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With all my heart | praise the Lord, and | am glad because of God my Savior.
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The Secret to a
Divinely Changed Heart

1 Corinthians 13:1-13

The city of Corinth became
eminent among all ancient cities
for wealth through trade from all
quarters of the Mediterranean world.
Luxury, amusement, and dissipation,
were the natural consequents. It
was also distinguished for its
refinement and learning.

Corinth was devoted, or
dedicated thus to the goddess of
love, or licentious passion; and the
effect may be easily conceived. The
morals of the city can be easily
understood. It became the most
frivolous, dissipated, corrupt, and
ultimately the most effeminate and
feeble portion of Greece.

It is necessary to make these
statements, because they go to
show the exceeding grace of God in
collecting a Church in such a city.
It reveals the power of the gospel
in overcoming the strongest and most
polluted passions of our nature.
(Adapted from A Barnes notes)

The Apostle Paul had spent
18 months in the city of Corinth
planting, and establishing the
Church. He wrote a letter to them

lan Robb

sometime later, as he had heard that
there were contentions, arguing,
bickering, and power struggles,
resulting in splinter groups within
the Church. Though they were gifted
in public speaking yet he found

that a fundamental change in their
behaviour toward one another had
greatly lacked.

He spoke of being sent to preach
the gospel: not with wisdom of
words, lest the cross of Christ
should be made of none effect. As
the letter commends them of their
being enriched in Christ in all
speech and all knowledge, yet it
laments the fact that there is
little effect of the work of Christ
upon the hearts.

The illustration of the rubber
ball seems to apply here. When you
put pressure you can change the
shape of the ball but when the
pressure is released it returns
to its old position. So it was
with many of those who Paul was
addressing. Their lives had not been
changed in a permanent manner, only
temporally affected. They seem to
slip back into their old ways.

Paul desired to show them a more
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excellent way (12:31), which would
permanently change their attitudes
of how they interacted with others,
whether they were inside or outside
of the Church. Paul knew that the
only way the world would experience
the love of Christ; would be through
the Churches’ life and attitude.

As Corinth was a city that was
multicultural, it gave the Church
the opportunity to show the world

a society of human life lived
according to the will of God. For
that it needed a deep and permanent
change of heart.

In 1 Corinthians 13:1-2 The
Apostle Paul showed how he could
have had the gift of speaking in
foreign languages; yet without love
it really amounted to nothing.
Though he had preaching and teaching
gifts without love it made him
nothing, and his ministry totalled
zero. If he had the extra ordinary
gift of faith, to move mountains but
no love all summed up to nothing.

Also he mentions in verse 3 of
a morally committed life in service
to others. He speaks of giving
all his goods to feed the poor:; he
was willing to go into voluntary
poverty, this is a notable quality,
yet without the motivation of God’ s
love it amounted to nothing. He
spoke of the supreme sacrifice of
giving his body to be burnt, yet
without a real changed heart of
God’s love motivating his service,
it amounted to nothing.

Paul spoke in verse 1 without
God’ s dynamic love changing his
heart he would be a noisy gong or
a clanging cymbal. It would just

amount to an outward show attracting
attention to myself and gain
acceptance from God and those around
me. This amounted to a self-centred
attitude for our own glory.

A very spectacular busy active
life of ministry and service to
others without love, care, and
respect for his fellow mankind,
meant his ministry was of no
account to God. He knew that if
he did not take heed to his fallen
sinful nature, and neglected to
practise the characteristics of love
describes in this chapter verse
4-7, his ministry and labour, would
amount to nothing. If his attitudes
and interaction with others resulted
in bitter anger, contentions, and
judgemental attitudes; his ministry
in God’s estimation would be as
nothing.

The Corinthian Church were rich
in gifts, their character defects
were blighting their efforts
in ministry, and rendering it
ineffective by their lack of love.
It had been plagued with envy,
strife, rival faction, competing
with one another, causing division,
disunity and irreparable damage to
others.

Dynamic power of love

1 Corinthians 13:4-7. Love is
patient and kind; love does not
envy or boast; it is not arrogant
or rude. It does not insist on
its own way; it is not irritable
or resentful; it does not rejoice
at wrongdoing, but rejoices with
the truth. Love bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things.



In these verses we have the
central part of this chapter of what
love is, and what love is not. When
viewed in what precedes we can see
all the things that the Corinthians
were not. They were not patient,
nor kind to each other, they were
jealous of others, boasting of their
gifts, they were behaving arrogantly
and rudely to one another, insisting
on their own way, keeping records of
wrongs.

Paul did not give them a list
of virtues that they should try and
live up to. Nor did he lay down laws
for them to follow. In these verses
4-7 the apostle uses intransitive
verbs to describe what love is. Paul
personifies love. He is saying that
love is a person, and it is that
person, who is, and has the power
to change the heart in a permanent
way. Paul has one person in view as
he stated in 1 Corinthians 2:2 For
I determined not to know anything
among you except Jesus Christ and
Him crucified.

We learn love, by being loved.

Many studies have been done in
the social science areas how infants
acquire love. In a study done by
David R. Hamilton PhD, said when
infants and children are starved of
love and affection, their bodies do
not grow as they should--Any mother
intuitively knows that her children
need love.

As infants we learn love by the
parental love shown to us. I think
we all know this. The universally
accepted principle of learning love
is by being loved by another.

We can understand that even if

we have the very best of parental
love there is, we still have a lack
in our lives. Yet the principle is
the same. How did we learn love by
being loved.

We love Him because He first
loved us. (1 John 4:19). The Holy
Spirit has poured God’ s love into
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our hearts. (Romans 5:5)

In verse 4 it says, love is
patient, or as some translate it,
suffers long. When we hear of love
as suffering long it turns our
eyes upward to long suffering of
our Saviour who lived a life of
suffering for us. He was despised
and rejected by men, a man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief.
(Isaiah 53:3) How the Lord Jesus
would not turn from suffering even
though it meant the horror of losing
the presence of His Father, as He
bore the sins of many in His own
body, on the cross. He would not
turn from the suffering, until He
had finished paying the utmost debt
of the sins of His people. Then the
final cry, "It is finished”. When we
understand this voluntary suffering
of love for us, our hearts undergo
a deep change. It is by Jesus love
that our hearts are moved to love
others, who like us, are made in the
image of God. We can love a world
with a measure of that love that
suffers long, even though we are
despised and rejected by them.

I do urge you today to consider
the Lord Jesus suffering for your
sins. Read the accounts of Jesus
sufferings in the Bible, in Matthew
27, Mark 15, Luke 23, and John 19.

Truly if you see what your sins did 25
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to the perfect Saviour. It is this
love that will change you to love
others, and share with them what you
discovered.

Also it says love is not puffed
up, love always take the way of
humility. This points us to the
humiliation of our Lord. Who, being
in the form of God, thought it not
robbery to be equal with God, but
made Himself of no reputation,
and took upon Himself the form
of a servant, and was made in the
likeness of men. And being found in
fashion as a man, He humbled Himself
and became obedient unto death, even
the death of the cross.
2:6-8).

(Philippians

When we realise how the Lord
Jesus was equal with God in nature.
He is co—eternal co—existing with
God. In 2 Corinthians 5:21 For He
(God) has made Him (Jesus) to be sin
for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness of
God in Him. What amazing humiliating
love is this? When this love is
relished in all its fullness it
brings a radical and dynamic change
into our proud hearts.

0 believe on the Lord Jesus and
you shall be saved

In verse 5 we are told that love
thinks no evil, is not resentful,
or as another version puts it, “love
keeps no records of wrongs”. This
immediately reminds us of the first
of the cries of our Lord from the
cross: “Jesus said, Father, forgive
them, for they do not know what
they do.” (Luke 23:34). When we see
this love of Jesus displayed for us.
We bow our heads in deep gratitude

and thank our Lord that he keeps

no records of our wrongs. The work
of grace works deeply in our own
hearts. If the Lord Jesus has been
so gracious to bear the punishment
of my sins. Thereby He alone is able
to forgiving me ten thousand times
ten thousand sins. How can I keep
any records of the wrongs? Never! If
I understand God’ s true forgiveness.
He promised never to remember my
(Isaiah 43:25). Can
you recognise God s love for you

sins against me.

that He is willing to pardon your
sins and keep no records of that.

Love is not self-seeking, or
does not insist on its own way. That
is how love acted in the person of
our Lord Jesus. He entered into
an intense period of suffering
and His sweat became like great
drops of blood falling down to the
ground. The immensity of bearing
in His human body and agony of
separation from His Father weighed
very heavily on His human frame, yet
His resolve to love us: By saying,
“Nevertheless, not my will, but
yours, be done.” (Luke 22:42). It
is this selfless love of our Lord
that motivates our hearts to seek to
please Him in all that we do.

The love of Christ has this
constraining power to alter our lives

and bring about a permanent change.

I do invite you to consider the
love of Christ for you personally.
Have you thanked the Lord Jesus for
His suffering, and giving His 1life
a ransom payment for your sins. If

not, do it now.



The word failure is not a word
that most people would like to talk
about or are comfortable to reveal
their own failures

Why did | pick this topic?

The reality is that failure is an
issue in life we all face. Regardless
of our background, we encounter
failure at some stages in life. The
main difference is that the degrees
of failure can vary a great deal

No matter whether we are Christians
are not. The big difference in handling
failure will depend on who and where
we turn to and how we recover from
it.

A few examples - Failure due to
wrong choices or decisions / impulse
decision making / acting out of flesh
or in anger / falling to temptation -
whether financial or sexual/ failure
arising out of a wrong focus in how
we live as Christians

Truth be told, we live with
temptation everyday 1in our lives.
Facing temptation 1is not a sin.
Falling into temptation is. All of

us bear weaknesses of some kind and
Satan knows our weaknesses. If 1
say to myself - I don’ t have any
weaknesses, I am lying to myself.
A very dangerous position to be in
because my pride has taken over.

Since creation, there are 3 aspects

Wing Khong

of sin that have been with us and
will continue to be with us until our
Lord returns and we see a new heaven
and a new earth.

The 3 things are - the lust of
the eyes, the pride and greed of the
heart.

Whether we are willing to admit
it or not, since the fall of Adam, we
have it

Accepting failure as part of life,
the question then is how do we handle
failure? Well, it depends. What does
it depend on?

To answer the question on how we
handle failure - itultimately depends
on who and where your foundation is.

It comes down to perspective. Who
and where is your foundation? Is it in
this fallen world or is it in Christ
the solid rock?

For believers in Christ, does
failure of any kind spell the end?

Praise God, most definitely not.

Failure is just the start of a new
beginning.
However, Christians still bear
similar feelings when they fail.
Feelings of regret, lament - they

feel the shame and guilt - especially
towards those they love and those who
trusted them.
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Sadly, even for Christians,

thoughts of suicide exist.

Need to make one very important
point here - I am not talking about
medical depression here - I am not
qualified to comment.

I am talking about when one feels
so guilty, so ashamed and the deep
regret about the wrong done so that
we feel we can’ t face the world
anymore, especially our loved ones.
It is a feeling when one loses all
hope.

I have 2 points to make - firstly,
one of the 10 commandments “You
shall not commit murder” - Suicide
is murder to oneself. This in itself,
God says it is wrong.

Secondly, Genesis 1:27 says, God
created mankind in His own image, in
the image of God He created them;
male and female He created them.

We are created in the image of
God and what God created is sacred.
No one has the authority to change
or remove what God has created. If
I commit suicide, I have committed
murder to myself and I have destroyed
what God has created. Life is sacred
and we are created in His image.

I would find it very hard to face
God and explain to Him why I gave
up hope especially as a believer in
Christ. He is our ultimate hope and
we will be with Him into eternity
one day. Our sovereign God 1is the
only person who gives life and takes
life.

As believers and followers of
Christ, failure is only the start of
a new beginning. Why do I say that?

Once we realised our failure, we
come with repentant hearts before God.
We seek His forgiveness. We repent.
We start again with renewed strength
to go on. In the words of Paul in
Philippians 3, we press on.

God 1is most interested 1in one
thing - our heart. He knows if we are
repentant. The word of God refers to a
pure heart and a heart of integrity.

Make no mistake, God does not

tolerate wilful sin.

We tend to think of failure in a
negative way. In fact, there is one
very positive aspect of failure to a
true believer in Christ - it keeps us
humble.

Failure reminds us that we are
prone to make mistakes. It also reminds
us that we have an old nature that is
not too far away. Most important, how
much we are in need of God’ s grace
on this side of heaven.

The key is to learn from our
mistakes - to confess them before
God —-to seek His forgiveness and to
repent. Whilst it may be difficult at
the time, the main focus is to draw
closer to God. Why is it difficult?

Because we feel that we have let
God down. Yes, we have. We also have a
God who says, upon our confession, He
is faithful and righteous to forgive
our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. We draw closer to
Him and ever more thankful for His
grace but never to abuse 1it.

One caution - don’ t ever try to
rationalise sin. What I mean by that
is - trying to give God a reason
for our sin. Remember God tests, He
never tempts. Satan always tempts.
That is his character - a deceiver
by nature.

TO EXAMINE THE LIVES OF 3 WELL
KNOWN BIBLICAL CHARACTERS

3 names most of us will be familiar
with: David, Solomon and Peter.

There are many wonderful aspects
of the Bible - one of which 1is
that it never flatters its heroes.
Flattery is insincere praise. As one



writer puts it, the Bible tells the
truth about each one of them in order
that against the background of human
breakdown and failure, we may magnify
the grace of God.

The object of referring to them is
not to focus on what they did wrong

Most of us would know their wrongs
- I will briefly touch on them for the
benefit of those who may not know.

The focus of talking about them
is on how they faced their failures,
their responses to them when they
realised their failures and how they
lived after that.

DAVID
Most of us know King David.

David was described in 1 Samuel 13
as a man after God’ s own heart.

A great warrior - the famous
story of the battle between David and
Goliath. How did he win? Because God
was with David.

For as long as God was with David,
his conquests were unstoppable

He was so successful that he did
not have to fight the battles himself
anymore. He sent out his generals for
battles. He stayed behind in Jerusalem
whilst they fought.

We are familiar about his sin of
adultery with Bathsheba.

Later, he committed murder because
he planned the death of Bathsheba’ s
husband, Uriah, the Hittite.

Uriah was one of David’ s most
loyal and faithful men. He was part
of David’ s inner circle of warriors
— one of the 30 warriors who fought
bravely for David.

After Bathsheba mourned the death
of her husband, David took her as his
wife. A son was conceived out of the

adulterous affair.

Just think for one moment - David,
once a shepherd boy, innocent and
brave, trusted God, a man described
as a man after God’ s heart can come
down to such a level. It happened to
David. It can happen to anyone of us
when we succumb to the lust of the
eyes, pride and greed of the heart.

Of the 10 commandments, David
broke 3 of them. What was the amazing
thing about all this? David did not
realise the gravity of the sins that
he had committed.

It took Nathan the prophet who used
a parable to point out to David his
sins of adultery, murder and coveting
another person’ s wife.

When David realised the severity
of his sins - his first words were:

Then David said to Nathan, “I
have sinned against the LORD. ” Nathan
replied, “The LORD also has taken
away your sin. You are not going to

die. - 2 Samuel 12:13

Immediate acknowledgment of his
sins before God, and at the same
time, God’ s immediate and gracious
forgiveness. God spared David’ s
life. The bible does not say why God

spared his life. I can only speculate
that God saw David’ s heart and saw
his remorse.

When you read Psalm 51, David
wrote it to express his regret and
lament for his sins. We don’ t have
time to go through the whole psalm.
I’ 11 pick a couple of verses - verse

10 & 17

Create 1in me a

God,

clean heart, O

And renew a steadfast spirit

within me

David saw the depravity of his own
heart. Truth be told, when we examine
our own heart, we are not different.
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In my devotion time, I often ask God
to create in me a clean heart because
that is where He looks. I think it
is important for us to remember to
examine ourselves before our holy
God

A contrite heart 1is one that
expresses remorse - acknowledging
that wrong has been done. When David
realised his sins, he did not try to
defend his position.

But God deals with wilful sins.
He did it to David and He does it
with us. The son that was born out
of adultery died and furthermore,
Nathan told David the sword shall
never depart from David’ s house. The
consequences to David’ s failure were
severe. One thing for sure, God does
not play favouritism. He is always
just. He dealt with David in a just
way and He deals with us in the same
way. God is never unfair.

As I said earlier, the focus is -
how did David deal with his failure?
How did he plead to God to spare the
son’ s life?

He fasted, laid all night on the
ground and did not eat.

He pleaded to God for his son’ s
life but God had to deal with David’ s
sins. On the 7th day, the child died.
The servants were afraid to tell David
as they were concerned he might harm
himself.

The truth is God has His way to
humble each and every one of us -
every one of His children whom He
loves, He rebukes

God crushes but does not break.

Alan Redpath, an English evangelist
said this

When God wants to do an impossible
task, He takes an impossible person
and crushes him. - Alan Redpath

The beauty of this crushing

is this. As long as there is true
repentance, God forgives and the new
beginning starts. You know what David
did after he found out his child had
died?

He got up, washed and anointed
himself, changed his clothes and he
came into the house of the Lord and
he worshipped! This is the beginning
of the restoration process.

He worshipped. Can you do that?
Can I do that? God just took his new
born son.

God” s forgiveness does not remove
the consequences of sins. There are
always consequences. David faced them.
I have faced them. I am sure you who
have experienced God’ s rebuke have
also faced them.

God in His Sovereignty delivered
the consequences of David’ s sins

Look at David’ s responses to his
failure - he prayed, he faced the
consequences of his sins, he claimed
the truths of scripture and he kept
going - He pressed on.

On a personal note, when I realised
my failures - 1 prayed, 1 sought
God” s forgiveness, I repented, I
claimed the promises of God and I
pressed on.

Was it easy? No, there were some
very dark days. The fact that I am
standing before vyou today 1is the
testament of God’ s grace to me. His
grace is available to anyone who turns
to Him in true repentance from the
heart. That is where God looks. He
will see where your heart is. He sees
my heart. No one can see it. Only God
sees it and I praise Him for this.

rough David’ s repentance, God
gave him and Bathsheba another son,
Solomon.

SOLOMON

Before David died, he gave his



son, Solomon a piece of advice

“And  vyou, my son Solomon,
acknowledge the God of your father, and
serve Him with wholehearted devotion
and with a willing mind, for the LORD
searches all hearts, and understands
every desire of every thoughts. If
you seek Him, He will be found by
you; but if you forsake Him, He will
reject you forever. - 1 Chronicles
28:9

You can’ t get better advice than
that!

it tells us that
Lord. God asked

In 1 Kings 3:3,
Solomon loved the
Solomon in a dream,

“Ask for whatever you want me to
give you.” 2 Chronicles 1:7

Solomon’ s answer -

Give me wisdom and knowledge - 2
Chronicles 1:10

God was pleased with Solomon’ s
request. Solomon did not ask for power
or wealth as most people would. In
addition to wisdom, God gave him far
more of everything else - riches and
honour that no one before him will
have nor anyone after him

There is a BUT and a very big BUT.
God” s blessing on Solomon is not a
blank cheque

God in His Sovereignty chooses to
bless whoever He chooses but it is not
a licence to do whatever we like.

The condition God gave Solomon was
this -

If you walk in My ways, keeping
My statutes and commandments, as your
father David walked, then I will
prolong your days.” - verse 14

Let’ s pause here for one moment.
Remember what was said earlier - the
sins of lust of the eyes, pride and
greed of the heart. No one is immune
to these temptations.

Despite all his wisdom, Solomon
failed. Solomon’ s lust was his
downfall. His love for many foreign
women turned his heart away from the
Lord. He had 700 wives, princesses
and 300 concubines.

1 Kings 10 also tells the story
about the visit from the queen of
Sheba. She was very impressed by
Solomon” s wisdom and lavished him
with praise. Remember pride of the
heart?

When you started thinking hey, 1
am pretty good - all this wisdom and
all this wealth and all these people
think I am great, you have fallen
into a trap - you start believing
all this 1is your doing. The same
thing happened to Nebuchadnezzar in
the book of Daniel.

I have reminded my children -
never forget who gave you your gifts
- and to use them for the glory of
God.

Solomon forgot 2 things - firstly,
he forgot that it was God who gave him
the gift of wisdom and the ability
to discern between good and evil.
Secondly, he forgot his father’ s
advice - 1in short, total dedication
to God

In the most direct terms, he lost
his first love. Before we get too
critical on Solomon, let’ s pause for
another moment. It is always easy to
pass a comment, especially a negative
one about someone else. Because it is
not directed at us personally.

I will pose the question - who
is your first love? Who is my first
love?

It is a question that you and
I have to answer truthfully before
our Lord Jesus Christ. Do we serve
Him with a whole heart and a willing
mind?

Solomon was greatly blessed by God.
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He was given the task to build the
house of the Lord. Even his father,
David, was not given the privilege
of this task. It was a task of great
honour bestowed on Solomon.

Sure, the Lord was angry with
Solomon for his heart had turned
away from Him. As surely to God’ s
character, consequences followed. The
Lord said that He would surely tear
the kingdom away from Solomon.

Even though God was angry, He showed
compassion to Solomon because of his
father, David. God’ s faithfulness and
graciousness is demonstrated again. He
did not tear away the kingdom during
Solomon’ s time but in the reign of
his Solomon’ s son, Rehoboam and even
then, God gave one tribe to Rehoboam
- all this for the sake of God’ s
servant, David and for the sake of
Jerusalem which God had chosen. You
see God’” s faithfulness?

It is a reminder to us - it is
not how well we think we do in our
lifetime — it is how we conclude our
life. Faithful to our Lord Jesus to
the end - Loving our Lord Jesus to
the end - through all the peaks and
troughs in life, we fight the good
fight as Paul says in his letter of
2 Timothy.

PETER

The story of Peter is familiar to
most of us.

Peter played the role of a leader
among the apostles and yet he denied
our Lord 3 times. Again, before we
become too critical about Peter, we
need to examine ourselves first.

As I get older in years, 1 have
learned to say less. It is so easy to
let loose our comments about other
people, isn’ t it? I have learnt
not to pass judgement about people
especially when I do not know all
the facts. God is the only one who

can judge fairly because He is all-
knowing.

Even though Peter denied Jesus 3
times, did our Lord condemn him?

Why did Peter deny our Lord 3

times - the same reasons that are in
us - weakness and fear.
We can say now - I am strong - 1

have no fear!

We may say just like Apostle Peter
- I will never deny you Lord! I will
even die for you Lord! When the real
test comes, then we will know how
strong our faith is

When Peter remembered the word
of Jesus about his denial, he wept
bitterly - bitterly reflects the
shame and remorse when he remembered
how boldly he spoke to Jesus

We could ask the question - why
did Jesus allow Peter to fail so
miserably? As an observer, we can say
how low can Peter go? Denying Christ
3 times!

As Isaiah 55 reminds us - “As the
heavens are higher than the earth,

so are my ways higher than your
ways and my thoughts than vyour
thoughts. ” = Is.55:09.

We can never understand the mind
of God. While we do not understand,
we must also not forget. Our God
is sovereign. Ultimately, upon our
repentance, restoration, renewal and
surrender, the focus in our life is
to bring Him much honour, glory and
praise.

Brothers and sisters, this is what
our life is all about. This life is
not about us. It is about glorifying
and exalting our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ and to share the good
news of salvation by grace.

See how our Lord forgave Peter,
rebuilt him and used Peter in a mighty



way later on.

Same Peter who appears in Acts
chapter 2 where he asked people to
repent, be baptised in the name of
Jesus for the forgiveness of sins and
they shall receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit.

Same Peter who took the lead in
preaching the day of Pentecost.

Same Peter who wrote the letters
of 1 & 2 Peter.

Same Peter who warns - “Be alert
and of sober mind. Your enemy the
devil prowls around like a roaring
lion looking for someone to devour.”
— 1 Peter 5:8

Peter knew what the devil could
do when one is caught off guard. He
has been there. David has been there.
Solomon has been there. Truth be told,
we all have been there. When things
are going well, we tend to be off
guard.

It is a great reminder that all of
us remember to put on the full armour
of God everyday.

To recap, what can we take away
from today’ s talk?

The reality 1is that we will
experience failure at some stage 1in
our lives.

For the believers in Christ,
failure is not the end - it is only
the beginning.

It starts with our acknowledgement
of our wrong doing.

We Confess them before God /Seek
forgiveness / Repent.

Don” t forget that God looks at
our heart - we cannot deceive Him.

Start afresh - always remember
Christ being the focus and foundation

of this new beginning.

This new beginning starts with a
total surrender to Christ - release
our shame, our failures, our guilt to
Him. This may take time but we always
go back to the promises of God in His
word - Be aware Satan is not going to
make it easy for you. Never forget he
is already a defeated enemy.

Seek the Holy Spirit to fill us.
Seek the power of the Holy Spirit to
transform our minds and hearts. In
the words of Paul, we press on.

To press on 1is to leave our
failure behind. Mentally, this may be
difficult. Sometimes, it is harder for
us to forgive ourselves even though
God has forgiven us. We need to be
careful we don’ t allow Satan to let
us carry this guilt forever.

Though it may be hard to understand,
God does not remember our sins once
we have confessed and repented

“I, even I, am he who blots out
your transgressions for my own sake,
»

and remember your sins no more. -
Isaiah 43:25

“Their sins and lawless acts I
»

will remember no more. — Hebrews
10:17 ( a quote from Jeremiah 31:34)

God does not have a memory problem
but upon our confession, there is His

forgiveness at our repentance. It is
over from His perspective.
Examining these 3 lives - David,

it is not how we
it is how we end.

Solomon and Peter,
start our lives -

We are called to be faithful to
the end.

To endure to the end — As Paul says
in Timothy, fight the good fight.

We are running a marathon race,
not a 100m sprint. To do that, we
need endurance. Not to endure with
our own strength but with the endless
power of the Holy Spirit.
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There

before we began the English service. It

were many months of prayer
was launched in November 2012 and has

been continuing since.

We began a weekly meeting for prayer
on the Sunday morning at 10am and recently
we have amalgamated with the Church 10am

prayer meeting.

The English service is held three
with the

Chinese service usually once a month, as

times a month and combines
well as special meetings, and times when

we have guest speakers.

Some of our original congregation
have gone on to serve in other areas, and

we are grateful for their contribution.

We have sought to study some of the
books of the Bible consecutive
manner, as well as themes. ’The book of
Nehemiah’, ’Acts of the Apostles’, and
the ’Journeys of Israel from Egypt to
These (There) have
been some of the books of Bible we have
completed. We found that this method of

being consecutive has a value of building

in a

the promised land’

on the previous weeks, making it easier
to follow and thus to build the ’big
picture’ of scripture. It is also a way of
showing the unity of scripture, whether
It highlights the

central subject of the scriptures, namely

New or 0ld Testament.

Christ and the ultimate redemption of

His people.

A Brief History of the
_English Service

lan Robb

We also invited the congregation to
submit any questions they needed help in
understanding what the scriptures said
on these subjects. These we covered over

a period of about four meetings.

We meet up on the first Sunday of the

month to plan ahead as to the present

needs, and arrange ministry for the
coming month. Those that have served
as speakers are Michael, Chris, Moses,
Wing, and Ian.

We have sought to keep a record
of those who newly come, and assign

appropriate person to follow them up.
There is also in place a caring team,
to contact younger people, to enable to

support and pray for them.

As a whole we have found that despite
the age differences there is a strong
bond of friendship, and a joyful unity
in our meetings. Chris and Joanna Kwan
have opened their home to the English
service for special

events, planning,

prayer, and general get together which
has enhanced bonding and fellowship of

one another.

We also hold a Bible Study on the 1st
2nd 3rd and 5th Sunday afternoon from
1.30 - 3pmn.

Out of the English service we have
identified the need for a Youth group and
a Youth Bible Study.

o Rk
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Christian Assembly
Youth Group

WHEN DID THE CURRENT YOUTH GROUP
START?

When the English Service started in
2012 the Youth group at the time stopped
so that we could focus on establishing the
English Service. In early 2016 some young
people felt the need for a Youth group
to help young people in High school and
University grow in Christ and to get to
know one another. The Elders and Deacons
of the Christian Assembly gave their
blessing and
the current
Youth Group
started in May

2016.

WHO HAS BEEN

COMING?

From the
start the
Youth group

has had a very
wide age range
from Year 5 &
6 Primary school kids to High school kids
and also University students, with an

average of 25 young people attending.

Chris Kwan

Such a wide age range within a youth
group is quite unique. It has helped the
young people get to know one another so
that there are friendships that span both

age and school barriers.

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING?

The focus of the talks at Youth group
have been to help young people know and
believe and grow in Christ. The following

topics we re covered:

The Gospel

Genesis
with a focus
on God’ s
overall plan
including:
The Creation;
Man’ s sin;
G o d ’ s
redemption

plan through

Abraham:;
Jacob & Esau;
Joseph.

Church -What is the Church; Baptism;

Evangelism; Breaking of Bread; Social

Justice “Loving my Neighbour” ; Worship;

s
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Prayer; Fellowship

Christianity and
bible;

Christianity and other religions; Heaven

Apologetics -
Science; Historicity of the

and Hell; Suffering; Homosexuality.

With such a wide age range there
is also a wide range of comprehension,
level of understanding and maturity. The
talks are aimed at Yr 8-9 High School
students. However following the talks
the vyoung people then break up into
discussion groups based upon age where
the Youth Group leaders can then tailor
the discussion to an age appropriate

level.

The talks have been given by Winston
with Psalm and Chris also giving a few
talks.

The Youth leaders are Winston; Psalm;

Jing; Crista, Carol and Chris.

WHAT ARE THE PLANS
FOR 2018

The plans for 2018

are:

Talks on :” The
Core Beliefs of
Christianity” -By

Grace alone; By Christ
Alone; By Faith alone;
By Scripture Alone; and
For God’ s glory alone;
“How to Read the
Bible” ; and
Workshops.

Topical

Bring in more Youth leaders.

More training during the preparation
meetings and also through programs such

as Next Gen.

Involve more young people in

serving.
HOW CAN YOU PRAY FOR US
For more young people to come.

For the salvation and spiritual

growth of the young people.

For God to Youth

leaders.

raise up more

For wisdom to train and plan for the

coming year.

For faithfulness and power to serve

God with His grace and strength.

“I have no greater joy than to hear

that my children are walking in the
3 John 4

truth. ”
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Christian Assembly of Sydney

119 Boundary St. (enter via Moore St)
East Roseville, NSW 2069

02 9882 3363
www.christianassembly.com.au

10:00-10:15

10:30-11:30

10:30-11:30

11:30-12:45

13:30-15:00

J‘-I'In

R RERE

Prayer Meeting

The Lord’s Table

Gospel Forum

Message Meeting

Bible Study (Eng/Chi)
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