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Topic - Thirst for God

O BERIEE, MEMRAIRIIF,

My soul faints with longing for your salvation, but | have put my hope in your word.

Psalm 15k 119 : 81
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‘ "‘Agprehending

God

from the book of

The Pursuit of God — by A.W. Tozer

O taste and see.—Psa. 34:8

It was Canon Holmes, of India, who more
than twenty-five years ago called attention
to the inferential character of the average
man's faith in God. To most people God is
an inference, not a reality. He is a deduction
from evidence which they consider adequate;
but He remains personally unknown to the
individual. "He must be," they say, "therefore
we believe He is." Others do not go even
so far as this; they know of Him only by
hearsay. They have never bothered to think

the matter out for themselves, but have heard
about Him from others, and have put belief
in Him into the back of their minds along
with the various odds and ends that make
up their total creed. To many others God is
but an ideal, another name for goodness, or
beauty, or truth; or He is law, or life, or the
creative impulse back of the phenomena of
existence.

These notions about God are many and
varied, but they who hold them have one thing
in common: they do not know God in personal
experience. The possibility of intimate
acquaintance with Him has not entered their
minds. While admitting His existence they do
not think of Him as knowable in the sense
that we know things or people.

Christians, to be sure, go further than
this, at least in theory. Their creed requires
them to believe in the personality of God, and
they have been taught to pray, "Our Father,
which art in heaven." Now personality and
fatherhood carry with them the idea of the
possibility of personal acquaintance. This is
admitted, I say, in theory, but for millions
of Christians, nevertheless, God is no more
real than He is to the non-Christian. They go
through life trying to love an ideal and be
loyal to a mere principle.

Over against all this cloudy vagueness
stands the clear scriptural doctrine that God
can be known in personal experience. A loving
Personality dominates the Bible, walking
among the trees of the garden and breathing
fragrance over every scene. Always a living
Person is present, speaking, pleading, loving,
working, and manifesting Himself whenever
and wherever His people have the receptivity
necessary to receive the manifestation.

The Bible assumes as a self-evident fact
that men can know God with at least the
same degree of immediacy as they know any
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other person or thing that comes within the
field of their experience. The same terms are
used to express the knowledge of God as are
used to express knowledge of physical things.
"O taste and see that the Lord is good." "All
thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes,
and cassia, out of the ivory palaces." "My
sheep hear my voice." "Blessed are the pure
in heart, for they shall see God." These are
but four of countless such passages from the
Word of God. And more important than any
proof text is the fact that the whole import of
the Scripture is toward this belief.

What can all this mean except that we
have in our hearts organs by means of which
we can know God as certainly as we know
material things through our familiar five
senses? We apprehend the physical world
by exercising the faculties given us for the
purpose, and we possess spiritual faculties
by means of which we can know God and
the spiritual world if we will obey the Spirit's
urge and begin to use them.

That a saving work must first be done
in the heart is taken for granted here. The
spiritual faculties of the unregenerate man
lie asleep in his nature, unused and for every
purpose dead; that is the stroke which has
fallen upon us by sin. They may be quickened
to active life again by the operation of the
Holy Spirit in regeneration; that is one of
the immeasurable benefits which come to us
through Christ's atoning work on the cross.

But the very ransomed children of God
themselves: why do they know so little of
that habitual conscious communion with
God which the Scriptures seem to offer? The
answer is our chronic unbelief. Faith enables
our spiritual sense to function. Where faith is
defective the result will be inward insensibility
and numbness toward spiritual things. This is
the condition of vast numbers of Christians
today. No proof is necessary to support that

statement. We have but to converse with
the first Christian we meet or enter the first
church we find open to acquire all the proof
we need.

A spiritual kingdom lies all about us,
enclosing us, embracing us, altogether within
reach of our inner selves, waiting for us to
recognize it. God Himself is here waiting our
response to His Presence. This eternal world
will come alive to us the moment we begin to
reckon upon its reality.

I have just now used two words
which demand definition; or if definition is
impossible, I must at least make clear what
I mean when I use them. They are "reckon"
and "reality."

What do I mean by reality? I mean that
which has existence apart from any idea any
mind may have of it, and which would exist if
there were no mind anywhere to entertain a
thought of it. That which is real has being in
itself. It does not depend upon the observer
for its validity.

I am aware that there are those who love
to poke fun at the plain man's idea of reality.
They are the idealists who spin endless proofs
that nothing is real outside of the mind.
They are the relativists who like to show that
there are no fixed points in the universe from
which we can measure anything. They smile
down upon us from their lofty intellectual
peaks and settle us to their own satisfaction
by fastening upon us the reproachful term
"absolutist." The Christian is not put out of
countenance by this show of contempt. He
can smile right back at them, for he knows
that there is only One who is Absolute, that
is God. But he knows also that the Absolute
One has made this world for man's uses, and,
while there is nothing fixed or real in the
last meaning of the words (the meaning as
applied to God) for every purpose of human



life we are permitted to act as if there were.
And every man does act thus except the
mentally sick. These unfortunates also have
trouble with reality, but they are consistent;
they insist upon living in accordance with
their ideas of things. They are honest, and it
is their very honesty that constitutes them a
social problem.

The idealists and relativists are not
mentally sick. They prove their soundness by
living their lives according to the very notions
of reality which they in theory repudiate and
by counting upon the very fixed points which
they prove are not there. They could earn a
lot more respect for their notions if they were
willing[Pg 54] to live by them; but this they
are careful not to do. Their ideas are brain-
deep, not life-deep. Wherever life touches
them they repudiate their theories and live
like other men.

The Christian is too sincere to play with
ideas for their own sake. He takes no pleasure
in the mere spinning of gossamer webs for
display. All his beliefs are practical. They are
geared into his life. By them he lives or dies,
stands or falls for this world and for all time
to come. From the insincere man he turns
away.

The sincere plain man knows that the
world is real. He finds it here when he wakes
to consciousness, and he knows that he did
not think it into being. It was here waiting
for him when he came, and he knows that
when he prepares to leave this earthly scene
it will be here still to bid him good-bye as
he departs. By the deep wisdom of life he is
wiser than a thousand men who doubt. He
stands upon the earth and feels the wind and
rain in his face and he knows that they are
real. He sees the sun by day and the stars by
night. He sees the hot lightning play out of
the dark thundercloud. He hears the sounds
of nature and the cries of human joy and

pain. These he knows are real. He lies down
on the cool earth at night and has no fear
that it will prove illusory or fail him while he
sleeps. In the morning the firm ground will
be under him, the blue sky above him and
the rocks and trees around him as when he
closed his eyes the night before. So he lives
and rejoices in a world of reality.

With his five senses he engages this real
world. All things necessary to his physical
existence he apprehends by the faculties
with which he has been equipped by the God
who created him and placed him in such a
world as this.

Now, by our definition also God is real.
He is real in the absolute and final sense that
nothing else is. All other reality is contingent
upon His. The great Reality is God who is the
Author of that lower and dependent reality
which makes up the sum of created things,
including ourselves. God has objective
existence independent of and apart from
any notions which we may have concerning
Him. The worshipping heart does not create
its Object. It finds Him here when it wakes
from its moral slumber in the morning of its
regeneration.

Another word that must be cleared up
is the word reckon. This does not mean
to visualize or imagine. Imagination is not
faith. The two are not only different from,
but stand in sharp opposition to, each other.
Imagination projects unreal images out of
the mind and seeks to attach reality to them.
Faith creates nothing; it simply reckons upon
that which is already there.

God and the spiritual world are real. We
can reckon upon them with as much assurance
as we reckon upon the familiar world around
us. Spiritual things are there (or rather we
should say here) inviting our attention and
challenging our trust.
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Our trouble is that we have established
bad thought habits. We habitually think of
the visible world as real and doubt the reality
of any other. We do not deny the existence of
the spiritual world but we doubt that it is real
in the accepted meaning of the word.

The world of sense intrudes upon our
attention day and night for the whole of our
lifetime. It is clamorous, insistent and self-
demonstrating. It does not appeal to our
faith; it is here, assaulting our five senses,
demanding to be accepted as real and final.
But sin has so clouded the lenses of our
hearts that we cannot see that other reality,
the City of God, shining around us. The world
of sense triumphs. The visible becomes the
enemy of the invisible; the temporal, of the
eternal. That is the curse inherited by every
member of Adam's tragic race.

At the root of the Christian life lies belief
in the invisible. The object of the Christian's
faith is unseen reality.

Our uncorrected thinking, influenced by
the blindness of our natural hearts and the
intrusive ubiquity of visible things, tends to
draw a contrast between the spiritual and
the real; but actually no such contrast exists.
The antithesis lies elsewhere: between the
real and the imaginary, between the spiritual
and the material, between the temporal and
the eternal; but between the spiritual and
the real, never. The spiritual is real.

If we would rise into that region of light
and power plainly beckoning us through the
Scriptures of truth we must break the evil
habit of ignoring the spiritual. We must shift
our interest from the seen to the unseen.
For the great unseen Reality is God. "He that
cometh to God must believe that he is, and
that he is a rewarder of them that diligently
seek him." This is basic in the life of faith.
From there we can rise to unlimited heights.

"Ye believe in God," said our Lord Jesus
Christ, "believe also in me." Without the first
there can be no second.

If we truly want to follow God we must
seek to be other-worldly. This I say knowing
well that that word has been used with scorn
by the sons of this world and applied to the
Christian as a badge of reproach. So be it.
Every man must choose his world. If we who
follow Christ, with all the facts before us and
knowing what we are about, deliberately
choose the Kingdom of God as our sphere
of interest I see no reason why anyone
should object. If we lose by it, the loss is
our own; if we gain, we rob no one by so
doing. The "other world," which is the object
of this world's disdain and the subject of the
drunkard's mocking song, is our carefully
chosen goal and the object of our holiest
longing.

But we must avoid the common fault of
pushing the "other world" into the future. It is
not future, but present. It parallels our familiar
physical world, and the doors between the
two worlds are open. "Ye are come," says the
writer to the Hebrews (and the tense is plainly
present), "unto Mount Zion, and unto the city
of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,
and to an innumerable company of angels,
to the general assembly and church of the
firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to
God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just
men made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator
of the new covenant, and to the blood of
sprinkling, that speaketh better things than
that of Abel." All these things are contrasted
with "the mount that might be touched"
and "the sound of a trumpet and the voice
of words" that might be heard. May we not
safely conclude that, as the realities of Mount
Sinai were apprehended by the senses, so
the realities of Mount Zion are to be grasped
by the soul? And this not by any trick of the



imagination, but in downright actuality. The
soul has eyes with which to see and ears with
which to hear. Feeble they may be from long
disuse, but by the life-giving touch of Christ
alive now and capable of sharpest sight and
most sensitive hearing.

As we begin to focus upon God the
things of the spirit will take shape before our
inner eyes. Obedience to the word of Christ
will bring an inward revelation[Pg 59] of the
Godhead (John 14:21-23). It will give acute
perception enabling us to see God even as
is promised to the pure in heart. A new God
consciousness will seize upon us and we
shall begin to taste and hear and inwardly

feel the God who is our life and our all. There
will be seen the constant shining of the light
that lighteth every man that cometh into the
world. More and more, as our faculties grow
sharper and more sure, God will become to
us the great All, and His Presence the glory
and wonder of our lives.

O God, quicken to life every power within
me, that I may lay hold on eternal things.
Open my eyes that I may see; give me acute
spiritual perception; enable me to taste Thee
and know that Thou art good. Make heaven
more real to me than any earthly thing has
ever been. Amen.
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1.Introduction

The apostle Peter wrote his first letter
to saints who had been scattered throughout
many countries. They had been persecuted,
not because they had done anything wrong,
but because of their faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ. So Peter wrote to encourage them and
to strengthen their faith. In his letter, Peter
reminded the saints that Jesus did not sin, or
speak deceitfully, but He also suffered. And when
He suffered, He did not revile or threaten, but
instead He patiently committed Himself to Him
who judges righteously. Jesus left an example

that we should follow.

If you have done wrong, then it is expected
that you will suffer some punishment. This is
justice, and we all understand this. But when
you suffer for doing what is right and just, then
it raises questions in your heart. After all, why
should you be “punished” if you have not done

anything wrong?

When adversity comes, for no apparent
reason, then your faith may be shaken. However,
the Scriptures do give us insight into why we may
suffer adversity for no apparent reason. There
are several possible reasons, but this article will
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focus our attention on only one of these. There
are many lessons concerning adversity that we
can learn from the life of Job, and this will lead
us to see one important reason why you may

suffer adversity even though you are righteous.
2.My servant Job

The book of Job gives us a view of what is
happening in heaven. It is a remarkably helpful
book to give us understanding. Job was a
righteous man, so righteous that God could ask
Satan, “Have you considered My servant Job that
there is none like him on the earth, a blameless
and upright man, one who fears God and shuns

evil?” (Job 1:8)

Satan replied with a question, “Does Job fear
God for nothing? Have you not made a hedge
around him, around his household, and around
all that he has on every side? You have blessed
the work of his hands, and his possessions have
increased in the land.” (Job 1:9,10)

Indeed, the LORD had blessed Job and made
him the greatest of all the people of the East.
God had blessed him with seven sons and three
daughters, many sheep, camels, oxen, donkeys,
and a large number of servants. And it is clear
that God had set a “hedge” around Job and all
that he had, so that Satan was not able to touch
him, his household, or his possessions. Job was
a very blessed man, and Satan argued that this
was the reason that Job feared God and turned

away from evil.

Satan continued, “But now, stretch out Your
hand and touch all that he has, and he will surely
curse You to Your face!” (Job 1:11) A challenge!
Amazingly, God accepted the challenge. "Behold,
all that he has is in your power; only do not lay a
hand on his person.” (Job 1:12) Now, instead of
protecting Job, God gave all that Job possessed
into Satan’s power. We will consider why later,
but there are some important lessons that we

can learn from this immediately:

a) God blesses those who are righteous;

those who reverence Him and shun evil.

b) Satan has entry into heaven and can have

dialogue with God.

c) Godisin control of all that happens to His
saints. He sets boundaries to limit what Satan

can do to the saints and their possessions.

d) What happens on earth is determined by

what happens in heaven.
3.A catastrophic day

On assingle day, some of Job’s servants came
one after another to report the calamities that
had just happened. The Sabeans had taken the
oxen and the donkeys and killed the servants; fire
had fallen from heaven and consumed the sheep
and the servants; the Chaldeans had taken the
camels and killed the servants; all of Job’s sons
and daughters were dead — a great wind had
struck the house where his sons and daughters
were feasting, causing the house to collapse and
kill them. Job lost almost everything on a single

catastrophic day.

Did this affect Job? Most certainly, it did.
To lose one child causes tremendous grief, but
Job had lost seven sons and three daughters,
and almost all his possessions, in one day! Job
tore his robe, shaved his head, fell to the ground
and worshiped. Job said, “Naked | came from my
mother’s womb, and naked | shall return there.
The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away;
Blessed be the name of the LORD.” (Job 1:21)
Job did not curse God; he did not sin with his

lips. Satan lost his challenge!

There are some important lessons for us in
this:

a) Satan has power to move people to do

evil, such as the Sabeans and the Chaldeans.

b) Satan has power over the elements, such

as fire from heaven and wind.



c) Satan is a ferocious enemy! Given the
opportunity, he will do as much damage as God

allows.

d) Job accepted the sovereignty of God —
the LORD gave, and the LORD can take away. Job
acknowledged that it was the hand of God.

e) Job was not angry or bitter. He did not
curse the Sabeans or the Chaldeans, or want to

take revenge on them.

f) Job’s treasure was the Lord, so he
worshiped the LORD.

g) Job really loved the LORD, more than he
loved his children and his possessions.

4.Another challenge

Satan lost his challenge — Job did not curse
God when he lost all, but rather, Job worshiped
the LORD.
God’s presence, the LORD spoke to him again:

So the next time Satan came into

“Have you considered My servant Job, that there
is none like him on the earth, a blameless and
upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?
And still he holds fast to his integrity, although
you incited Me against him, to destroy him
without cause.” (Job 2:3)

Satan does not admit defeat or give in
easily! He answered: “Skin for skin! Yes, all that
a man has he will give for his life. But stretch out
Your hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh,
and he will surely curse You to Your face!” (Job
2:4,5) Another challenge! And amazingly, God
also accepted this challenge too. “Behold, he is
in your hand, but spare his life.” (Job 2:6) Again,
Job was left to suffer adversity at the hands of
Satan. And suffer he did — Satan struck him with
boils from head to foot! Job sat in ashes, and
scraped himself with a pottery shard. But God
set the boundary to limit Satan’s attack — Satan

could not take Job’s life.

The lesson we gain from this is that God can

allow Satan to have power over the saints and

their possessions — but God sets the boundary to

what Satan can do.
5.Job’s wife

Job was in a pitiful state. Surely his wife
would comfort him, but no! His wife scolded
him, “Do you still hold to your integrity? Curse
God and die!” (Job 2:9) It is evident that Job’s
wife did not love God, otherwise she would not
have told Job to curse God. Itis also evident that
Job’s wife did not love Job — she was happy to see
Job die! Job’s wife was actually an instrument in
the hands of Satan. Job’s wife goaded Job to
“curse God” — exactly what Satan wanted Job to

do. But Satan did not win the challenge.

Job was not angry with his wife. He reproved
her calmly and courteously, “You speak as one
of the foolish women speaks. Shall we indeed
accept good from God, and shall we not accept
adversity?” (Job 2:10) In all this Job did not
sin with his lips. He again acknowledged the
sovereignty of God. God is ruler over all, and He
can do as it pleases Him. If we accept good, then

we must also accept adversity.

No doubt this was not the first time that
Satan had usedJob’s wife to provoke Job. You may
be patient with others, but not so patient with
members of your own household, particularly
your spouse. Your family is your training ground,

just as surely as it was Job’s training ground.
6.Job’s friends

Job had three elderly friends, Eliphaz, Bildad
and Zophar. When they heard the news of Job’s
adversity they came together to mourn with him
and to comfort him. When they saw Job, they
could not recognise him. His adversity was far
greater than they imagined. When they saw
his suffering they tore their clothes, wept, and
cast dust on their heads. Then they sat down
on the ground with Job. For seven days they all
sat there, and no one said a word. But for seven

days they were quietly thinking.
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After seven days had passed, Job opened his
mouth and cursed the day of his birth. He gave
vent to his pent-up grief. Why did he not die at
birth? Why did he still live? Job was in despair

— his suffering was so great.

7.Job accused

For seven days Job’s friends had been
pondering whysuch adversity had come uponJob.
All three of them came to the same conclusion:
God blesses the righteous and brings adversity
on the wicked, so Job must have sinned and
departed from the LORD. Eliphaz was the first to
reply. He explained to Job that adversity comes
on those who do evil, not on the righteous,
subtly implying that Job must have sinned for
God to chasten him. (Job 4:7-9) Job protested
that he was righteous: he had not sinned, so God
does allow adversity to come on the righteous.
(Job 9:21,22)

Bildad argued that if Job was pure and
upright, God would have come to help him.
Bildad’s argument was that hypocrites have no
hope. (Job 8:6,7,13)

then the LORD would restore him. Zophar was

Job should repent and

just as direct. Job should repent and put away
his wickedness. Job insisted that the hand of
the LORD had afflicted him, even though he
was righteous. Job was expecting comfort, not
accusations! He was indignant that he had been

charged with sin.

Job was proud of his righteousness. Very
quickly his indignation turned into anger. His
friends got angry as well. Job charged them
with being forgers of lies, worthless physicians,
miserable comforters. (Job 13:4; 16:2) Zophar
taunted that God had afflicted Job with less
judgmentthan he deserved! (Job 11:6) In his self-
righteous anger Job did not restrain his words.
When someone is angry, what words come from

the mouth! And Job was no exception.

8.Job’s angry words

Job knew that his adversity was from the

hand of God, but he did not understand why.
(Job 6:4; 7:14,20; 10:2) But Job was intent on
convincing his friends that he was blameless, and
so boldly stated that God had wronged him by
allowing all these adversities to come upon him.
(Job 9:17,21,22; 10:7,8; 19:6; 27:2) Job said that
he wanted to meet God face to face and argue
his case before Him. And Job was confident that
he would convince God that, after all, it was God
who was in the wrong! (Job 23:3-7) Job saw
himself as an equal to God — that he could speak

to him “man to man” and win his case.

9.Job’s righteousness

But Job did not stop there with his words.
He wanted to prove to his friends how completely
righteous he was. And so Job began alongeulogy
about himself! He told all the righteous things
he had done, and all the bad the things that he
had not done. At the end, his three friends were
unable to say any more. Job was righteous in
his own eyes, and none of their arguments could

convince him otherwise!

10.Elihu

A young man, Elihu, was also present and
heard all of the argument between Job and his
three friends. All of the men were much older
than Elihu, so he had waited before speaking.
He had the wisdom to let the older, experienced
men speak. But when Job had silenced Eliphaz,

Bildad and Zophar, then Elihu spoke up strongly.

Elihu was angry with Job’s friends because
they had found no answer in speaking to Job.
But Elihu was very angry with Job because he
had justified himself and not God. Elihua told
Job, “Far be it from God to do wickedness, and
from the Almighty to commit iniquity... Surely
God will never do wickedly, nor will the Almighty
pervert justice.” (Job 34:10,12) Then Elihu asked
Job, “Will you condemn Him who is most just?”
(Job 34:17) And that is what Job had done. To
assert his own righteousness, Job had said that

God had done wrong in allowing the adversity



to come upon him. Elihu had much more to say,
how God works to cut off pride from the heart of
man. Job was left speechless. He had no answer

at all to Elihu’s words.
11.God speaks

Thenthe LORD spoketoJobfromawhirlwind.
The LORD asked Job question after question.
“Where were you when | laid the foundations
of the earth? Tell Me if you have understanding.
Who determined its measurements? Surely you
know!” (Job 38:4,5) And many more questions
also. They were questions that Job could not
answer, and questions that confronted Job with
the greatness of the Creator. Job suddenly saw
that he was “nothing” in comparison to God. He

was not an “equal” to God at all.

Then the Lord asked Job, “Would you indeed
annul My judgment? Would you condemn Me
that you may be justified?” (Job 40:8) The very
thing that had angered Elihu!

Job repented. He acknowledged his pride
and his foolishness. He had not really known
God at all. But now he could see the LORD in a
right way. Have you really seen the greatness
of the LORD? His majesty? His power? Or do
you still see Him as an “equal” like Job had? Do
you still have confidence in yourself? The fear
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the
knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.

(Proverbs 9:10)
12.A double blessing

After Job had humbled himself, the LORD
spoke to him to pray for his three friends. When
Job had prayed for them, then the Lord restored
the fortunes of Job and gave him twice as
much as he had before. The Lord also gave him
another seven sons and three daughters. The
previous children were not lost, they were with
the LORD. And after this trial Job lived another
140 years. The Lord allowed Job to suffer, but

later he received an even greater blessing.

13.The Lesson

Job was a righteous man, so righteous that
the LORD could even speak to Satan about him.
There was no one else like him in all the earth.
Job was a picture, or type, of Christ and was like
Christ, completely righteous. But Job was not
entirely like Christ. The Lord Jesus was meek and
lowly in heart — He had no pride at all. Job was
like Jesus, but he lacked one thing, the humble

mind of Christ.

Why did the LORD speak to Satan and
provoke Satan into making challenges about
Job? It was because the LORD wanted Job to be
completely like Christ. You may wonder why you
sometimes have difficulties and adversity. The
answer is that God wants you to be like Christ as
well, and He will do whatever He has to in order
to achieve this. Consider Romans 8:28,29. “And
we know that all things work together for good
to those who love God, to those who are the
called according to His purpose. For whom He
foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed
to the image of His Son, that He might be the

firstborn among many brethren.”

In the beginning, God made Adam and Eve
in His own image and likeness. God made what
He wanted — those who are in His own image
and likeness. Adam and Eve sinned, and lost His
image and likeness, but the LORD’s purpose has
not changed. Jesus came that all may receive
salvation. The new birth is the beginning of
restoring the divine likeness. If you are one who
loves the Lord, then He will do whatever He has
to in your life to achieve His purpose, to make

you like His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Scripture references are from the New King
James Version, Copyright 1982 Thomas Nelson,

Inc.

> o S

31



32

Each country has diplomatic services in
foreign countries. The person who heads
the diplomatic staff in a foreign country is
called the “ambassador.” He resides in the
foreign land and represents the country and
government of his origin. The Scriptures
before us speak of being ambassadors for
Christ. (verse 20). We have been empowered
to represent our Sovereign Lord and Master,
the Lord Jesus, in a world that is foreign to
Him. In this article we will look briefly at four

aspects concerning an ambassador of Christ.
1. The Making of an Ambassador of Christ

An ambassador of Christ must be what is
written in verse 17. “If anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creation; old things have passed
away; behold, all things have become new.”
This is an absolute necessity, for a new
creation is a life that is transformed by the
regenerating work of the Holy Spirit. We are
born again of God’s Spirit. Each one of us
must have a personal, intimate relationship
with Christ and understand His redemptive

work. The Bible says, “But God, who is rich in

lankRobb;

mercy, because of His great love with which
He loved us, even when we were dead in
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ
(by grace you have been saved). (Ephesians
2:4-5). Our lives have been radically changed;
we have been made alive with Christ. By the
grace of God, through faith in the finished
work of Christ’s sacrifice, we are saved. It
is the Holy Spirit that brings about this vital
change and new relationship when we trust
that Christ has fully paid the punishment of
our sins. In trusting Him you will be indwelt
by God the Holy Spirit and empowered as an
ambassador for Christ. You will have great
delight to submit to the will and demands of
your Sovereign Lord. You will joyfully give
your Lord the utmost loyalty, and be obedient
to Him at all times. You will have the honour
of being His mouthpiece, to make known the
wonders of His Deity, His sacrificial work, and
His glorious resurrection. Our whole life will
have the pleasure of promoting His glory.
What we have experienced in our own life,
as a new creation, we will share with others.

Let our prayer be, “O Lord Jesus, make me



your ambassador.”

2. The Motivation of an Ambassador of
Christ

His love for us motivates us to be His
ambassadors. As the Scriptures say, “For
the love of Christ constrains us; because we
judge thus: that if One died for all, then all
died; and He died for all, that those who live
should live no longer for themselves, but
for Him who died for them and rose again.”

(verses 14-15).

It is Christ’s sacrificial love that melts
our hearts and motivates us to be His
ambassadors. In reading the Bible, we come
to a firm conviction that we were dead in our
sins; separated from God; for all eternity never
to see or know God. Though our case looked
hopeless yet we have these wonderful words
in the Scriptures, “One (Jesus) died for all.”
(verse 14). He bore the eternal punishment
of our sins. He took the eternal torment that
we deserve. What incomparable love is this!
He loved us, even though we were enemies in
our minds by wicked works; though we lived
selfish lives, and had given ourselves up to
lust, to work all uncleanness with greediness.
(Colossians 1:21; Ephesians 4:19). Yet the
Lord Jesus loved us despite our sinful state,
and practices. He loved us unconditionally.
What love is this that brought our beloved
Lord to this earth to take upon Himself the
enormous punishment of our sins? This could
only be love in its purest form. When our
hard hearts are melted by this love, then the
love of Christ fills us, and it overflows from us
to a lost world. It is this everlasting love of
our Lord Jesus that motivates us to take this
glorious message of Christ’s wondrous work

into this world.

3. The Message of the Ambassador of Christ

The message is in verse 20. We are

ambassadors for Christ. It is God making
His appeal through us: “We implore you on

Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.”

If then we need to be reconciled to God,
this clearly shows that there is enmity, a
division, a separation, an alienation between
God and us. In Isaiah chapter 59 and verse
2, the prophet declares: “But your iniquities
have separated you from your God; and your
sins have hidden His face from you, so that He
will not hear.” The cause of God’s separation
from us is our own sinful state. We have
sinned against our God and creator. We have
transgressed His holy laws. His laws are the
reflection of His nature and character. By
despising His law we have despised Him. We
are the ones that have set up enmity against
God by thoughts, words, and deeds. We have
become children of God’s wrath. (Ephesians
2:3). Our understanding has been darkened.
We have been alienated from the life of God
through our ignorance and the hardness of

our heart. (Ephesians 4:18).

We are the cause, and we are responsible
for this alienation between God and us. We
are the violators of the peace and unity with
God. God is the offended party, we are the

“"

offending party. Hence we are, “... without
Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth
of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of
promise, having no hope and without God in

the world.” (Ephesians 2:12).

The message that we have been given
to declare is, “be reconciled to God.” The
wonder of this message is that God, out of
infinite love, perfectly designed and provided
the way that reconciliation could be effected
between God and man. He was willing to send

His only beloved Son to be born of a woman,
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to live a perfect, sinless life in a human
body. Ultimately He became sin for us. In 2
Corinthians 5 verse 21 we read that when the
Lord Jesus was crucified upon the cross, God
made Jesus to be sin for us. The one who had
no sin took our sin upon Himself. The sinless
Son of God became our substitute, making
atonement for us. By His death He reconciled

us to God.

Christ took our place and so bore the full
force of God’s wrath for us. He suffered alone,
bearing the judgment for our sins. Having
made a full payment to God’s justice through
His sufferings and death, the Lord Jesus was
able to obtain a full release for sinners from
the condemning power of God’s law. Since
the punishment of eternal torment was paid
by our Lord Jesus, the sinner no longer needs

to pay he can be fully pardoned.

God, having raised the Lord Jesus bodily
from the dead, never to die again, declared
that His justice was fully and eternally
satisfied. All those that believe this message
can be pardoned and forgiven. Only in this
way could our sins that had caused the

separation from God, be removed.

We are told in verse 19 that God was in
Christ, reconciling the world to Himself. Here
we see the wondrous mystery of the Godhead.
As the Lord Jesus hung upon the cross, there
was God, so to speak, calling out to a Christ-
rejecting world, “O be reconciled to God.”
Here was the very means, a crucified Saviour
bearing your sin in His own body, that you

may be reconciled to God.

This is the message of the ambassador.
It is a message of a compassionate God who
is reaching out to a lost world of antagonism,

bitterness, hatred and rejection. Though the

enmity of man is so great against God, yet the
love of God is to send us into this world as

ambassadors.
4.The Ministry of the Ambassador of Christ

As ambassadors, God has committed to
us the word, or message, of reconciliation,
(verse 19). Our ministry is to take this
message of reconciliation through Christ’s
substitutionary atonementto aworld thatis at
enmity against God. Many flatter themselves
to think they have some goodness in them
and want God to be reconciled to them on
their own terms. This is impossible, as God
has made only one way, through the sacrifice
of His Son. We are to declare God’s terms
and conditions by which men and women can

be reconciled.

The Lord Jesus is our great example of
ministry. He calls us to come to Him, and
take His yoke upon us, and learn from Him.
He is meek and lowly in heart. Humility is
the essential quality of our ministry, if it is
going to be effective to see men and women
reconciled to God. We ourselves know what
hell-deserving sinners we were. It is only by
the grace of God that we have been reclaimed
from the depth of sin and given this ministry.
It never originated from us, but it was given
to us by the Holy Spirit, at a great cost to
God. For He so loved the world that He gave
His only Son to become sin for us. With an
earnest and loving plea, let us go forth to
those we interact with in our daily life. Offer
them a perfect Saviour and appeal to them to

be reconciled to God.

Scripture references are from the New
King James Version, Copyright 1982 Thomas

Nelson, Inc.
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Reflecting

the grace of

the past year

Reflecting on the past year2015, there
were number of highlights at Roseville.
There were Weddings, passing of family



members, baptism, bundle of joy added to
families, elderly sisters requiring high-care
was admitted to Nursing Homes and event
of our Bro. Kuang sharing with us at family
conference.

Our Lord has given us opportunities
to outreach. In March, a musical outreach,
in June very elderly brother from China Li
Tian En visited us and recently number of
Elders from Taiwan Assembly visited us.
Not forgetting December was a tremendous
month, our Lord continues to shower His
blessings. He has given us opportunity on a
gospel outreach, gospel love feast, Auburn
family conference which many attended. Last
but not least a family outing which we have
missed for a number of years. We went to
the beautiful Blue Mountains admiring the
creation of God with a blessed and wonderful
day of fellowship and bonding for both young
and old. That is just some of the highlights of
our building together in the body of Christ.
God willing, we will have many more of these
fellowships to come.

Last year our Responsible Brothers (RB)
sees the need for a common Vision and
Mission, came together before our Lord in
prayers for His guidance that brothers and
sisters be built up together in the body of
Christ and be prepared for the returning of
our Lord Jesus.

e Vision - Our Vision is that Christ
might have the pre-eminence in all things.
(Colossians 1:18 K1V).

e Mission — Our Mission and testimony
are based on God’s Words (the Bible). Under
the power and guidance of the Holy Spirit,
we preach the gospel, and edify the saints,
manifesting Christ, and prepare for the return
of our Lord Christ.

Brothers and sisters, we come together
this year. If our Lord has not return, we
have a central direction according to our
Lord’s desire, to commit together and move
forward in a cohesive manner. Please pray for
this, and let us embrace this as part of our
personal mission and vision. All our existing
Ministries e.g. Prayers, Bible studies, Home
group, Children etc. are part of the building
process. It is not by chance that every time
when we get together, it is God’s purpose and
opportunity for us to be build up together,

Pray that this coming year for His Will be
done. Everyone should seek to repent before
him. Seeking Christ to deliver us from being
lukewarm, neither hot nor cold condition. Lord
also told us of His displease with the Church
of Laodicea in Revelation Chapter 3:14-16.
We need to seek ourselves and repent for His
deliverance. In revelation Chapter 3:7-9 also
described the church in Philadelphia, which
is in Lord’s favour.

We sense each year passes and our Lord’s
return is near. Brothers and Sisters, Lets
embark on this common Vision and Mission,
we can experience a year of blessings to
us and all be prepared for the return of our
Lord.

You will be hearing more about this in
coming year. All our current ministries will
undergo review and align according to our
Vision and Mission Vision. If we have not
grant Him to have pre-eminence in all things
on our lives, pray that our Lord grant us a
heart of repentance before Him. Along the
way, we need to encourage and build up one
another, grow in status, be prepared and
ready for His return. May God’s will be done
and Blessing to His Church.

D
{e‘
a

2

45



G o o BN

46

‘E[II; frth of the

REDROFALEXANDRING

A lot of time people use this verse in the
wrong way. They tell others who do not know
Jesus that ‘the truth will set them free’. But they
cannot receive the truth because they haven’t
been given salvation by faith and grace by Christ.
Therefore the truth is not a stepping-stone but a
stumbling block. The challenge here is that the
real truth can only be told to true disciples of
Jesus. And a true disciple is one who abides in
the Lord’s teachings.

Today people live in a subjective truth, which
is a truth derived from the facts around you.
Where we let the situation around us dictate what
we live for. Whether if you are young or old, or of
a particular nationality, we are all influenced by
a subjective truth. What's truth for you may not
be truth for me. It's ok that you have your God
and I have mine. Obviously this is no kind of truth
but a lie of the enemy. He uses what we call the
subjective truth and turns our life around so we
live by a lie. The contrary of the subjective truth
is an objective truth. Like what Jesus said in John
chapter 8: when you know the (objective) truth,
the truth will set you free. The Pharisees at the
time, who were supposedly experts of the truth,
however, were living in a subjective truth, that
they believe they have salvation simply because
they are inherently descendants of Abraham.
In the entire chapter, Jesus told them at the
beginning that He is the light of the world and
he came to overcome the darkness of the world.
But the people rejected him because they cannot
accept or understand the truth, because they

were living by their
own subjective truth.
Jesus said the only
way to be hisdiscipleis
to, firstly, abide in his
teachings; and then,
you will be set free.
But the people asked
him: ‘free from what?
We've never been
slaves before’. Even though they have been slaves
in Egypt, Syria, Rome, and Babylon generations
past, they had a false sense of superiority that
they, being Jewish, are the children of the most
high God. Here Jesus reminded them that whether
one belonged to God did not depend on his lineage
but whether he abided in Jesus teachings.

To Abide in Jesus teachings means the
teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ is so alive in
our world and our lives, that you should be able
to understand everything written in the Bible, that
it should be part of our everyday conversation.
Although we cannot quote every verse but we
should know the teachings of the Lord in our heart
and mind. It was a crucial moment in the gospel
of John that Jesus put to the Pharisees that to
truly become his disciple, one must abide in his
teachings. In today’s world that is dominated by
the subjective truth, where everyone is right and
no one is wrong, where the values of society are
turned upside down and everyone believes them
to be right, you can I need to be able to stand up
on our feet and tell people this is wrong and the
truth is in the Bible. This would be to abide in the
teachings of Jesus.

Our Lord Jesus was introduced in the most
incredible manner in John 1: In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. And he continued to say that
one day the Word will become flesh, and I am
He. Everyone who believes in me will become
a Son of God. This was the teaching of Jesus
that at the time spoken has outraged many and
sounded ridiculous to many. In Chapter 2, how



Jesus graciously turned water into wine upon the
request of his mother was a symbol representing
how Moses cursed Egypt and Pharaoh by God’s
command as he turned the water of the river
Nile into blood. In Chapter 3, Jesus confronts
Nicodemus and told him that he must be born
again of the spirit or he cannot enter into heaven.
In today’s society people will ask you ‘How can
you believe such things?’, ‘How can you be born
again?’ that none of what Jesus has said makes
any sense. But such were the teachings we as
Christians need to abide in. Chapter 4 Jesus tells
of a Samaritan woman that if you drink of the
water I give you, you shall never be thirsty again.
Today if you do not know Jesus, you'll be living
a life that you’ll always be thirsty. Thirsty for
the things of the world. For wealth, success and
career. But Jesus said if you drink of my water,
you'll be so satisfied, that you’ll never thirst for
those things anymore. If we read in detail John
chapter 1 to 17, we can see how his life and
teachings culminate into the verse in chapter 8
as we have read — ‘You shall know the truth’.

Jesus’ truth was so powerful that people had
difficulty grasping it. As we’ve seen in chapter
9 where Jesus healed the blind. The Pharisees
refused to believe the truth even after the blind
told them 3 times that he was really healed. In
chapter 10, Jesus said ‘I am the good shepherd...
I give my life for the sheep’. What shepherd do
you want in your life? A hired hand? Or a good
shepherd of life? When you are in trouble, hungry,
or thirsty in this world, do you want someone
that might run away and leave you alone? That
is what this world will offer you. Sometimes even
our family, friends, or people that we think are
the closest to us are the first ones to run away.
However, Jesus has a different offer, one that is
so good, not only in times of danger or trouble,
even when all things are over and done, even in
death, he can bring us back and give us life. We
see an example of this in chapter 11, after a man
called Lazarus died for 3 days, Jesus went to his
tomb, although Lazarus'’s sisters Martha and Mary
complained to Jesus that ‘if you had been here,
my brother would not have died’, Jesus said ‘roll

away the stone’, and Lazarus came out of the
tomb. Let us be reminded of the teaching here
that sometime we need the trouble to see that
the Lord is there for us. Even if all signs show no
hope, even if we have to wait until the third day,
He will come for us.

These teachings may sound like foolishness
to the world, but they are the very things that the
apostles believed. In Corinthians chapter 1, Paul
put to us that we are not called to be the ‘clever
ones’, we are not called to ‘figure it out’, we are
called to believe. This is the only question that is
going to be asked of you. Do you believe?

It's not hard to believe what Jesus did and
that he is the Son of God, but the hard part is as
said in John 8: 31, 'if you are my disciples, abide
in my teachings’. In John 13, Jesus was about to
give which I believe was the best teaching of his
life to his disciples. First, love one another as you
love yourself, putting other before ourselves. In
practical terms, if a brother or a sister sitting next
to you loses their job and is unable to pay rent,
we should sell our car, give them the money to
pay their rent and catch a bus to work ourselves.
On the other hand, if we are in financial difficulty
ourselves, how do we want to be treated by
others? We see money is sometimes a test of
real friendship. This is the hard part of Jesus’s
teaching. It's easy to not steal and expect other
to not steal from you, but to give and receive
from each other is much harder.

Jesus said one cannot know the truth if he
has not mastered his teachings. If the truth is
told to one who has not mastered his teachings,
he cannot live in the given truth. From personal
experience, I tried telling the truth to atheists
but it does not go through to them. Try telling
Chapter 14:6 'I am the way, the truth and the life,
no one can come to the father except through
me.” To an atheist, they would tell you that they
believe they will go to heaven simply because
they think they are a good person, who has never
committed any crime and always helped others.
They would refuse to believe that there is no one
righteous as Paul said in Romans 3. The truth
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is as Jesus told us that there is not a righteous
person on earth, that we’ve all sinned and fell
short of the glory of God. And that we all need
his grace and blood to cleanse us of our sins. So
in order to live in the truth, we need to abide in
the Lord’s teachings. Jesus ended his teachings in
chapter 17 with a prayer for his disciples. He told
the Father that he is finished, that he has taught
the disciples everything the Father had asked him
to teach, so they can abide in them. It’s time for
Jesus to return to the Father so the Holy Spirit
can be sent to all believers, so they can continue
to live the way the Father intend for them to live
until the day the Lord returns.

And Then Jesus asked the Father to sanctify
his disciples. Notice how he didn’t ask the father
to help us memorise scriptures, or help us become
successful entrepreneurs, or give us a ‘good life’.
In fact Jesus told us later in the chapter that we
would have trouble, but that we don’t need to
be afraid because he has overcome the world.
Jesus wanted his disciples to know that they can
overcome the world just like he can if they abide
in Him.

If any of us here today don’t believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ, or never asked Jesus to be
your Lord, or realise that you need Jesus, and
are currently living by the lie that there is nothing
at the end of this life. You need to be alert, and
treble in fear because he is coming back. Because
there are only 2 places for men in eternity: heaven
and hell. With heaven being a place for all that
believes in the Lord Jesus Christ, and hell, a place
for everyone else that don’t. And hell is a place we
do not want to be. Imagine being a refugee from
Syria, and having to experience great suffering
of losing your families to terrorism attacks and
constantly fearing losing your own life, now times
that suffering by 100. In the 1700s, Jonathan
Edwards preached a famous sermon titled ‘Sinners
at the hands of an angry God’ which explored
some realities of hell that had his listeners on
their knees and holding on to the church pillars
because of deep fear. The suffering in hell is not
just physical but mental and spiritual, fitting of

the wrath of God for sinners who do not choose
to come to him. Today Jesus is calling out to any
of you that are thirsty or tired, or hopeless, for
you'll find rest. There is no magical prayer to use
to accept God but in your own time, your own
language, you could say: ‘God, I need you. I want
this life for me.’

For the believers, which I assume are living
a life that abide in the Lord’s teachings, that you
have all been sanctified and have become more
like Jesus. Can I assume that you don’t value
material things anymore? And other people’s
opinions of you don’t matter to you? And when
you are standing at the crossroad of whether to
please men or please God, you will choose God
without hesitation. If you have put all your faith
in Jesus, whom you believe is the Son of God. You
should stop hiding in the closet but go do what
Jesus commanded you to do.

In Matthew 28: 19-20, after Jesus has
resurrected and appeared to his disciples, he said
to them: “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples
of all nations... and teach them to obey everything
I have commanded you”. Notice how Jesus did
not said go build churches or plant ministries,
or a show with beautiful lights and sound. But
simply go make disciples. For this isn’t the job of
a pastor, or a professional, but the job of every
disciple. This is the age when Christians like us
are going to be persecuted. Even governments
around the world are now closing the doors of
our churches. We need to be ready, and we need
to be making disciples of Jesus. Jesus's disciples
back then didn’t need churches or ministries to
make disciples, they did it because it was in their
blood. If we love Jesus and abide in his teachings,
we will not be ashamed of the gospel and we will
be compelled to share the gospel with others. For
the gospel is the power of God to salvation. So
let’'s go and make disciples today.
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