEER, AR E— K E 7. M
B F AL K L HUIRBRES, = 8] 214t () 5X
R LR, M ERER T EiR. A
It — A BRI AE . IF HAR IR B KEA
WK, b ZRUH W AT SRR o FRATT E LRy i
XFER R K, B ZUR I B O R
I RT . AR 2 )& R N #RA IXAF I WA . Al
MERE LR, EACKEENF P, RKE
kel A X — RIS . &R L, HEERE

LR AT, SRICIAER — R A A A=A
FEEU, REFMARIEFIFE - XKTE KL
EERF . BATBRN LM, AMUOEER =
MR E ks X, B REELECHE
BRAE LM Frh e PrAZBEADE kA, W
PR 31 N SN RN AR EE U R
R, BB . Rk k. XA
AP R BATHEN S R F= 5, AT IAT 7 it
R 2 M SR R o P LLAT T A 5 Dl R R B I AT
e WARBAVERAEMAE D, KR RIIE
BRI IR o

2R B R AT UL ) N AE K T AR
Ja, AL T By Sem] < DL DL
B HGE BN A HR A G AL B AT . 204F R, X
A 51 N A 24 K 46 25 R R N FT 00 1 B4
A ATT R S b 5 v DAASE LA . AR AT AR B 15
FE, SRS % .t A BER U b AT IS 40 4R
BE, AREENMADCE — & R AR
FEAATT o TS 2 AR ATT A A T BB,
FL O AE A PR T T MR 5, A A T T U A
564 ZR RV I A, SRS A I B ARATT .
R E A H R E X B AT, ERATARE
THOCKAEEN TP, IEEROLEREERNS
E R



3828 A

FATT I A IR 5 A 1) K 52 A0, 4 o AL
T BRAT IR R HR RSB i Bl 4, O 6 4 BAT
{1 B AT S5 ) 2, X RO AN B U A T I AR
NIRAS B, AR, EAKENRE, X2
] S5 KR JELAI A PR SRR R ey H AT, R U A
MR B AT AR (ER 5B AR, AR
U B DR A M 45 1 BATBUW, A1E /L &
(¥ 2 fi A AL, A AT DUAH AR T H M Ok B
AT, EE R B, A% 5 HSRIE AR
. TR RN LA O E, IF O E IR
AR AR

XREXZPZHAEVERNE R, ik
MEEEA B B XA ES N, FF—EAER
O MNBZGIHIE, BRTSE, i, &
. emd, BAMEE S BE, —HEE
TN, LA T 28 RAE M) B AL L B AR )
JA 7N~ BRI R A A X AN O B AR, BLR IRAT
M X4 LA TRATAB A SR

Ly AHORE N (PR 1) 1) 32 R0 48 BT 7 H SR 1
A B TSR A, MAENIREIGNE R
(f2:7), fEANREFEIL SRR Bk, i@ IF
WML (214 23-24) .

2 N2 e A 2 ) S 3 AN ASORE P i HE R )

SR

R SR R BB 5 A & I
U B, B I R, A

3+ MEHBER I 44 5 BTy H ok 1 4 £ RUR)
Jau s EHRER A A U B 7 EAE R B TAERH
bR, Bie “EW A A NGRS R R R
(OK1:21) . sl AT EEH — DL, 8
SR IR TS 1 NEERRM A 44N
DLE A" (“RLE IR Bk E “mE5E
IIAAE” ) CR1: 23)

4 B IATTI ARG A 2 2 A A U AN R R
) S PREE 58 4 2R S5 IR AR, 47 AN T8 2 W At
P ER SN LE, EREEEL U K
W DL AT KPS & AT R R IR A A i
FENIE . ME 5 NFAE, AT ZEAEE TR
2Ok B 5 AATFEALE, M. 7 OF21:3)

BT REBE LGS T ERORK, B EAT
FRVF, 5 ERHUM I E AN NFAE AT 1 3508 5
MH DA A3 2 ST RS, M RATTRETS 6 B R ik
il
1. FHiTE

WAR Fr 5 — MMEWRA A IR N . AR
A 45 B R R AR IR R ()

> o S

23



fou BT

24

RS MAE, /S EN, PSR, RE
Mo bR e A . RIS T2 . SRIR R
WY I AF 37 57 1 A, A AR B8 2 I 4 A )
AT AT, A ARIR . AR AR T . KRR IR A i Y A
AE 1 [ 24 47) 52 A I O A 10 4 0 A Iy B2 —— Al A AR
N FELZRT o BT T XS MR E AL
2R3, Al 5 PR M AR B S i) “ R
CHIRT L BB T AR S R R R G &R, B
LAt £ A9 T R BT 2 5% A S5 A AR

2. Ef

JBE V4 5 VF 2 B WO G A5 5% 3 A A b e
)AL, AR AN LR AT SR 2
UERFR AR — AL AN, U RXLER A, B4 B
R JL R A BETE 2 1 .

“HR AN A 5 R T 1N TS, IR NS R
P —8 o 7 ( H o33:11)

“PLIE DL A b BB 2R a5 R
PE ) o B BRI O TN IR . 7 (R
34:10)

R A BE U 0 b YA e o (5103
7)

CORE VY Jy N M Lk AT, MRt B RS Ak
ANo 7 (B 12:3)

FAR DL X o WAE B 1%, IR W] 1 D P
WA AT RO . SN AT R .

3. XI

FATHIE KR DA AT A SRAEA e 4, th32
TR SO #e BP0 R R DL AIE K T2 A B
FJHEW, BREE TR, WKL
KRR AACH) — Az ph AR N . AT ER
JE 75 B 016 R 25 2 2 R DI, FRATT R B A5 K
L0 BAJUAAE L, ZRFMPFTRTEMR . B
56 K TR AAT — A Tl B AN 2 S 1), BT DAAR —
B AR A, BT AR R BB, N A i R
Ses HUR, KA — A B AN A 2 1 I EK,
e AR R 0 B e, KREWRE
NI BN —F 0 B E), A i 22 ik
S B o

4. GFF

PN =R R IR A PN SR g t d o oY T G T e o
O3, ERR A OG0 B4 AR . 3RATT 0
i, 5ORH RS DA, AREATH EFAE
i g, (H AR BF 7R 1 4 T fe B XK, g Y
At AT 2 2, AP e AN BEBR /D I HL & e 5
fa (2 BoFmAs ) i — 1R 3, JiR NRETF 2
BB R AT AT A 3 b Aoy A Ok, R B i
AT, 20T BV, RS B RE.

5. EHHHERIERE

fEAEH AR 295, PRE e A, L R A
R ¥, 5FFIEFE @A, BERAHAAN,
MATEARE T ER MM E & &, DAE
IR, RE LA, IR FRH AR 2, IEH 2 &
HE RGO B DL AIE 2 A M R TE . A R TRATT R R A A
TIXFERI A B, AT 2% 5, I R A AhAT
HFh 5 E R BRI SEhr B (HERATREAH
5, ARG T ML E DN A
EREmERELLR, DEAERENH T (GF
91 :1).

KT WA B, BRI ZR, WAE
()26 R R TAT RT3, a8 WATR W, &
A DA = 0 R BN, w15 T 28 A s A 1 L %
Yo ORI FE 2 RE (B2 R) B RN
LEERIINE HA ERREANE EZINEAT. -
AT EZ X B ENEONEAERT. 7 (4—
2:27)

AR “AEEE R ” MR-, £XR
It a7 WA 3535 R, A )L O 1) B & 1 5
FREO, SR IRAT 25t J3 B 0 AN

1. R

IR R, AR T, IR IEFEACH],
FH R RIS FE A, DR AQ X FE I N FE At o
R, FreAFEME N, D2 R AW SE A, 7 (4
4:23-24739F) o X2 E R IRATT R HE 32 H0E M
X RIETATR BB A 5] T, K0T HaFE AL
P o I H BRI AT A AR AR i 00 40052 1 3 A TR



SER AR, SR ) .
2, HOFEER L

“H-fFFE, YR AE, ROHEF
K, w4 -t AEEIRAERE R, B
HIzR3E, FEMbAECESRI . 7 (F527:4; 1523:6;
8:4)
3. FLp

“HAME=mZE B, kimKF. BNXH
Bi: REAESEXNHE, B50 R
M. PR N E R, B G N R IR, O fF

RO TAEE., © 7 (3857 :15)
4, 1F10
“ovenen A BAREE N, HEAE A U

AR, WAHEREKRE K. 7 (BER1:8);
NAEFE, BEABEAF A G =00, B 21w 1f w1 ok
BN ZE M 2, BAS #5585 5K A 1Y
No 7 (K 11:6 H¥%)

5. ZF A

CORNT BRI WS, A A e
ARG KR K. 7 (BEAT1:8); “F 7R ar

A ST, XN R RN 2 F IR
RKEAM, FALE R A, I HEZ MBI, 7 (4
14:21) 5 “ARAT 187 M a2, wb AR R
Blewewe” (4 15:10)

AR T R A A, AR TANImaER W
Ocs NfEgE. sl BFEMREME E, )
e AR A WA 2 RAE B ol m R E S A
A, AR A T AT AR R LK IE SR . L 45 LRt b
RE H SR VAL 5 HH A7 B A i 5 ) A 3 A ST A5

LR ARSI FEBLE, a8 g4 7E &
BT ) 5 B AR, DR AS BE v H R B R IR AT
AR FEABRER S, KETHZE
T2 B 45 AT 8 R IAE <, B IRk £ R
B ERMERIEREFERERHHAO . ATV KR
X [R5 b 15 1, RE 2% RS T T R JE 5] AT
[0y, A FRATT B B Wk JF 188 1543 78 M B I, o R
Z, d—ANFEH5F,. K5 ERELE LI,
fERATRE W FEMA LR, W aEM I ER, o)
MR, AR AT TR 2 B, A5, &
M H A S PR HAE, ATVEH E R, 5
MBI K. FA] !

RKipreh Ao »

ATREY AL ATESP ‘RO

ANERTE, K RAE B EFIR, BH )T

» H.T& 7t 3¢ 1% 3B 5+

(R 11:6 SiF)

o ST

25



B gu o B

26

Death Is

in Victory

Ian Robb

Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:51-58

In our portionin 1 Corinthians Chapter
15, the apostle Paul had to meet a situation
that had arisen in the Church in Corinth
that, “...if there is no resurrection of the
dead, then Christ is not risen.” (1 Cor 15:
13) Corinth was a place in Greece. There
were the schools of philosophy. Some
were saying, “Once you’re dead, you're
dead; there is nothing after that. ” The
apostle Paul wrote a whole chapter of 58
verses to counteract that false doctrine.

In this chapter he is speaking of
the resurrection of God’s own redeemed
children. He proves that they will have
a resurrection body and live with Christ
eternally. This is a most cardinal belief
of our Christian faith. The assurance of
our bodily resurrection all rests on the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.
That is why the apostle in verse 16 says
“For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is
not risen.” In verse 19, “If in this life only
we have hope in Christ, we are of all men
the most pitiable.” The Christian’s hope is
not in this life but we look forward to the

resurrection to be united with our Lord
eternally.

In verse 20, “"But now is Christ risen
from the dead, and now has become the
firstfruits of those who has fallen asleep.”
The first fruits were the foretaste of what
is to come. So as Christ rose bodily from
the dead, so we will also rise bodily from
the dead.

The apostle goes on very carefully
to show that on the conclusive proof of
the resurrection of Christ there must be
a bodily resurrection for those that are
joined to Christ through faith. He brings
a conclusion to his subject in the verses
we read.

In verse 54, “......death is swallowed
up in victory.” We are going to see how
death was swallowed. In verse 56, “The
sting of death is sin and the strength of
sin is the law.” We will see what is the
“sting of death”, and also the “strength
of sin - the Law”, and then how our Lord
Jesus obtained the victory over both, and
given us to partake of that victory.



Firstly “the sting of death,” the apostle
used two old testaments references
(Hosea 13:14, Isaiah 25:7-8) to show
it was always God’s purpose to abolish
death.

The sting of death, is pictured a venom
that brings immortal death to the souls.
This deadly venom of death, has eternal
consequences, it will bring a man’s soul
into eternal separation from God. This
is why the apostle is showing that the
sting of death has to be eradicated over
mankind.

Death is to exist without Christ for
eternity. Remember death is not an end.
It may be the end of this mortal body.
But it won't be your end. Death is to exist
eternally either with or without God.
The Lord Jesus explains what death is
in Matthew10:28 “And do not fear those
which kill the body, but cannot Kkill the
soul. But rather fear Him which is able to
destroy both soul and body in hell.” You
see hell is something that is eternal. In
Matthew 8:12, the Lord Jesus goes on to
describe the torment of death, “weeping
and gnashing of teeth.”InJude 13 it speaks
of “the blackness of darkness forever”.
Those people who are there never die.
“And the smoke of their torment ascends
forever and ever......." (Rev 14:11) How
descriptive is the Bible, to show us what
life after death is without Christ. It is an
eternal state. You must understand, that
if the judgement for sin is so severe, then
the sins you have committed, must be a
very severe and grievous in God’s eyes.
The Bible declares for all have sinned and
come short of the glory of God. Everyone

is included. God says, “"The soul that sins
it shall die.” (Ezekiel 18:4.) The Lord Jesus
said if you die in your sins, you cannot
come to Me. This includes all. If you die
without knowing your sins forgiven, you’ll
never go to Christ. The Lord Jesus said
no man can come to the Father but by
me. That means that you must trust the
work that Christ accomplished for you in
His suffering or cannot come to God and
heaven.

Secondly it says “the strength of sin is
the law.” Why is sin so strong? That it can
hold men eternally in hell’s torments? Our
sin will justly condemn us to hell. Do you
think sin is very strong? It's been my sad
experience to see men and women die
without Christ. Though we have pleaded
with them, showing the gospel of Christ,
telling them the rich mercy and love of
Jesus Christ, yet they have turned a deaf
ear to the message and go on in their
sin. It can block your ears from hearing
the gospel; it can darken your mind that
you can’t reason or understand it; it can
harden your heart so you will be stubborn
and rebellious to God'’s call of repentance
and faith. Look, how powerful sin is!

Why is sin so strong? It says because
of the law, this is God’s law. He has written
that law in the conscience of men. But
also He's written it in the Bible. That law
is recorded in Exodus 20:4-17. It is called
the Ten Commandments. No law has any
power unless it is accompanied by a
penalty. The penalty for breaking God’s
law is to be cast out into outer darkness,
to be tormented forever and ever in hell.
The Lord God demands that you must be
punished for disobeying His law. It is an
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inflexible law. It's an uncompromising
law. It's an eternal law. It is unappealable,
because God’s law is perfect.

The Word of God tells us in the book
of James 2:10 “For whoever shall keep
the whole law, yet stumble in one point,
he is gquilty of all.” That is, if in any
one second of your life, you break one
commandment, you are destined to hell.
No second chance? What a strict law!
God did not make a mistake when He
made it. He wants to show the severity
of sin. Because of our sinful nature, our
conscience either excuses us or accuses
us in regard to God’s law. We sin very
freely. We tell lies to government or to
anybody when we feel it will profit us. We
think we can deceive others, by lying and
it is alright as it is for my gain. People
think to commit adultery is normal but
God condemns it. People watch unclean
things on the internet or videos. If no
one finds out, it's all right. Remember
God is watching you. God is recording
every sin you have committed. Whether
it's by thought, word or by what you
do. Remember every word you speak is
recorded by God. We read of the book of
Revelation 20:12 “And I saw the dead,
small and great, standing before God;
and the books were opened. And another
book was opened, which is the Book of
Life. And the dead were judged according
to their works, by the things which were
written in the books.” God’s judgement
will be just. His law must be honoured.
It can only be honoured by punishment.
That is why the sin is so strong, because
God’s law requires eternal punishment for
sin. Therefore, God’s justice demands that

every disobedience must be recompensed
by eternal punishment.

Therefore the sting of death is an
eternal torment, and every sin committed
by us must be punished to honour God’s
law, yet we see 1 Cor 15: 57 it says
“Thanks to God, who gives us victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

The Lord Jesus alone was able to give
us also that victory over sin and death. It
speaks in 2 Timothy1:10 “...our Saviour
Jesus Christ, who has abolished death
and brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel,” What a tremendous
statement “abolished death”. Death
with all of its eternal torment has been
abolished by our Lord Jesus.

It also tells us in Hebrew 2: 14 ™......
that through death He might destroy him
who had the power of death, that is, the
devil.” The devil who brought sin into this
world and the consequence was death.
The Lord Jesus destroyed the devil’s work
of separating us from God eternally but
Jesus through His death, reversed the
work of the devil.

We find in Revelation 21:4 “And God
will wipe away every tear from their eyes;
there shall be no more death, nor sorrow,
nor crying. There shall be no more pain,
for the former things have passed away.”
What a wonderful victory, the Lord Jesus
has gained for us.

The Lord Jesus rose from the dead
bodily and never to die again. He
swallowed up death. He swallowed up its
sting, and its strength. Death has been



vanquished. Death has been eradicated
by Jesus Christ because we find in the
book of Psalm 116:15 “Precious in the
sight of the Lord is the death of His
saints.” We still have to live in the body.
But death to the Christian is only being
loosed from the body of sin and then
going into the presence of the Lord. So
death is something very precious to the
Lord. The Apostle Paul said in Philippians
1: 21 “For to me, to live is Christ, and to
die is gain.” Christ was his life, leaving
this world through death would be his
greatest gain. Also in Revelation 14: 13
Y blessed are the dead who die in the
Lord...” How did death become such a
blessing? That’s what our Lord Jesus did.
He gained the victory through His own
death on the cross.

There is no escape from our sins?
It will drag you to hell eventually. But
look, by faith to Christ and believe that
your sins were on Him, you can see the
agony and suffering of your Saviour. You
will realise the great torment that He had
to go through. Even eternity isn't long
enough to be able to understand the great
agonies of our Saviour. He was bearing
the judgement for your sins and mine.
Flee to Christ now, fall at His feet as a
hell deserving sinner, and believe He has
paid your debt of sin. What you should
suffer, Christ has suffered in your place.
His sufferings have satisfied God’s justice
eternally. This was the only way you
could be free from the eternal damnation
of the law. The punishment that Christ
bore satisfies the justice of God. The Lord
Jesus did everything that was necessary
to bring you and me to heaven in the

resurrected body.

In Romans 1: 4 it says the Lord Jesus
was, “declared to be the Son of God with
power according to the Spirit of holiness,
by the resurrection of the dead.” The
bodily resurrection of the Lord Jesus
declares that the work He accomplished
on the cross was a divine, perfect, and
complete. God showed His satisfaction
by raising Jesus from the dead. Also in 1
Timothy 3:16 it speaks of the Lord Jesus
as......God manifest in the flesh, justified
in the Spirit......"” Jesus Christ was justified
that is cleared of all guilt. Though sin
was imputed to Him, He bore our guilt.
He suffered and paid its full amount of
suffering for us. The very fact that God
raised Him from the dead showed that
Christ had paid price of all His elect, and
no guilt remained, only believe it was
for you. The Lord Jesus Christ was able
to destroy both the sting of death and
the strength of sin. Jesus Christ fought
the battle, and He has won the victory.
You also can conquer death. Believe that
Christ accomplished all this to secure you
an everlasting victory over sin and death.
On your dying bed, you will be able to
say "0 Death, where is your victory? I am
going to be with my Lord. I will be in the
presence of my Lord forever. O Grave,
where is thy triumph?” Come now and
put your trust in Christ.
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Inferview
Sunday School

Interview Sunday School Group A

1, Sue (Sunday School Teacher)

My understanding of being a Sunday
School Teacher is most important to process
patience and the love for children. I would
pray before the Lord to prepare myself before
each class and for God to grant the children
a teachable spirit, to be joyful and to be able
to learn from the bible. Whereby it can be
a practical experience, example: how they
can help their parents, friends and learn to
forgive, pray and trust Jesus.

The biggest challenge is with the Sunday
School program for the wide range in the age
group, ranging from 3 to 8 years. This brings
forth the difficulties for the teachers to select
the appropriate teaching materials online to
cater for different age groups.

Although teaching Sunday School children
is not as simple as it seems, but to see the
joy of the children each week and to know
that they are growing and learning more
about Jesus its worthwhile. Not only that the
children is learning but I also thank the Lord
that being a teacher, we often through the
process learn new experiences and insights
in God through the teaching.

2, Jane Zheng (Sunday School Teacher and
parent)

As a Sunday School Teacher and a parent,
seeing my children in the care of the church
environment and to grow in their knowledge

of God through Sunday School is such a
blessing.

3, Fang Yu (parent)

I am so pleased to see my children grow
in Sunday School. It is so precious for them
to learn about Jesus at such a young age. I
feel that my child has changed a lot in his
life. Praise the Lord. I feel so relieved that
Jesus Himself will lead them in their ways.

4, Jenny (student)

I've learnt from Sunday School that I
should love other people just like the way
Jesus loves us, and even to love those people
who are not lovely.

5, Anna (student)

I like playing with other children in
Sunday School. I have also learnt a lot of
Bible stories from Sunday School which help
me learn more about Jesus.

Interview Sunday School Group B

1, Colin Hall (Sunday School Teacher)

The biggest challenge in Sunday School is
to help the children to have a desire to know
the Lord, to know who God is. Every Sunday
they come and listen. At the beginning, some
of them did not know God at all. From the
lessons, they have begun to know His power,
character and wisdom, His love and grace.
Recently we asked them, “Who believes in
God?” A lot of children raised their hands,
of whom many were boys. This is quite
encouraging.

5 W 3
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The most important thing is prayer for the
children. Whenthereis prayer for the children,
the Lord can bring faith and understanding
into the hearts of the children.

Personally, I receive tremendous gain
from being in the Sunday School. I enjoy
teaching and explaining the Scriptures.I
enjoy preparing the lessons for the class. I
have been reading the Bible for more than
40 years, but the Lord is still revealing new
things to me, just through preparing lessons
for Sunday School. The overall truth sin the
Scriptures continue to become more simple
and clear.

Thesinging timeisimportant. We useitto
advantage because the songs are a good way
to put the word of God into children’s hearts.
We have been learning some new songs with
substance, songs related to salvation, with a
gospel message, so the singing time is a little
bit like a gospel meeting.

I hope for the children, that faithmay
become real in their hearts and that they can
live by faith, not by artificial or superficial
things. Our hope is for these young people to
have something lasting and eternal, and that
they may be a new generation with a desire
to serve the Lord.

2, SamuelKuo(SundaySchool Teacher)

There was a time that a few Sunday
school teachers departed at the same time,
all for different reasons. I just had a willing
heart to fill in a gap. Then I started to realise
the importance of the Sunday school. They
will grow up to become the youth group,
and the youth leaders. They will grow up to
become church leaders. The Sunday school is
also a way to know the different parents and
families within the church.

These children are the Lord’s possession.
The Sunday school teachers are only

stewards.

I feel that the lesson we teach them, is
not in what we say, but it is the example that
we set for them. They can see our conviction
in the bible verses that we preach. They can
see that our faith is living. Children can easily
tell if we are hypocrites.

Now the Sunday school lessons that I
prepared for, are a real blessing to me. I learn
alot during the preparation. It also changes
the way I live. I feel that not only should I
teach it, but I must live it. Of course, I am
learning myself.

3, Nathan (Group B student)

I like Sunday school. I learnt a lot of the
stories of the bible. Sometimes I can relate
what I have learnt to my daily life.

4, Jamila (Group B student)

I like Sunday school. I like the craft a lot.
I hope it can be more interesting.

5, Phoebe (Group B student)

I like Sunday school, especially the
singing part. I learnt a lot of information
and find new things I did not read before.
It influences me to pray every day. I like the
idea of a party during school holiday. People
can eat snacks and share. I like the monthly
prizes session as well.

6, Weichao(Group B student)

I like Sunday school. It helps me a lot.
I get a lot from it. There are many things if
I read my bible by myself, I would not be
able to understand. I like the Noah and the
Ark story. I can still remember it. I like the
games in Sunday school and monthly prizes
session. I read my bible each day.
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Full Surrender

In recent years I always contemplate on
the topic of "What is the key to the growth
of our spiritual life”. Allow me to tell a story.
There was once a famous man visiting an
institute for the blind. He was welcomed by
a children choir singing “Jesus loves me yes
I know”. After that, the distinguished guest
asked them a question, he said, “Jesus so
love you, why are you all blind?”. Suddenly
all were stunned and silenced before a girl
stood out and said, “ Yes, Father, for this
was your good pleasure” [this verse is from
Mathew 11:26] I was so touched by this
story. A girl at such early age has already
understood the will of God and submitted
herself to the authority of the Almighty God.
I pondered this girl has started to walk on
the right track of spiritual growth.

I have experienced a treacherous
and tortuous life in my past, but I held an
opposed attitude. 21st February 1949, my
father passed away of massive heart attack.
25th May 1949, Shanghai was occupied by
the Communist. With these two big events,
mother was facing enormous challenge, so
she sent me and my younger brother Kenneth
to Hongkong settling one of my father’s
property and then seeking avenue to migrate
to Australia, because I had three uncles
and one aunt living there. 27th September
1949, Kenneth and I arrived to Hongkong.
During that time many young Christians from
mainland China rushed toward Hongkong.
They had neither lodging nor jobs and

Basil Sun

sleeping on church’s pews at night. In January
1950, Brother Nee knew of this situation, he
sent message to the elders of Hongkong,
advised them to counsel those who had not
yet settled down be returned to their original
places. Although we had comfortable lodging
in YMCA, but Kenneth submitted the advise
and returned to Shanghai. I remained in
Hongkong, my uncle in Melbourne applied
my further study in Melbourne University.
So I brought my undergraduate certificate
of Shanghai St. John’s University, rode
on a tram going downtown to post my
document to Melbourne. When I got off the
tram, I realised my document was pilfered.
Immediately I wrote my mother to replace
one. Such a cycle caused a delay of one
month on my application. I heard nothing
from Melbourne the following seven months.
During that period I suffered a chronic gall-
bladder infection, it was terrible when the
ailment happened with no one to look after
me. Then I decided returning to Shanghai
even I might to suffer for the Lord. A week
after I arrived to Shanghai, I received a letter
redirected by my cousin in Hongkong, it was
the Entry Permit of my study in Melbourne
University. I was lost in words. My immediate
response was “it is a joke of fate”. I wondered
how it could happen in such an inopportune
timing. When I applied again to go oversea,
many attempts were declined by the local
authority.

Then I started a rocky road. 30th January
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1956, the government launched a destroying
attack against the Church, leaders were
imprisoned and the whole congregation
scattered. There was no more worship or
fellowship meeting. We were left in an
absolutely desolated condition for the next
23 years. Mid 1956, the government took a
move to reform the private enterprises, it
would become state-owned by redeeming the
assessed value in 20 years’ time through the
means of public loan. My father had some
properties which bequeathed to my eldest
brother John. John was upright, every time
he received the public loan, he distributed
it to his three brothers who were in China
at that time. During the Great Culture
Revolution, because of receiving public
loan, I was branded a bourgeoisie element
[a capitalist status], and its consequences
ensued right away. I was sent to labour in a
most dangerous and drudgery workshop. My
salary was frozen and given a lowest living
fee. My house was ransacked twice with all
valuables taken away. I was kept in custody
twice [the so-called isolation censor],
because I had returned from Hongkong in
1950 which they regarded as suspicious. I
was ordered to diminish my dwelling that
was to give away one bed room. Tragically
the new comer squatted my other larger
bed room and accompanied with other three
persons, attacked me to almost death. My
head was full of bruises and my urine full
of blood. The above horrendous sufferings
dropped me in a valley of hopelessness. I
asked God to terminate my physical life.

Mid 1978, my predicament was ended.
Fortunately the government applied an open
policy which made possible for my family
to go to Hongkong on the 13th December
1979, and later we migrated to Australia on
18th August 1982. Apparently I should have
been happy by then, but the bitterness and

remorse was still raw in my heart. I always
cannot understood why my document had to
be pilfered, and why the Lord did not delay
my return to Shanghai, or otherwise my
sufferings could all be averted. In order to
counter-balance the loss of my self-conceit,
I indulged myself in pursuing a decent and
restful life. But how could it succeed. In his
book “ The Confession” Augustine wrote, *
Lord, Thou has formed us for Thyself, and
our heart are restless till they find rest in
Thee”.

On 1st October 1997, a heart attack
brought me to the brink of death. At the
critical hours, I realized that my past was
consumed in void. It just like what Prophet
Joel said, “the locusts have eaten up all”.
My eyes were crystallised. My bitterness
and remorse captured me in a dungeon of
despondency for so many years. I confessed
my sins before the Lord. The Lord extended
my life span.

As I turn my eyes upon Jesus, he
enlightens me. I unequivocally realise the
way of spiritual growth. Firstly we have to
believe everything befallen us is from God.
Secondly we must submit to the will of God.
Subjectively speaking, we acquire it from
prayer, Bible reading and church meeting.
But a more direct way is in our daily living
to do away with our old selves. Demolition
must go before building [Jeremiah 1:10]. The
decrease of the old life will be the increase of
the new life, and gradually to be conformed
to the likeness of our Lord Jesus. I know it
is not an easy lesson, it takes one’s whole
life to learn it. But through the grace and
mercy of our Lord, we can do it. For our part,
we just response to the Lord’s calling, “if
anyone would come after me, he must deny
himself and take up his cross and follow me”
[Matthew 16:24]. So I sum up this issue in a
phrase, that is “Fully Surrender”.
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