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Be doers of the word, and not hearers only...... being no hearer who forgets but
a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.

James &1 :22 - 25
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The Pale

ble of

the two lost sonk

The Parable of the two lost sons Luke 15:1-
2, 11-32

The Lord Jesus’ words were like a magnet,
the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing
near to hear Him. Also among the crowds were
religious, proud, and self-righteous men they be-
gan to complain that Jesus “receives sinners and
eats with them.” Their judgement of Jesus implied
that they were not sinners, like the tax collectors
and immoral. They considered themselves supe-
rior, and passed what they thought was a con-
demning judgement on the Lord Jesus. The Lord
Jesus replied by telling three parables to reveal

God’s love and grace to seek for lost sinners.

Today we will just look at the third parable
which we will call “The Parable of the two lost
sons”. By this parable Jesus contrast the younger
son who chose the path of self-discovery. He re-
turns to his father acknowledging his sins. The el-
der son whose path was one of moral conformity,
considered himself as always obedient, never do-
ing wrong. The parable also shows the love and
sacrifice of the father toward his two sons, de-

spite his love being rejected.

The parable opens in verse 12 with the
younger son saying, ‘Father, give me the share

of property that is coming to me.” And he divided

lan Robb

his property between them. This is an astonishing
fact. To ask the father for your inheritance before
he dies is like wishing he was dead and out of the
way so | can grab his wealth. What is further as-
tonishing is that the father gives to both his sons

their inheritance.

The younger son did not love the father for
who he was, his father was just a means to sat-

isfy his own selfish ends.

Not many days later the younger son gath-
ered all he had from his father, and journeyed into
a far country. The father was wounded and left to

sorrow, and endure rejected love.

There in that far country the younger son
squandered his property in reckless living. Then
a severe famine arose in that country, and he be-
gan to be in need. The only job he could find was
to feed pigs. The only food he had was what the
pigs ate. He was destitute. His path of self-dis-

covery had led him to ruin.

In verses 17-19 The younger son came to
himself, realising that his father’s servants have
plenty of food to eat. He decides to return, so he
comes up with a restoration plan for himself. His
plan is “l will go to my father and say, “father,
| have sinned against heaven and before you. |

am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make



me as one of your hired servants.” He set out
on his return journey, and when he was a long
way off, his father saw him and felt compassion,
and ran and embraced him and kissed him. The
younger son began with his speech of restoration
but before he could finish it the father said, ‘Bring
quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put
a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. Bring
the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and
celebrate. The father exclaimed, for this my son
was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is

found.’

While the household of the father was rejoic-
ing, and admiring the gracious love of the father
for the restoration of his lost son. The elder son
was in the field, he heard the music and danc-
ing. So he called the servants and asked what
was happening. They replied, “Your brother has
come and your father has killed the fattened calf
because he received him safe and sound”. The
elder brother was angry, and he refused to go in.
He demanded his father to come out. The father
came out and pleaded with him to go in that he
might share in the joy of the recovery of his broth-
er. He answered his father, ‘Look, these many
years | have served you, and | never disobeyed
your command, yet you never gave me a young
goat, that | might celebrate with my friends. When
this son of yours came, who has devoured your
property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened
calf for him! “You never gave me a young goat,
celebrate with my friends. The father’s response
was, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that
is mine is yours. It was fitting to celebrate and be
glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive;

he was lost, and is found.”

The Lord Jesus ends the parable there. What
happened to the eldest son, was he restored?
Was he reconciled to the father and to his young-
er brother? Did he get to go into feast of love,?

We are not told, the parable ended there.

What can we learn from this parable?

In this parable the Lord Jesus exposes the
wicked hearts of both, the religious the elder son,
and the irreligious the younger son. Both sons
wanted to control the father for what they could
get. Both sons had no love for the father. Both
wounded the father, and inflicted sorrow, and
caused him to endure rejected love. But one of

those sons repented and returned to the father.
Which son are you?

We can understand the scripture in Romans
3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God; God has included all of us to be
sinful in His sight. This parable confirms this, and
depicts the selfish greed of our hearts, and how
cruel we treat God, our heavenly Father, though
we have rejected His love. God like a father, is
ever there to extend His love to us. No matter
how erring we have been. God’s whole desire is
that we might be reconciled to Himself,through
the death of His Son the Lord Jesus Christ.

The younger son after squandering his prop-
erty in reckless living he finally acknowledged his
sin and is restored to the father by free grace.
He didn’t understand the father’s love. He con-
sidered he would have to work as a paid servant
to make up for what he had done. It is like us, we
all think we can work off some of the punishment
our sins deserve. We try to repay God, by doing
what we hope will give us some merit and that our

good deeds, will out-weigh our bad ones.

We learn from Ephesians 2:8-9. For by grace
you have been saved through faith. And this is
not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a
result of works, so that no one may boast. Jesus
has paid the full debt of our sins by His suffer-
ings and death on our behalf. From the cross Je-
sus cried “It is finished” (John 19:30) the debt of

our sins was paid in full by Jesus alone. There is
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nothing for you to pay, only to believe and like the
younger son, rejoice and celebrate that you have
become the object of your Fathers love. Though
you could never deserve His love, yet He loves

you with an unconditional and everlasting love.

The elder son’s path is one of moral confor-
mity. He did not love the father either. He also de-
sired to control the father for what he can get. He
displayed his anger, with his father, and refused
to join with the celebration of the lost son’s return.
He publicly disgraces the father in front of the
servants, by demanding the father to come out.
He can see no wrong in his behaviour, he said, “I
have always obeyed you” he feels himself justi-
fied to shame his father and vent his anger, and
bitterness against what his father had done for
his brother. He resented his brother’s recovery.
Sad to say the elder brother cannot see himself
as a sinner. It was not his wrong doing, but his
own supposed goodness that kept him out from

experiencing the free forgiveness of the father.

We see from the parable that Salvation of a
sinner is by God’s initiating love. It teaches us
that God the Father goes out to both the religious
and the irreligious. Yet one response to the Fa-
ther’s love and the other rejects that love. One
heart is melted by the lavish love of the father,
and he receives the embrace of the Father and
the joy of being welcome to feast of love and cel-
ebrate the reconciliation of the lost son at the ex-
pense of the Father. While the elder son through
his own pride and self-righteousness refuses the
abounding love of the father. He sits in judgement
and considers the father is wrong and he is right.
We are reminded by the passage in 2 Corinthians
4:3-4 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them
that are lost: In whom the god of this world hath
blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest
the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is

the image of God, should shine unto them.

Today can you see yourself as that lost err-
ing sinner? You can be assured by this story that
the Lord Jesus has done everything for you to be
reconciled to your Heavenly Father. You can be
assured of being accepted into the Father’s pres-
ence for all eternity. We read in Ephesians 1:4
that by the sacrificial work of Christ, we could be
holy and without blame before God in love: Also
in the sixth verse that we are accepted by God,

through the merits of His beloved Son.

ROur Family Worthy ¢
God’s Callmg

Scripture: 2 Chronicles 7:14

Good morning, brothers and sisters. Indeed,
itis a privilege to share gospel with you this morn-
ing. | am also immensely humble that God could

use a person like me to thank before you today.

Many of you do not know me other than you
see my face here and there. | just give a brief
minute to introduce myself. My name is Wing.
Most of you call me just Wing. My wife lvy and
our daughter Crista have been in Christian As-
sembly since March 2014. The service is not big
in number but it has been great and encouraging
to me. We have four grown-up children. All girls.
We also have two grand-daughters. All girls as
you know. You can say that the female gene in
our family is quite strong. My wife and | are from
Malaysia and we have been in here for 35 years.

That’s enough for brief introduction.

The title of this morning’s sharing is ‘Is Our
Family Worthy of God’s Calling’. This is a chal-

lenging question. In fact, | remember a brother’s



in this year’s first service sharing his experience
of his trip in China. He knows many families
struggle with the pursuit of life, even Christian
families. This is a question for all of us with fami-
lies. It’s a question that | can’t answer for you and
you can’t answer for me. The question is directed
to each family of believers, especially to the men.
Why is it written to the men? The simple answer
is, from the very beginning, God had structured
the Christian family for the male to be the head of
the family. God created Adam first, and when He
commanded Moses to take a census in Book of
Numbers, this is what He said to Moses: “Take a
census of all the congregation of the sons of Isra-
el, by their families, by their fathers’ households,
according to the number of names, very male,
head by head.” As you can see how the male is
very clearly identified as the head of God’s family

structure.

It is not that female is not important. They
just have a different role. | am not qualified to say
much about the female role, but just a few words.
When people ask in a conversation, usually when
they talk, one of the questions they may ask you
is “What do you do?” For the mothers who look
after the children at home, she might say in a
shy way, “I am just a mum.” Never underestimate
the role of mother at home. A child can never say
he or she is poor if ever he or she has a godly
mother. So, next time when someone asks you
and you are a full-time mum, you say this. Very
gently but firmly, you say, “I am building up char-
acter in my next generation.” The question can be
applied to a person of any age. Asking the ques-
tion is very easy but answering is not so easy. If
you don’t have a family now, God willing, He will
provide you a family later on. Though this sharing
is mainly addressed to men, the wonderful thing

about God’s word is that it can be applied to dif-

ferent situations in purpose and circumstances.

Following the main questions, other ques-
tions also follow. For example, what should a
Christian family look like? What does it mean
to a Christian husband and a Christian father?
And in my context, a Christian grandfather and a
Christian father-in-law. And, lastly, why should we
ask these questions in the first place? One thing
I must speak it very clear: | am not an expert in
this area. When God walked with Abraham, He
blessed him with descendants as many as the
sand on the seashore, far too many to be count-
ed. | must confess that my mistakes are like the
sand on the seashore, far too many to be num-
bered. | must confess that the sense of unworthi-
ness before God as | stand here today. Through-
out all my mistakes, God remains faithful. He let
me make all my mistakes, so at the right time, He
could let me see my own sinfulness. Through my
sinfulness His grace is shown through. When |

saw His grace, | repented.

Apart of what | am showing today is a lesson
| have learned from the truth of God’s word, and
it has helped me to shape me and continues to
do so. The truth is | am still learning what is like
to be worthy in each of the roles | am playing. |
can only praise God for His love, His patience,
His faithfulness for me. For the benefit of [09:18],
| can share with you now the positive side of my
mistakes. God did not waste any of them nor
did He waste the tears we shed. [09:45] He al-
ways restored me. One thing | always remember:
I must always with a repentant heart because

that’s what God always looks.

What | have just said is sealed and capsu-
lated in just one verse: 2 Chronicles 7:14: “if my
people, who are called by my name, will hum-

ble themselves and pray and seek my face and
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turn from their wicked ways, then | will hear from
heaven, and | will forgive their sin and will
heal their land.” The context of this verse is when
Solomon finished the building of a temple and he
dedicated the temple to God. And this was how
God spoke to Solomon. This verse spoke to me
in my circumstance. Notice the five parts in this
verse: “called by God’s name and humble them-
selves” is which | call humility; prayer; “seek my
face” which | call devotion; “turn from their wicked
ways” which | call repent; “and | will forgive their
sin and will heal their land” which | call God’s
response. You might say to yourself this verse
does not apply to me because | do not consider
myself wicked. The next verse will change your
mind how you see your own heart. Don’t forget
when we look at ourselves we use own mind to
evaluate what we are and who we are. To look
at ourselves accurately, God’s word is the only

benchmark.

Before | continue this point, | will leave a few
words about God’s word. | am fully convinced
that why the world is in such a mess today and
has been for long time is because it has lost its
measurement stick and benchmark. It has also
lost moral compass. As God’s children, our only
measurement stick and benchmark is the words
of God. Without it, we are using men’s measure-
ment stick and moral compass. And because we
are deeply sinful we produce sinful result. It is
no accident when Jesus say that every man that
I mention not live by bread alone but every word

comes out of God.

So back to our heart, how God see our heart?
This verse describes our heart the way God Je-
sus. The heart is more deceitful than all else and
it is desperately sick. Who can understand? Not

just sick, it is desperately sick. | will now spend

some time on each of the five points that | have

outlined early on.

Humility. As we know, humility is opposite to
pride. If we are honest to ourselves, we all have
it. However, when we understand God’s grace,
our pride should disappear. | say “should” but we
know it does not. Because we still live in the sin-
ful flesh of us. We still let the flesh overtake at
times. We are all guilty of that. | will share one
story with you. It is a story about this black wom-
an called Marian Anderson. Born in Pennsylvania
1897. She joined a junior choir at the age of six.
After graduation in 1921, she applied to an all-
white choir. She was turned down because she
was black. The woman at the mission said “We
don’t want to take coloured.” Consequently, she
studied under a private tutor. After her voice was
discovered, one famous composer described her
voice as one in a century. Eventually in 1939,
she was invited to sing before a crowd of 75,000
at the Lincoln Memorial. Bear this in mind that
race separation in United States did not stop until
1964. A short time later, she was invited by Presi-
dent Roosevelt to sing in White House because
he was entertaining the king and queen of Eng-
land. Over time, she was invited to sing before
royalty of Euro. Later on, she was rewarded by
President Reagan and President Johnson. And
the US congress awarded her a gold medal to
commemorate her 75th birthday. You can see as
a black woman, she has accomplished a lot. In
one of the interviews, she was asked what the
proudest and biggest achievement in her life was.
She could name so many like one of what | have
just mentioned. She paused a few moments with
a smile, she said this: “The greatest and proud-
est moment was when | told my mother she did
not have to wash for people anymore.” How about

this humility. Pride is about what | have achieved.



Humility is to take focus off oneself. Recalling her
mother rather than her achievements. Not only is
the lesson of humility, it is a reminder for children
to remember the mother and the father. No matter
how high you get, how much money you earn, how
famous you become, don’t forget your parents.
The sacrifices they make to give you the opportu-
nity in life. Parents are not perfect and neither the
children. Just like all parents they make mistakes,
| have made more than most. But by the grace of
God, | hope | have learned from them. The great-
est display of humility is none other than Lord
Jesus Christ, our serving king, the Son of God
who came down from heaven, washed the feet
of His disciples, came to serve rather than to be
served, and gave His life for the ransom of many.
The Bible describes His humility in this way: be-
ing found in the appearance of man, He humbled
Himself by be-
coming a being to
a point of death,
even death on the
cross. Humility is
a great virtue but
it doesn’t come
easily. Once we
understand grace,
we can’t feel but
be humble be-
cause we know it
is our sin and your

sin in mind that

Christ bore on the cross at Calvary.

The second point, pray. Corrie ten Boom
the Dutch woman whose family hid the Jews of
German in World War Two. You can still visit the
house in Amsterdam showing the secret compart-
ment how they used to hide the Jews. These are

her words: “The devil smiles when you stop fel-

lowship; they would laugh when you stop read-
ing the Bible; they would shout when you stop
praying.” Our daily walk must be accompanied by
prayer and reading biblical word every day. He
talks to us through His word and we talk to Him
by prayer. As | hit the lowest point in my Christian
walk, when everything seemed hopeless, | said to
God, “You take over. | can do no more.” My prayer
to Him was this. | asked Him to take over every as-
pect of my life. And this is how | seek in each day.
Sure, there must be specifically difficult days, but
| looked up and [24:57] around. Never underesti-
mate the power of pray. If you believe in what you
pray and you await upon the Lord. These are the
words of Hudson Taylor the founder of China In-
land Mission: “It is possible to move men through
God by pray alone.” With this word, you would
understand why “they would shout when you
stop praying”.
We pray to the
one only true-
living God and
Satan  knows
it because he
knows he will
be defeated
enemy. His
days are num-
bered because
Jesus will re-
turn one day.
When we pray,
we also need to check our motives. Is our mo-
tive pure? What are we asking God for? Is it to
satisfy our flesh desires? Or is it for His glory?
What's our attitude when God say no? What's our
attitude when God say wait? How do we know the
difference? We just place our trust in Him and we

wait. | also learn something about prayer. Some-
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times we find ourselves in very difficult circum-
stances. It is something we have said or some-
thing we have done. We pray for circumstance to
change. Nothing wrong with that. But God is tak-
ing His time so that while | am waiting He is actu-
ally working into my heart. If He changed my cir-
cumstance too quickly, | may not have learned my
lesson. When | saw the sinfulness of my heart, |
repented, | saw God’s divine hand moving. This
is why God is so real to me. | am sure many of
you can testify God’s divine hand in your life. We
must remember God is not a bell boy we see at
a hotel. He is an almighty God. We must always

approach Him with fear.

My third point, devotion. What does it mean
to be devoted to God? How does one define this
devotion to God? As an awkward question, the
answer is found in the Bible. Jesus said in Mark
12:30-31: “You should love your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and
with all your strength.” The second is “You should
love your neighbours as yourself.” There is no
commandment greater than these. The Mosaic
Law contained over 600 laws and regulations,
Jesus formed into two. When you meditate and
follow these two commandments, you will be
amazed how the rest falls into place. To know the
two greatest commandments is one thing, live it
out is another. For many years, | knew it in my
head but | didn’t live it out. Devotion to God is a
conscientious decision. It is not something that
happens automatically. It is when you draw a line
in your life, say this to yourself, “I surrender all to
Him.” [32:04] “You do make my life the way that
You want. You change me, You shape me, You
mould me into the likeness of Your Son.” Help me
to bring all glory in each day. | love hymns and
many favors. For example, words in this hymn:

“Take my life and let it be, consequent the Lord to

Thee. Take my voice and let me sing always only
for my king. Take my will and make it Thy, it shall
be no longer mine.” | release all of myself to Him.
| gave my life to Him and let Him lead every as-
pect of my life. In surrendering, you win. In dying
to self, you live. What a glory of God! It has been
said, “In order to live, you have to know how to
die. When you learn how to die, you learn how to
live.” Devotion is carried a cost. It is called com-
mitment. Commitment to live out Mark 12:30-31. |
am sure your enemy is not going to make it easy
for you. But when you decide where your com-
mitment lies, who you trust in your life? Who else
but in the one and only true living God who gave
His son for our sins. Sometimes in our despair we
think that God has forgotten us. That's nothing
further away from truth. That’s a lie from Satan.
He has and always would be a deceiver. Don’t
forget he deceived Eve in the Garden Eden. But
look at what God had promised; “Can a woman
forget her nursing child and have no compassion
on the son of her womb? Even these forget you,
but I will not forget you.” How can a mother for-
get her baby? God said, “Even your mother forget
you, | will not forget you.” What an amazing God

we serve!

Point number four: repentance. To repent
to change the direction of the way we live. From
my own ways to God’s ways. To align a life with
His word. The first step of repentance is to ac-
knowledge our sinfulness before God. However,
we must always remember that there are always
consequences to sin. This is God’s character. He
does not tolerate willful sin. Believe me. | have
been there, | know. Our God is good but is also
just. In this path of refining process, He deals
with our sin. This is where we learn to be purified
by God for His use and His glory. Upon acknowl-

edging my need to change, | asked myself some



questions. Did | not do properly? What responsi-
bility do | neglect? What priority did | get wrong?
| come from a non-Christian background. My par-
ents did not lead any religion. In Malaysia, we call
them free thinkers. The name of Jesus was totally
foreign to us. So, when | was growing up, | was
aligned to [39:00] values. So, when | grew up in
adulthood, the most important part was to make a
living. As | repented, one thing became very clear
to me: making aliving is important but making a life
is much more important. Not just any life but life
with God’s words as the foundation. Why is foun-
dation important? Because the words of God tell
us, “the grass wither, the flowers fade, God’s word
stands forever.” By this time, my children have all
grown up,
| realise |
have failed
one  very
important
aspect as
a Christian
father. | did
not provide
them with
God’s word
as the foun-
dation of their lives. | could make excuse that it’s
too late as they have all grown up, but there is
an English saying: “Better late than never.” So
| started writing a weekly email to my family. It
can cover any topic but it always draws back to
the word of God. Whether it is about the book of
Bible | am reading or about circumstances, but
it always draw back to the word of God. As we
all know that knowledge of God is one thing but
the most difficult part is how you live out. Repen-
tance is about to live out the word of God. If you

ask my wife, | am the most impatient husband.

Part of my repentance is to become patient. Be-
side, that’s the part of Galatians 5:22, “the fruit
of Spirit”. These are just a couple of examples
of repentance. If | share all of what | have re-
pent, we might not have time for lunch today. Se-
riously, repentance goes deep into the heart. Our
heart must be willing to change. Don’t ever tell
yourself | cannot change. This is how God made
me. That’s another lie from devil. If you are a true
child of God, you can change. Is it easy? It is not.
Is it impossible? It is absolutely not. Don’t forget
you are not the one changing. It is God’s hand
working in your hand to change you. Our job is to

surrender to let Him shape us and mould us to the

likeness of His son.

My fifth
is God’s

point
response.
Let’'s refresh our-
selves with 2 Chron-
icles 7:14. God’s
response is “Then |
will hear from heav-
en, forgive the sin
and heal the land.”
Please note God’s
response is not au-
tomatic. We need to
humble ourselves before Him. We need to pray
and seek Him face. Then, only then, there will
be God’s response. Forgiveness, what a word!
We would all be condemned people if it were not
God'’s forgiveness. He forgives when we confess
our sins before Him and we have repentant heart.
“Heal the land” is God’s blessings. God’s bless-
ings come in so many shapes and forms. Some-
times, we tend to think of material blessings, but
it is more than that. Think of health, peace and
harmony in family, your children being blessed

with godly spouses. Think of your family mem-
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bers have been saved because of your testimony.
Think of joy in the Lord. They are all God’s bless-

ings.

In last, | will say why we should need to ask
the question in the first place. Is our families
worthy of God’s calling? | put it down to two per-
spectives. Firstly, the spiritual perspective. In the
most right way, the family [46:57] as we see is
under threat. The concept of family goes back all
the way to the book of Genesis. The first family
was Adam and Eve. The way the world is having
the definition of family is changing. In many parts
of the world, if | use the same name, a family
could be Adam and Adam or Eve and Eve. Satan
is out to destroy what God had created. It is clear
a spiritual battle for Christians. We must make
a stand for God whatever the world says. It is a
reminder that Satan has blinded the world. This
spiritual battle can only be won if we stand behind
the spiritual weapon: the arm of God in Ephesian
6. Spiritual battle can only be forced with spiri-
tual weapon. Second perspective, testimony per-
spective. As children of God, we are supposed
to be a good testimony of God. That should be
our forefront of our minds to bring honour and
glory to our great God. However, it is not easy
because we are by nature sinful. But it is not pos-
sible if our heart is before God. Always remember
He is the potter and we are the clay. If our heart
is hardened, God cannot work. When we open
them up to Him, there is no boundary what God
can do. How do we open our heart? Bring our-
selves to the foot of the cross. Run through and
reflect what Christ had done for us. Our hardened
hearts will melt. We will know that every sin is
nailed to the cross. How can we not be humble?
The question comes back to the fathers: what is
the most important legacy we leave for our chil-

dren? There is no better legacy than the word of

God. Why is that so? Because it stands in the
test of time and lasts forever. Look at what God
commanded Moses to do. “I will make them hear
my words, that they may learn to fear me all the
days that they shall live upon the earth, and that
they may teach their children.” We teach our chil-
dren God’s ways and God’s words so they can
teach their children God’s ways and God’s words.
Dear brothers as fathers, this is our most impor-
tant task. Making a living is important but making
a life with God’s words as foundation is far far
more important. Is it easy? For myself, | find it
hard. What | have learned is to seek God in ev-
erything | do. He leads, | follow. There is always
an over-writing factor. My life to please Him and
bring Him honour and glory. What keeps me go-
ing when time gets tough? | love the words of this

hymn because the smile of Jesus is my reward.

Because our sinfulness, there is always dis-
agreements in our families. It started from Gene-
sis, no difference today. How do we resolve them?
Some of them can be very complex. | heard one
unbeliever gives this solution. They ask a ques-
tion: who is the glue in your family? In another
words, who holds the family together? Sounds
logical, but it is a wrong question. Because is a
Christian family, if we say the mother, where do
you put the father? If you say the father, where do
you put the mother? The Bible is the glue. Obe-
dience is our glue. That’'s why it is always our
benchmark and moral compass. Is it easy to put
it to real life? It depends on what you prepare to
do for the glory of God. | shall leave this question
to you because you are the only one who can

answer that.

| said early on that this verse and the point
apply to a believer’s family. Where does it lead

on unbeliever in Jesus Christ? Well, you have a



much bigger and deeper question to answer. My
question to you is this: where would you spend
your eternity? You know as human beings, we do
things every day. We get up in early, we can go
to work, go to university. Do whatever we have to
do in the day. Nothing wrong with them. But we
take it for granted that we can do all the things,
go home, sleep, and God willing you to get up
the next day and do the same things again. |
will share with what had happened to me early
this year. | went to work one morning in January.
When | was going downstairs, | fell. Strong pain in
my chest. To cut the long story short, | got a heart
attack. When the doctors examined me later on,
they were quite amazed on what they found. | had
substantial blockages in my arteries. And | had
bypass surgery. After the operation, the surgeon
told my wife that he was amazed | was alive. The
night before the operation, | gathered my family
together. | told them this: whatever happens, it is
a win-win for me too. If | don’t make it, | will be
with my Lord Jesus tonight. If | make it, | can see
you all again. By grace of God, | can stand here
before you today. By grace of God, | carried my
second grandchild two months later. | think this is
an opportunity to thank many brothers and sisters
who prayed for me and my family too. God looked
after me in every step of the way. | was recover-
ing in ICU, | heard a voice and a hand on my
shoulder. “Brother Wing.” | thought | was dream-
ing. Only people in church call me brother Wing.
| opened my eyes and | saw a lady who | never
saw before. It came out to be Lily Kowk working
in the hospital, who helped to look after me. | did
not feel death at all because | know where | ought
to goin. | can honestly say death has lost its sting

on me. In the operation theatre, my life was in

the hands of the surgeon. | now carry permanent
scar on my body. The nursing staff told me, “Don’t
put any cream on your wounds because it might
cause it to infect.” She said that many people are
embarrassed by scars. | shared with one of the
nursing staff. | told her that | am a Christian. This
scar reminds me of God’s mercy upon me and |

hope it will never go away.

To you who have not place your trust in Je-
sus Christ, what about your heart and soul no
surgery knife can reach? Nothing but the blood
of Jesus shed on Calvary. The blood of Jesus
reconciles you with almighty God. Do you know
where you spend your eternity? The reality is we
all have eternity. It is a question where you spend
it. Would you place your trust in Jesus Christ to-
day? Before you leave this building today, you can
make your peace with God this morning. He will
give you a new meaning in life. A life has grace
as your foundation. You will not find grace any-
where except in the true Christian faith. It is not
about what you can do for what has been done.
God is [01:03:47] this morning. Would you let this
Son in? There is no thing He cannot forgive. You
just got to ask His forgiveness. If you feel broken
and unworthy, you just like me. The difference is
| am a sinner saved by grace, you are sinners yet
to be saved by grace. That’s why Jesus died for
you and for me. All what you have to do is to ask
for His forgiveness. When you do, you will find a
whole new way to live. No longer for yourself but
in the Son of God who love you and me and who
gave His life so that we can live in eternity with

Him.
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Matthew 11:28-29

This is Jesus, the son of God saying come
to me. It’ s an invitation. Let me give you
an illustration:

I know some of the overseas students
here, and I know that you’ re working re-—
ally hard. You’ re studying, working in jobs
and also studying for IELETS. Imagine you get
a phone call from Malcolm Turnbull the prime
minister. So you’ re studying and you get
a phone call and it’ s Malcolm Turnbull on
the line and he says “I’ ve heard about you
and I want you to come to my office. While
you’ re in Australia, I want to adopt you as
my child and of course, you’ 11 get citizen-—
ship and a passport. And also, you can come
live in my house. But also, I’ 11 give you a
golden passport. With this golden passport,
the government will provide everything for
you, your education, your travel, your ac-—
commodation. Now if you received that phone
call, would you come? I would. This morning
we’ re reading about an invitation and a call
from someone infinitely greater than Malcolm
Turnbull. Infinitely more powerful and of-
fering something infinitely greater.

So what I’ d like to do is consider what
Jesus is saying when he says, come to me. So
were going to look at what he says in four
ways. We’ re going to look at what it means
to come. And we’ re going to look at who he
called to come to him. And then we’ re go-—
ing to look at why God called us to come.
And then how do we come. So we’ re looking
at what Jesus says “come to me” and we’ re
looking at what, who, why and how.

So the word “come” what does it mean?
Leaving where you are and coming to another
place where that person is. I knew I would

ask this question so I looked in the diction-—
ary. And come means, to draw near to, to be
at hand, to be with, and to approach. So like
what Moses was saying, so imagine they’ re
two people. There is a person who is inviting
and calling him to come. And there’ s another
person who’ s moving in his direction. Come
means that the person who is moving in the
direction he’ s heading and stops and moves
over to where this person is. That’ s what
it means to come. Now if you hadn’ t had that
phone call from Malcolm Turnbull, and if you
wanted to come to the Prime Minister, how
easy would that be to do? If you wanted to
go to the Prime Minister to tell him about
your problems, how easy would that be to do?
Malcolm Turnbull’ s got security guards, a
secretary, he has the Police, so it’ s very
difficult to come to somebody like Malcolm
Turnbull right? Unless he calls you to come.

How easy it is for us to come to God? You
know it says in the Bible that Jesus said
that “pray this way. Our Father, who is in

B

heaven.” God is in heaven. there’ s a huge
separation between us and God in terms of
our nature. God is a spirit in heaven and we
inhabit a body. You can’ t get a plane ticket
to go to heaven. So there’ s a huge separa—
tion between us and God. If we just want
to go to God, we can’ t, we can’ t get to
heaven. But also, there is a huge separation
between us and God in terms of our character.
So the Bible says that “the Lord is Holy,
Holy, Holy.” Not just holy once, but holy
three times. God is perfect, he is without
sin. And we, are sinful. So we are separated
from God by a huge gulp in terms of our na-—
ture, in terms of our character. Going back
to that example before, if Malcolm Turnbull
if he was here and we were here, but we know

he is in Canberra right? We could get a car



and go over there and shout. But God is in
heaven he’ s up there we are down here. We
can’ t reach the Lord

The only way that we can come to God is
because he came to us. God came to us in his
Son Jesus. He came to this world and lived a
sinless life and died on a cross for a rea-—
son. He died on the cross to take the pun-—
ishment for our sins so that we can come to
him. So God has made a way for us to come to
him through his son Jesus. So it says in the
Bible that we’ re separated from God by our
sins. This is in Isaiah. Another verse says
that all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God. Romans 3:23. But this is the
verse | was trying to find which is Jesus
saying I am the way, the truth and the life
and no one comes to the father except through
me. So Jesus is the only way that mankind can
The Bible says that there’ s

there’ s no other religion,

come to God.

no other way,
there’ s no other prophet. The only way 1is
through Jesus Christ the son of God. So we
come to God based on his word, the Bible. The
other thing that Jesus said is come to me all
you who are heavy laden and I will give you
rest. And he also said, take my yoke upon
you. Do you know what a yoke is? Not an egg
yvolk. A yoke is what farmers use to connect
to oxen together. So in this picture the yoke
is the wooden bar that’ s connecting the two
oxen. So Jesus says take my yoke upon you.
What Jesus is saying is, we are to be con-—
nected with him.

Coming to Jesus means that we come to
him and we stay with him. It’ s not like go-—
ing to the doctor. When you’ re sick you go
to the doctor and he gives you medicine to
make you better and then you go away. When
you get sick, you go back again. That’ s not
the relationship that God wants with us. Je-—
sus says, take my yoke upon you. So what he
means 1is, come to me and stay with me and
be connected with me. There’ s a few verses
that really show how amazing this is. What
it says in the Bible is when we come to Jesus
and believe in him, then he is in us and we
are in him. This verse in Ephesians 1:7 it
says, in him we have redemption through his
blood. the forgiveness of sin in accordance
of the riches of God’ s grace that he lav-—
ished on us. So it’ s in him we are saved.
And this verse in Colossians says, to them
God has chosen to make known among the Gen-—

tiles, the glorious riches of this mystery
which is Christ in you the hope of glory. So
to come to Jesus means that he is in us and
we are in him.

So our next point is: Who is called to
come? Who was Jesus calling to come? Our
verse said come to me all you who are weary
and heavy laden and I will give you rest.
Jesus 1is calling those who are weary and
heavy laden. In the context of the Bible, at
the start of chapter 11, it says that Jesus
is in the towns of Galilee. So he is speak-—
ing to a mixed group of Jews, of Gentiles,
but he’ s speaking to people who are try-
ing to earn their salvation. He’ s speaking
to people who are trying to make themselves
right with God. It’ s very interesting that
God will call these sorts of people. So when
we think of the example of the Prime Minis-—
ter, who normally would come to the Prime
Minister? Who normally gets invited to come
to the Prime Minister? Normally the people
that come to the Prime Minister are people
who are rich, are powerful, they’ re influ-
ential, they have political influence. If
you’ re weak, you’ re hungry, if your labour-—
ing and your heavy laden, he wouldn’ t want
to see you. So God is calling those who are
weary and heavy laden.

Jesus is really calling for sinners to
come to him. Now in Matthew 9:13, what Jesus
says is, I have not come to call the righ-
teous but to call sinners. And he doesn’ t
mean people who are truly righteous he means
people who are self-righteous. So he is say-—
ing I have not come to call the self-righ-
In God’ s
eyes, we are all sinners. We saw the verse
before that said, for all have sinned and
fallen short of the glory of God. That
means, there is not one person who hasn’ t

teous but come to call sinners.

sinned against God! You might say I haven’ t
done anything terrible, I’ m not that bad, I
haven’ t murdered anyone, but what it said in
the Bible is, all things that we think that
are like filthy
rags. This verse from Isiah 64:6 says, all

are good about ourselves,

of us has become like one who is unclean,
and all of our righteous acts are like filthy
rags and we shrivel up like a leaf. And like
the wind, our sins sweep us away. The reason
that God can call us sinful is because he
knows every single thing about us. Usually
when we judge about right and wrong, we just
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look at what’ s on the outside. You see other
people on the outside. But what God looks at
is what ‘s in our heart, and what’ s in our
mind, our intensions and our motivations. In
the Bible, one of the Ten Commandments is
you shall not commit adultery. This is about
you not being sexually immoral. But what Je-
sus said is, if you looked at a woman lust-—
fully, you have committed adultery in your
heart. You see, God’ s standard is much high-
er than our standard. he knows what’ s in our
heart, our intensions, our thoughts. If any-
one thinks that they haven’ t done anything
wrong, imagine we had a movie about your life
this week, and we were going to show it up
here, who would be happy to have their life
shown up here? We are all sinful. Somebody
gave a good illustration. He said that all
the things that are good that we do, are like
a spider—-web and our sin is like a rock. And
if our drop the rock on that spider—web, what
will happen? Will the spider—-web hold up the
rock? Will our good deeds outweigh our sins?
They won’ t. So we’ re separated with God
because of our sins.

So there are two ways that we are weary
and heavy laden. One way is if we try to work
for our salvation. We do good works to prove
to God that we deserve to be in heaven. But
you might say, I don’ t do that, I don’ t
care about that. Let me ask you a question.
if you were to die right now, and you were
to come before God, and God asks you to give
an account of your life, and why you should
be allowed to go into heaven, what would you
say to him? That reason that you use, is what
you’ re trying to do to earn your way. Some
people might say that, 1’ ve been working
really hard, I’ ve had so many houses, I’ ve
had so much wealth, I’ m a good person. This
makes me a worthy person. Or I have good
education, I have 10 degrees, this makes me
a worthy person. Or I have 10 children, that
makes me a worthy person. I was thinking
about the example of a house. So you have a
house. So you say to God, well I’ m a worthy
person because I’ ve worked hard, I own hous-—
es I own things. Would that impress God? The
next picture is a picture of the Earth. The
Bible says that the Earth is the Lord’ s and
all that is in it. The Bible says, all the
cattle of the field belongs to the Lord. What
is your house or your possessions in relation
to the size of the whole world? It’ s insig-
nificant. What about in relation to the size

of the Universe? What we have is insignifi-
cant before God. God doesn’ t just own the
whole world. But he owns the whole Universe
So when you come before God, he’ s not going
to ask you, how many houses do you own, what
did you get in the HSC, or the citizenship
of what country do you have. None of that is
going to impress God. But he’ s going to ask
you one thing. He will ask, what did you do
about my son? This is the critical question
that you need to answer before God. and what
it says in the Bible is that, whoever has the
son, that is Jesus, has life. Whoever who
does not have the Son of God does not have
life. That’ s the critical question that we
need to answer before God

But there’ s one other way that we’ re
weary and burdened. In the Bible it says,
God says to people, do no work for what does
not satisfy. That’ s in Isiah 55. The problem
is that we work for what does not satisfy.
Let me ask you another question: What’ s the
one thing in your life that you think, if I
get this thing, I will be happy. Is it do-
ing really well in the HSC? Is it passing
you IELTES? Is it getting you degree? Is it
that your children are successful? What’ s
that one thing that you think will make you
happy when you get it. I can guarantee you,
it won’ t make you happy. It won’ t satisfy
you. Somebody really insightful said this,
is there anything wrong with those things, 1is
there anything wrong with wanting to have a
good job or wanting to do well at school or
Is there
anything wrong with those things? What this

to be married or to have a house.

person said is that there’ s nothing wrong
with those things. But what’ s wrong is the
order of what we love is wrong. The things
that we are to love the least is what we love
the most and the things that we love the
most we are to love the least. So our loves
are disordered. I’ 11 give you an example.
This is an example that a speaker gave. If
you love your career more than your fam—
ily, what happens to your family? It breaks
down right? if you love money more than your
friends, what happens? Your relationships
break down. So the problem is, that our love
is disordered. So what the Bible says 1is,
we are to love God the most. We are to love
God more than anything else. That doesn’ t
mean you don’ t love your children, or your
husband or wife, but you love God more. And
true rest and true contentment is knowing



that God loves you and you loving him. I re-
member when I was a non-believer and I came
to this church, except we were in Artarmon.
The first meeting I’ ve ever been to in the
church and the first person I spoke to was
Neil Buckman and I said, what is the mean-—
ing of life? I thought I’ 11 just go for the
killer question. And he said, “the meaning
of life, is to love God, and to enjoy him for
eternity. I’ m still thinking through that

The next thing that we are going to talk
about is why has God has called us to come?
Remember our main verse “come to me all you
who are weary and heavy laden and I will give
you rest. So why does God call us to come?
He calls us to come to give us rest. What
is rest? The dictionary says that rest is
freedom from work, toil, strain or activity.
A body rests when it is still. The mind is
at rest when it is at peace and without agi-
tation or anxiety. Are there any musicians
here? I’ m learning to play the saxophone.
I’ ve been learning for 23 years. When I’ m
playing, I’ m blowing and moving my fingers.
When I get to a rest in the music, it means
So that’ s
rest. Rest is being free from work and hav-

I can stop and take a breath.

ing peace. There are two parts to the rest
that Jesus talks about. Just like there was
two part to being weary and heavy laden. The
first part is being able to rest. from your
own works. the second part is being able to
rest from what does not satisfy. The reason
we can rest from our works, and what I mean
by that is if you look at other religions,
what do they need to do? You may need to pray
a number of times a day, give to the poor,
observe days and festivals and things like
that, these are all works that we do to try
to impress God. In the Bible, there were Ten
in the 0ld Tes-—
tament, there were 613 laws. And addition
to that, the Pharisees and the teachers of
the law, had added their own laws on top of

Commandments but overall,

that. And then there were the long standing
traditions as well. So if you were a Jew at
that time, you were in a continuous cycle of
sinning and sacrificing, sinning and sacri-
ficing. I don’ t think anyone of us is Jews
here. Just because we don’ t sacrifice to
pay for those sins, doesn’ t mean we don’ t
sin. We sin. But what God did was, he sent
his son Jesus. To take the punishment for our
sins. To bear them on the cross. He who is
without sin bore our sins on the cross. To

die for us, so we are saved. Not by what we
do, but what we believe. In Ephesians 2:8-
10 it says this, for it is by grace you have
been saved, through faith—and this is not
from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not
by works, so that no one can boast. For we
are God’ s handiwork, created in Christ Je-—
sus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do. This says, we are not
saved by our works, we’ re saved by God’ s
grace through faith. And grace is an amazing
word. If you do something wrong, and somebody
forgives you for doing something wrong, they
are being merciful to you. That is called
mercy. But grace, is where we did something
wrong and instead of just forgiving us, God
has loved us. He’ s forgiven us and made
us his children. That’ s grace. So somebody
once said, Christians are not saved by works

so they’ re not saved by good works, but
they’ re saved in order to do good works.
So through believing in Jesus, you receive a
salvation that is through faith. And any work
that you do, is done out of love for God, not
in order to justify yourself

The second way is you can find rest af-
ter finding satisfaction in the things of
the world that will not satisfy you. True
satisfaction comes from going God’ s love
for you, and loving him in return. There’ s
another picture about rest, when you’ re
tired, when you’ re exhausted, you’ 11 often
lean on other people and rest. And they hold
you up. Once, when I was a lot younger, I was
climbing the highest mountain in South-East
Asia and three—quarters of the way up I had a
really bad cramp. And I had to lean on those
people who went up with me. Now if I’ m re-
ally tired, I could lean on Michael, but I
couldn’ t lean on him for too long because
he’ 11 drop me. That what happens in this
world, other people you try to lean on. But
to truly enter God’ s rest is to lean on him.
That means we lean on God for our salvation,
we lean on God for purpose and meaning to
this life, and we lean on God for eternity

So the next question was, how do we come?
So Jesus said, come to me all you who are
weary and heavy laden. How do we come? So
I’ 11 share my testimony:

I was born in Malaysia. My natural mother
died when I was two weeks old. My father re—
married when I was three, and then we moved
to Australia in 1973. That was before a lot
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of you were born. And then what happened was
my parents, stayed in Australia for a couple
of years, then they moved back to Malaysia.
But because of the difficulties, the politi-
cal difficulties and things in Malaysia, they
left me here in Australia. So I lived with
uncles and aunties and things, in Adelaide
and also in Sydney. And I didn’ t start liv-
ing with my step—mum until I was 13. And I
didn’ t start living with my dad until when I
was 18, when he retired. I didn’ t know, but
I had a lot of anger and bitterness toward
my parents.

One day, my uncle, he was like the black
sheep of the family. Do you know what that
means? It means that he was the uncle that
your mum says, don’ t be like him. He was
a smoker, and a professional gambler. You
know, these things are addictions. And one
day, he stopped smoking, and he stopped gam-—
bling. And what had happened was, he had come
to Jesus and believed in Jesus. And then
he set about telling his brothers and sis-—
ters, 10 of them, about Jesus. And my parents
became believers! Prior to this we had no
Christian background. Like a true Christian
background.

When my parents became Christians [
couldn’ t believe it. I started reading the
Bible so I could argue with them because I
had this wrong idea that you had to be good
to be a Christian. But you don’ t have to
be good to be a Christian, you have to be
forgiven. As I started reading the Bible, I
started in the book of Matthew, which is the
first book of the New Testament about Jesus
I really met Jesus for the first time. There
were a few verses that really spoke to me.
Two in particular, but one of the critical
verses 1is the one we’ re looking at today
which is Matthew 11:28-29, where Jesus says,
come to me, all you who are weary and heavy
laden and I will give you rest. somebody said
that the Bible is the book that understands
me. And when I read it, it was really some-—
thing that jumped out at me. Come to me all
you who are weary and heavy laden. Because
on the outside everything should have been
great. I was 22 years old, I lived at home,
so I didn’ t have a lot of expenses, in high
school, I had always wanted to do architec—
ture. That’ s all I wanted to do. So I was
studying architecture, I had a job working
in architecture, and we lived by the beach,

we lived on the Northern Beaches, I used to
surf ski and windsurf, I had money, I had
a car, everything I wanted. The thing 1is,
when I got all those things, 1 felt empty
and dissatisfied. When I did these things,
it was okay, because I was distracted. But
once I got what I aimed for, it was like, 1is
that it? I think in all of us, there’ s this
desire, for something that satisfies us. For
meaning, for purpose, for contentment, and
if we try to find it in the thing of this
world, you won’ t find it. Because God made
us, and he made us with a desire for some-
thing that is eternal. For what is pure, for
what is holy, what is good. And we can only
find that in the Lord. So after reading that
verse, Matthew 11:28, I came to the Lord and
God changed me. He healed a lot of the things
that were wrong in me. My attitudes had I had
towards my parents. At the start of this talk
I gave you that stupid example about Malcolm
Turnbull and the golden passport. But the
real golden passport is the Blood of Jesus
Christ. Because Jesus died for us. If you be-
lieve in him, the Blood of his sacrifice cov-—
ers you and God doesn’ t see all your sins.
But he sees his son. And we are to come to
the Lord as we are. But if you come to Jesus
you will not stay as you are. You will change
because he will be in you and you will be in
him. As you get to know him, you will change

The last verse I want to look at is this

It is in Isiah 55:6-7 it says this, seek the
Lord while he may be found. Call on him while
he is near. Let the wicked forsake their ways
and the unrighteous their thoughts. Let them
turn to the Lord and he will have mercy on
them and to our God, he will truly pardon

Because God is calling you to come to him,
now is the time to respond. Seek the Lord
while he may be found, call on him while he
is near. If somebody calls you, there are
only two responses. Sometimes at home, I have
4 children I won’ t tell you which one I’ m
talking about, but sometimes I’ 11 call some
of the children, and I know they hear my but
they don’” t answer. So when God is calling,
we can ignore him. But that’ s the same as
rejecting him. The other response is that
you outright reject the Lord. But ignoring
and rejecting are the same thing. You’ re not
coming to the Lord. The only response that
will lead to salvation, eternal life and a
relationship with God, is to come to him and
to respond to his call.
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