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And he said to all: “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his
cross daily and follow me.”

Luke &9 : 23
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“Rejoice always; pray without ceasing;
in everything give thanks; for this is God’s
will for you in Christ Jesus.” - 1 Thess.
5:16-18

It is quite likely that many of us here
may be familiar to these verses. These 3
verses are not difficult to understand but
what do they really mean in our day-to-day
life as a follower and believer in Jesus?

Paulisteaching us how to live. Our faith
is a living faith. To live out these 3 verses,
we need to have brain surgery — Don’t
react too quickly -not physical surgery, but
spiritual brain surgery that can only be
done by the Holy Spirit.

Putting it another way — how to change
our perspective - turning our mind from
reacting in the flesh to one looking at life
with spiritual lens. It is about changing
our mindset from what we do by instinct
to what we do when we allow the Holy
Spirit to drive every aspect of our life and
to use the Word of God as our benchmark
to live.

This is the focus of this morning’s talk
and the basis of the verses selected.

FIRSTLY, TO REJOICE
What does it mean?

Dictionary - feel or show great joy or
delight -to take pleasure out of a situation

WinglKhong;

— to feel elated — to have the joy.

Who wouldn’t want to feel this way? |
would be the first one to put up my hand
— to rejoice every day. For those of us old
enough to know, in reality, that may not
be easy.

A well-known evangelist has a brother
who is a medical doctor. This doctor
specialises in pain management - how to
manage all kinds of physical pain in a body.
The evangelist tells the medical brother -
our whole life is about pain management.

When you think about it, that
statement is quite accurate - emotional
pain, mental pain, heart wrenching pain
that no medication can heal, the pain of
longing for change in one’s circumstances,
the pain of losing a loved one especially
in unexpected circumstances like sudden
death or tragic accidents.

Atsome stageinlife,eachandeveryone
of us will experience pain. With this fact,
you can say to me, Bro Wing, how can |
rejoice? You have no idea what | am going
through.

Do you know what sickness | have?
Other questions include the troubles in my
life? Thetroublesinmyfamily? Thetroubles
in my marriage? In fact, the questions can
be never ending.

You are right, | do not know. One thing



| know, God knows. As | often say to my
family, God knows and that’s good enough
for me.

You see, to rejoice is not dependent
on our own circumstances. Because we are
not rejoicing in ourselves. As Christians, we
are rejoicing because of who Jesus Christ is
in our life This is the change in perspective
| am talking about.

We rejoice to know how much we
are loved by our Lord Jesus We rejoice
in God’s sovereignty. We rejoice because
as believers, we are declared righteous
before our Heavenly Father, knowing it is
not by our deeds that we are righteous but
by the precious blood shed on the cross at
Calvary.

We rejoice in His resurrection and His
promised return. We rejoice to know that
nothing happens unless it passes through
the hand of our sovereign God. In the book
of Romans, Paul encourages us to rejoice
in hope “ rejoicing in hope, persevering in
tribulation, devoted to prayer” Romans.”
-12:12

Praise God we can rejoice in hope.
Note that tribulation is not IF — but when.
When it happens, we persevere and never
stop praying.

From the same book, Paul also
encourages us to rejoice in our suffering.

“Not only that, but we rejoice in our
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope,
and hope does not put us to shame,
because God's love has been poured into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has
been given to us.” — Romans 5:3-5

Please don’t misunderstand the verse
as if to ask God — GIVE ME SUFFERIING —
We rejoice not because trials are pleasant
but because they produce a step-by-step

transformation that make believers more
like Christ.

Brothers and sisters, | hope you get
the idea we rejoice not because of our
circumstances. Over the course of our
journey we call life, we come across good
times but at times, life is simply tough. So
tough that we feel our cries to God are not
heard. Please remember, His silence to
us is not His absence. Remember He has
promised never to leave us or forsake us.

We rejoice because we see with
spiritual eyesight - we deal with life issues
with God’shelpandfrom God’s perspective.
To know how much we are loved by God
and as His children, we are very precious
to Him.

To rejoice, is to inscribed God’s love
into our hearts and nothing can shake
our faith in Jesus Christ. Nothing can take
away the hope we have in Christ as we look
forward to His coming again.

If | can also show a difference here -
To be happy is not the same as to rejoice.
Nothing wrong with being happy. To be
happy or sad is an emotional — But it is
a feeling that comes and goes. We all go
through these emotions.

| have learnt not to trust my emotions
as they can mislead me. | have learned to
trust God more than how | may feel. If |
can illustrate this difference, when one of
our loved one passes away, we are sad - we
grieve, we cry, we miss their presence and
we mourn the loss of our loved one.

However, if our loved one is a believer
in Christ, we rejoice to know he or she is
in a much better place. Our separation
is only temporary as we know, one day,
when Christ returns, we will meet again.
For that hope, we rejoice because God
has made promises to us and He keeps His
promises.
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If you are not a believer in Christ, you
simply do not have this hope. Would you
like to live with the same hope as believers
in Jesus Christ? I'll come back to this
question later.

TO PRAY WITHOUT CEASING

It sounds pretty obvious, doesn’t it?
Why do you think Paul has to remind us
to pray without ceasing? The reality is,
sometimes, we don’t. We are creatures
that are born with aninstinct. Born with an
instinct to survive — born with an instinct
to achieve a result that we want, and we
get satisfaction out of it.

Put it another way, to do things our
way and if it gets the result we seek, we
can say to ourselves or tell others, | did
it. It basically comes down to pride of our
heart and we always need to check the
motive of our prayer.

Pride was Satan’s downfall. If we
don’t check our pride, it can also be our
downfall. When we pray, are we giving
God a shopping list? Do we pray with an
attitude in our heart believing that if we
pound on heaven’s door long and hard
enough, God will answer our prayer?

Remember, He is our Sovereign God
and we are to always give Him reverence.
He looks at our motive and what’s in our
heart when we pray. Truth be told, we can
get impatient with God. We ask - Why has
He not answered my prayer? We may tell
ourselves, Lord, we do this for you, we do
that for you.

Why are you so cruel to let me wait
so long for an answer? If we have that
kind of attitude in our heart, it is already
a wrong attitude. The true Christian faith
is not about what we do for God but to
know what God has done for us. Sending
His one and only Son to die for our sins on
the cross.

It is a reminder for all of us that when
we serve God in any capacity — whether it
is in leadership, teaching Sunday School,
cooking in the kitchen, leading youth
group or when we give our offertory to
God, it is not that God has a need. It is a
reminder that WE have a need. We need to
be reminded that we should bear gratitude
and thanksgiving in our hearts toward God.
We need to be reminded that it is by God’s
grace we can do anything at all. With this
kind of attitude, it keeps us humble. Not
false humility but true humility.

False humility is to appear humble on
the outside for people to see but the heart
is full of pride. True humility comes from
the heart when we stand before the cross
and see our sinfulness before Christ. True
humilityiswhenwe know therighteousness
we have before God is not our own but the
righteousness of our Lord Jesus.

We serve Christ with love and joy
and not out of obligation. We serve Him
because He is worthy, and He deserves our
all because He has given us His all. While
we wait for God’s answer, we deepen our
trust and our faith. We strengthen our
obedience to what He has commanded.

| would say that we are all waiting on
God for something. Personally, | am waiting
for God to answer for an issue that started
16 years ago. Do | wish God answers me
today? Absolutely! But He has not. But
I’ll keep trusting Him because | know He
knows best. | know His timing is always
perfect. | know He is never late when He
responds.

Meanwhile, I’ll endeavour to live a life
that is pleasing to Him and share the good
news of salvation in His Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ. Abraham waited 25 years before
Issacs was born. Gen.12 tells us of God’s
blessing of descendants to Abraham when
he was 75. When Isaac was born, Abraham



was 100. Imagine pushing a stroller at
100!

God’s timeline is not our timeline. We
need to remember that. We are in a hurry,
but God is God. He does as He pleases. |
know a brother who shared with me he
prayed for his father’s salvation for 40
years before his prayer was answered. His
father gave his life to Christ in hospital
when he was very sick.

God was gracious to the father in that
God gave him the opportunity to repent
before it was too late. Not everyone is
given that opportunity. If you are not a
believer in Jesus Christ, you may think, I
am not ready now to give my life to Christ.
| like my life just the way it is. | like running
my life my way. | will give my life to Jesus
when | am ready.

Life is a gift from God, but the gift of
living is not at our choosing. God gave you
life when you were born. God can take it
away anytime He chooses. Every day we
live is by His grace. Please don’t take it for
granted.

We talked about waiting on God to
answer our prayers. God can answer our
prayer immediately if He chooses to.
This is clearly demonstrated when Elijah
petitioned to God in 1 Kings. It’s quite
a long story but | will refer to the main
parts.

Elijah challenged king Ahab who was
ferventin his worship of the false god, Baal
—in short idolatry and God hates idolatry.
Elijah was one prophet. King Ahab had 450
prophets of Baal. God’s word tells us that
Ahab did more to provoke the Lord God of
Israel than ALL the kings of Israel before
him.

Elijah put a challenge to Ahab — “Then
you call on the name of your god, and |
will call on the name of the LORD, and the
God who answers by fire, He is God.” And

all the people said, “That is a good idea.”
— 1Kings 18:24

The sacrifices were prepared. The
prophets called upon Baal and nothing
happened. From morning to noon. They
even started to cut themselves so that Baal
would respond. The prophets kept saying,
Baal, answer us! Nothing happened.

Then came Elijah’s turn. His prayer was
simple but direct. “ Answer me, O LORD,
answer me, that this people may know that
You, O LORD, are God, and that You have
turned their heart back again.” — 1Kings
18:37. Immediately, God responded — no
repetition required, no chanting, no need
to Elijah to cut himself.

Immediately the fire of the Lord fell
& consumed the burnt offering. How did
the people react? “ When all the people
saw it, they fell on their faces; and they
said, “The LORD, He is God; the LORD, He
is God.” — 1 Kings 18:39 . When our prayer
aligns with the will of God, it is incredible
what can happen. Elijah’s motive was pure
— that the people will know that He is the
Lord, their God and the peoples’ hearts are
turned back again.

It is a reminder to check our motives
when we pray. Ultimately, always for God’s
glory. We can never deceive Him because
He sees our heart. Finally, with prayer, how
and when God answers is entirely up to
Him. Sometimes His answer is NO because
it is simply not His will and we have to
accept that. This is God’s Sovereign right.

LASTLY - in everything give thanks; for
this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

The word everything or all is worthy
of special note when we read God’s word.
We find in this verse, the word everything.
Everything means everything. It does not
mean sometimes, it does not mean most
of the time, it does not say 99% of the
time, - it says in everything.
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That is the challenge for anyone of
us, isn’t it? Can anyone of us give thanks
when we are facing difficulty or trials?
Can anyone of us give thanks if we have
just lost a loved one? Or just lost our
employment? Or a doctor’s report coming
back and confirm we have a serious illness
like cancer? | would say, it would be very
difficult for us to do that.

However, when we shift our
perspective, the way that we look at an
issue with spiritual lens, our mindset and
our response can be quite different. We
remind ourselves God is Sovereign, and
we are in His care. We give thanks for His
Sovereignty and this is His will. Sometimes,
we ask ourselves — what is God’s will for
me? | can answer that for myself only. |
cannot answer for you.

But | can tell you, as Christians, God’s
will for us is to trust and obey Him. The
commandments in His word are very clear.
Just that, sometimes, we have a problem.
It’s called a rebellious nature that we were
born with. And even when we born again
in Christ, this old rebellious nature is never
too far away.

Suffering is never easy but is spiritually
good for us because it is God’s way of
maturing us into the likeness of His Son.
The change is perspective is when we
understand and accept what our life is
about. The sooner we understand and
accept that this life is not about us but
about the glory of Jesus Christ, our Lord,
the easier it is to understand our journey,
particularly pertaining to pain and
suffering.

The way we are wired up is we respond
to our circumstances by what we see. God
is teaching us continually to live by faith
and not by sight. Our Heavenly Father
is performing the role of the Master
Gardener doing the pruning and the role
of the Master Potter shaping and moulding

us into the likeness of His Son.

As Paul reminded us - our suffering
leads to endurance, endurance produces
character, character produces hope. This
hope is not maybe or most probably, this
hope is 100% certainty because God keeps
His promises. Our focus should always
be on God’s glory and when we get this
perspective right, there is always hope.

SUMMARY - What is God teaching us
through these 3 verses from Paul?

When we learn to see life from God’s
perspective, how we view life, particularly
our pain and suffering takes a whole new
dimension. How we respond depends on
how we think. How we think depends on
what we read. What we read depends on
the desires of our heart.

When our heart desires our Lord Jesus,
you would want to read His word. When
you inscribe His word into your heart, it
does not matter if you are blind. When you
love His word, you learn what is His will in
your life —in the shortest words, you trust
and obey, come what may and your desire
to live for Christ and Christ alone.

And then, His will bring to reality the
words of Nehemiah. The joy of the Lord is
my strength — Neh.8:10. These 3 reminders
from Paul can become reality in our lives
when we are reminded this is not our
effort but the work of the Holy Spirit when
we release our all to Christ.

The sooner we realise this life is not
about us, but about the glory of Jesus
Christ, our Lord and Saviour, the sooner we
learn how to release every aspect of our
life to Him. We learn how to truly rejoice
regardless of our circumstances, how to
check the motives of our prayers and we
wait upon our Lord. Lastly, to give thanks
in ALL circumstances because this is God’s
Will for us in Christ Jesus.



Using spiritual lens, we get the right
perspective of these 3 reminders. We
can experience peace that surpasses ALL
understanding. Easy? Well, it depends. It’s
depends on how we release ALL aspects of
our life to Jesus who gave us His ALL on the
cross at Calvary.

Brothers and sisters, it is ALL about
Christ. A Christ centred life is a life filled
with purpose for Christ. A Christ centred
life is one that puts Him at the forefront
of our life and everything else falls behind
Christ. With this focus, we live with a
transformed mind and heart that gives
Him the praise, glory and honour that He
so richly deserves.

To the unsaved

| am sure there are some amongst us
this morning who have not accepted Jesus
Christ as your Lord and Saviour yet. | speak
to you now. I'll show you a quote from a
famous evangelist.

* You born, you suffer and you die,
Fortunately, there is a loophole.

Anyone knows who said this? - Billy
Graham.

For those of us who have lived a fair
while on earth, you will understand these
3 points — birth, suffering and death. We
all face the same journey. So, what is the
loophole? This is the loophole.

e “And the testimony is this, that God
has given us eternal life, and this life is in
His Son. 12 He who has the Son has the
life; he who does not have the Son of God
does not have the life.” — 1John 5:11-12

You were born, facing life with its
ups and downs, trying to find meaning,
perhaps with pain and suffering and the
reality is, one day, you will die. | ask you
this question — if you die tonight, where
will you spend eternity? Whilst you may
have many questions about life, this is the

one that is most important in life.

God has given you an eternal lifeline
and that is in His Son. Look at the verse.
There is no “"IF “, no “MAYBE”, no “MOST
PROBABLY. In the beginning, | said that as
believers in Christ, we have this comfort
that we will not face the wrath of God
when Christ returns.

This world as we know it today will face
the wrath of God one day. No one knows
when butthatday willsurely come. Without
this eternal lifeline that is found in Christ
alone, it will mean eternal separation from
God. The word of God tells us if anyone’s
name is not found in the book of life, he
will be thrown into the lake of fire forever.
This is serious stuff.

It is time to stop sitting on the fence.
God’s word is very clear — The gift of eternal
life is in His Son. He who has the Son has
life. He who does not have the Son of God
does not have life. — 1John 5:11-12

Would you accept God’s gift of eternal
life in His Son this morning? | mean now
for tomorrow may never come. There is
no sin He cannot forgive. All you need
is to come humbly before God to ask for
His forgiveness, thank Jesus for dying for
you and accept Jesus to be your Lord and
Saviour.

Yourepentandstarttoliveaborn-again
life in Christ. From that moment, you are
like any believer in Christ — a sinner saved
by grace. In the words of Billy Graham —
“l have never known a man who received
Christ and ever regretted it.”

If you feel God is speaking to you in
a very special way today, give your life to
Him today. Salvation is today for tomorrow
may never come. | urge to ask to speak to
someone before you leave today.
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The Parable of
the Loving Father and

Two Wasteful Sons

Good morning. It’s a joy to be with you
here this morning. I'm going to be sharing
this morning from a passage that | had the
privilege of sharing just three years ago
here. Some people call it “the parable of the
prodigal son”. I'd like to call it “the parable
of the loving father and the two wasteful
sons”. And the last time | got to share this
wonderful story, our focus was really on the
first of the two sons. And this morning | want
to focus a little more on the second son and
the loving father in relation to the second
son. | want to reflect on two questions as
we read through the story and share a little
about it.

Firstly, do you really know your Heavenly
Father? Do you really know Him? I'm not
talking about head knowledge. I'm talking
about really knowing Him and really knowing
what He is like, really experiencing what His
heart is. And secondly, do you know who you
are? If you are someone who has come to
Jesus, do you know who you really are, and
do you know what you have? As a child of
such a father, do you know what you have?

So, before we read through, can we just
pray? Father, we will be reflecting on your
amazing love this morning. It is so deep; it is
so wonderful. You demonstrated so fully in
what Jesus did on the cross. We acknowledge
we need your Holy Spirit to give us deeper

Tony Morgan

understanding and fuller revelation of how
great the Father’s love for us. We need your
Holy Spirit to give us a revelation of the
depth of the riches we have in Jesus. We ask
you will be with us this morning when we
share. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

The story is in Luke 15. | know that
probably most people in this room have
read this story many times. If you know it
well, | hope you will come to it again with
the same sense of excitement and wonder
that | come to it again with. And if you don't
know the story well, this is one of the most
profound insights into the heart of God
that you will find. It's a parable that Jesus
told, a parable that is an earthly story with
a heavenly meaning. Just before we read it,
it is important to understand the context of
this story. Who was the audience that Jesus
was particularly addressing when He told
this story? If we are going to understand
especially the second son, we need to
be very clear about the audience He was
speaking to. It says at the start of Luke 15 in
verse 1: “Now the tax collectors and sinners
were all gathering around to hear Jesus.
But the Pharisees and the teachers of the
l[aw muttered, ‘this man welcomes sinners
and eats with them’.” Then Jesus told them
this parable. In fact, He went on to tell
three parables. Each of them was saying a
fundamental message. Because the scribes,



the Pharisees and the teachers of the law
didn't understand the heart of Jesus; they
were both disdainful and very critical of the
fact that Jesus associated with what they
saw as sinners. They resented the fact that
He would care about the tax collectors—the
people who you would look down on because
they would take advantage of other people,
agents of the hated Roman government
and people who lined their own pockets,
tax gatherers. They didn't understand His
heart. So, Jesus told the third of these three
parables, which we're going to look at now
with these Pharisees and the teachers of the
law in mind.

There are three people in this story.
There are a father and two sons. Neither
of those two sons really knew at least at
the start of the story who their father was
and neither of them knew what they were
surrounded by. Neither of them knew what
they were entitled to possess. Both of them
in different ways were wasteful. One of
them took his share of the inheritance and
went and spent it in a heavily pleasure-
seeking life, who was wasteful in that way.
The other one was very disciplined and self-
controlled, obeying what he understood as
all the rules, obeying what he understood as
his father's commandments. We could say
very religious, but completely unaware of
what really belongs to him and completely
unaware of the relationship that he could
have with his father. So, let's just read the
story from verse 11.

What an amazing heart of love the father
has in the story for both of his sons, how
much this father longs both of his sons would
understand his heart, how much he longs
both of his sons should understand what
he's provided for them. Jesus loves those
Pharisees and those teachers of the law as
much as what they were all about grieved
Him. And Jesus loves all of His children who
have run away from Him. There are people

who forsake God in a very overt way and
run into the world. There are people who
live a life that appears religious. And both
are wasteful. The first son clearly began to
discover something about his father’s love
from this story. He discovered something
about his father that went way beyond his
expectations.Hisexpectation, hisveryhighest
expectation was his father might forgive him
enough to bring him back as a hired servant
in his house. In his mind that was the best he
could expect and hope for. But you know God
does exceedingly, abundantly above all we
ask or think. The way that his father received
him was way beyond what he expected. The
depth of his forgiveness was greater than
what he expected. The love that he found
his father had for him went far deeper than
anything he had appreciated. The gifts his
father gave him have a profound significance
in a way that he never understood before.
His father called for a new set of clothes
for him, doing away with his stinks in a big
bin. The robe was clean, just as God clothes
us with His righteousness when we come
to Him. The very righteousness of Jesus
Himself is given as a gift. And his father put
a ring on his finger, a ring that symbolized
the authority of his father. He wasn't a hired
servant; he was a son of the father. With all
of that implied in his culture, it meant he
had his father's authority. That ring meant
he could enter into contract in his father's
name. That ring meant he could speak on
his father's behalf. What a gift! And his feet
were shod with new shoes, new sandals.
For those of us who know the picture that
represents in the Bible, a beautiful picture
that the feet be shod with the preparation of
the gospel of peace. He's now a messenger
of a beautiful message. Jesus was saying to
these scribes and Pharisees: “these people
who have gathered around me have begun
to understand my love, my heart and the
gifts that | have for them.” I'm sure it was an
ongoing revelation for them, but they have
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beguntodiscoverthe Father’slove. AndJesus
was saying to them, “You don’t understand
that my joy has been to be able to gather
those who have come back to me.”

Then we come to the older brother. The
older brother's story in verse 29, “Look! All
these years I’'ve been slaving for you and
never disobeyed your orders.” There’s not
a lot of joy in what he was doing in those
years, not a lot of love and motivation that
arises out of his love in all that he has been
doing. In his mind, he was obeying all of his
father's commandments. He was working
hard, obeying all the rules and underneath all
of that, there was resentment, resentment
against his father, all of the things the father
hasn't done for me while lam doing all of this.
That resentment exploded in resentment for
his younger brother. But he was even more
resentful that his father would feast and
rejoice for his younger son. It's very sad,
isn't it? Religion without relationship is a
very shallow, hollow, joyless thing.

In Isaiah Chapter 1, God says something
very confronting to the people of Israel.

He said, “all of your sacrifices, all of your
burned offerings, | hate them.”

“Hang on”, they might have said,
“Aren't we doing something that you have
commanded us to do?” And the answer
was “No, you're not really doing what |
have commanded you to do. And all of the
meetings, all of your gatherings, all of the
feast days and Sabbath and so on, | hate
them.”

“Hang on. Aren't we just obeying your
commandments?” “No, you are not. Not
really. And I'm tired of hearing your prayers.”
Wow. That's a heavy thing.

You see He is going on to say, “It's not our
relationship. You are doing these things, but
you don't understand who you are serving
and who you are doing for. If there were
a relationship with me, you’d care about

injustice and that’s all around. You'd be a
father for the fatherless. You’d care about
the widows.”

But Then He says, “Come! Come!” He
pleads with them, “Let's reason together.
Let's talk together. Though your sins are as
scarlet, they should be white as snow. | love
you. | care for you. | want something more
than this for you. | don't want you going
through the motions and duties and a sense
of obligation.”

And you know whatever we do, bring in
this forward several thousand years to our
time, whatever we do out of a sense of duty
and obligations, not out of relationship,
doesn't bring us the joy that God wants us
to experience.

In our story in Luke 15:31, the father
says, “My son, you are always with me and
everything | have is yours.” The son had no
understanding of that “you are always with
me and everything | have is yours”. We don't
know what the next bit of the storyis because
Jesus didn't tell us the next bit of the story.
| think He left it to His audience to write the
next bit of this story. Did some of them get
some insight into the heart of the father?
Did some of them hear when he said, “You
are always with me and everything | have is
yours.” Jesus died for them as much as He
died for those who were the sinners and tax
collectors. And we know some of them came
to discover that from the evidence of later in
the gospels and in the Acts of the Apostles
as well.

Do you know the heart of the Father?
He's a good, good father. Some of us might
have difficulties in understanding because
of our own experience in our own earthly
father. For some of us, our earthly fathers
haven’t modelled very fully what the heart
of our heavenly Father is. But all of us can
come to know and experience the heart of
our Heavenly Father.



Just want to read a little bit of Psalm 103,
a beautiful psalm that gives us a description
of the heart of God, the heart of our Heavenly
Father. He says, “Praise the Lord, my soul; all
my inmost being, praise His most holy name.
Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not
all His benefits—who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases, who redeems
your life from the pit and crowns you with
love and compassion, who satisfies your
desires with good things so that your youth
is renewed like the eagle’s. ” Jesus said, “If
a son asked his father for bread, would he
give him a stone? Not even an earthly father
does that. How much more will your Father
in heaven give good things to those who ask
Him?” | just remember the experience | had
three times as an earthly father holding a
precious little bundle of life in my hands,
when it was small enough to be just held in
two hands and the sense of love, compassion
and care that flowed out naturally for those
little children. I'm just an earthly father
with all of my imperfections and failures as
the father. | know the pale reflection of the
Heavenly Father's love is awesome. Back
to Psalm 103, He says in verse 6, “The Lord
works righteousness and justice for all the
oppressed. He made known His ways to
Moses, His deeds to the people of Israel:
The Lord is compassionate and gracious,
slow to anger, abounding in love.” You know
the commandments He gave, the rules He set
out in the Old Testament were done out of
love. There were commandments we might
call ceremonial, that were there to give a
picture of what He was going to accomplish
in Jesus. There were those that we might call
“the moral laws” that were to give ways of
living that made for justice and compassion
in a society. If you go back to 1500BC when
the law first came through Moses and look
at the society that lived around that time,
you marvel at the compassion, justice and
goodness of God that reflected in the law.
But none of that can really be appreciated

outside the relationship with the Father.
That's why Jesus said, “The whole of
the law can be summed up in these two
commandments: love the Lord your God with
all your heart and love your neighbour as
yourself. These hang all of the laws and the
Commandments and the prophets.” It says
in verse 9 of Psalm 103, “He will not always
accuse, nor will he harbor His anger forever;
He does not treat us as our sins deserve or
repay us according to our iniquities. For as
high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is His love for those who fear Him;
as far as the east is from the west, so far
has He removed our transgressions from us.
As a father has compassion on his children,
so the Lord has compassion on those who
fear Him; for He knows how we are formed,
He remembers that we are dust.” Verse 17,
“But from everlasting to everlasting the
Lord's love is with those who fear Him.”
What a Father! What a love! One who has
compassion, one who is a very purposeful
teacher, one who disciplines and trains and
prepares us for a glorious destiny, one who
is faithful and keeps His promises, one who
loves a relationship with us, one who loves
to party with His children, one who delights
in His children.

Sometimes it's hard for us to understand
the joy and delights that the Heavenly Father
has in you and in me as His children. Some
of us need to allow Him to show us that. You
just don't know how much your Father loves
you and delights in you because He sees you
through a particular lens. Forget what other
people said about you. When He sees you,
He sees you as someone made in His image,
uniquely gifted by Him, uniquely created by
Him, withaunique set of gifts and personality
that He made for you. And He sees you more
than that, through the lens of Jesus and
what Jesus did on the cross. If you are one
who has reached out to Jesus and received
Him as your Saviour, He sees beyond all
those imperfections and shortcomings. He
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sees you with the righteousness of Jesus.
He sees beyond your present struggles and
your present steps toward Him. He sees His
own completed work which is perfect and
beautiful. That's why He says in Zephaniah
3:17, because of what He sees, because of
the lens through which He looks, there is
a delight that He has in you and in me and
some of us find it different to understand,
“The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty
Warrior who saves. He will take great delight
in you; in His love He will no longer rebuke
you, but will rejoice over you with singing.”
Sometimes we just need to quiet ourselves
in His presence; put aside other voices and
other things people have said and hear what
our Heavenly Dad has to say. If you do that,
you will hear “You are precious. You are
loved. You bring joy to my heart.” You hear
Him singing over you.

Do you know your Father? He loves to
be known. At least one of his sons began to
know what his father was really like. Some
of the audience who were able to relate to
the second son began to understand. Jesus
said through the father to that second son,
“You are always with me and everything |
have is yours.” Isn't that an amazing thing
for our Heavenly Father to say to you and
to me? We are not always conscious of His
presence. Sometimes we think He's far away.
He says, “You are always with me”. Where
can we go from His presence? Can you get
on a plane and go up in the air and get away
from Him? Can you get onto a submarine and
get into the water and get away from Him?
Can you get into your car and drive for days
into the outback and get away from Him?
I'm paraphrasing one of the Psalms. Now He
says, “You are always with me”. And if you
don't appreciate what He means, your life is
like the wasteful second son. He goes on to
say, “Everything | have is yours.”  don't think
we begin to understand what that means.
Let me restate that. | think we begin to
understand what it means but | don’t think

we understand fully what it means. There was
a feast that the first son and the second son
were invited to. All of what was on his table
was symbolic of what the father has given to
his sons. It says we've been blessed with all
spiritual blessingsin heavenly placesinJesus.
If we are a child of God, we are an inheritor
of all that He has. That includes what was
symbolized by that ring, His authority. Jesus
said some amazing things. He said to His
children, “Whatever you bind on earth will
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose
on earth will be loosed in heaven.” (Matthew
16:19) Do you understand the authority that
you have in the name of Jesus? In the end of
Matthew 28, Jesus said to His disciples, “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Therefore you go in my name.
You go make disciples of all nations. You
have my authority.” You know the Roman
centurion said, “I am a man under authority,
therefore | can direct people where to go.”
He understood that he was part of a chain
of command that went all the way back to
Caesarin Rome. Herecognized that Jesus had
authority that went all the way back to Father
God in heaven. Because Jesus was under
His father's authority, He had authority. He
could set the prisoners free. He could bind
demonic activity. He could bring healing to
the sick. He could open the eyes of the blind.
He could bring understanding and revelation
of the incredible truth because He worked
under His father's authority. Jesus says, “All
authority is given to me, and therefore you
go in my name.” It's an amazing authority
we have got as children of God. We need to
discover more of what that means.

| just want to share a little verse in
Deuteronomy 28. God shares the blessings
that He has given to his people. And He says,
if you fully obey and carefully follow His
commands, these are the blessings that will
flow out of that. Now we have a far greater
understanding of what it means to obey His
commands under the New Covenant that we



have. When we come to Jesus and receive
Him as our saviour, we enter a realm to all His
inheritance that is all associated with that.
All of the blessing is our inheritance. Down
in verse 13, it says, “The Lord will make you
the head, not the tail.” So, He is saying, “You
are not the victim. You are not the tail. You
are the head.” You know you and | as God’s
children, we are not at the mercy of our
circumstances, and we are not at the mercy
of what the world has thrown onto us. If you
think of Joseph, for example, just toillustrate
what | am going to say, Joseph in the Old
Testament. When he was a young man, God
gave him a dream that showed him he was
the head, not the tail. God showed him that
he was going to be a source of blessing to
his family. He did not fully understand fully
what it means. I'm quite sure, at that time.
But they were going to honour him, and they
were going to receive from him the blessing
of the care and the provision that he was
going to provide for them. Joseph was not
particularly wise in what he did with that
revelation. Not long after that he found
himself in a pit into which his brothers had
thrown him before they sold him as a slave.
He had been in those circumstances that he
was still the head, not the tail. God was still
with him. He was sold into slavery in Egypt.
You could say circumstances weren’t very
good. But God was with him and he was the
head, not the tail. He prospered, he was
promoted, and his gifting was recognized.
God's presence with him brought blessing
to the people he was amongst. But then a
circumstance conspired against him and
it seems he was now in prison. But still he
was the head, not the tail. God was with
him. God blessed him and brought blessing
to those who around him because of God's
presence with him. In the fullness of time,
he was in command, on the throne, second
to Pharaoh, ruling over Egypt. Part of our
inheritance is to be the head, not the tail.
Whatever our circumstance is, it's not to be

a victim because He says, “You are always
with me. My presence shall go with you.”
His promise to us is not in the absence of
any challenges, trouble or trials, but the
presence of God, the presence of a loving
Father, who gives us His victory, who takes
us above our circumstances, who makes us
the head, not the tail.

So, my question this morning is: do you
know your Father? Do you really know Him
and what He is like? I've spent the last 50 or
more years getting to know Him, and | tell
you | want to know Him better. He's a good,
good father. Do you know who you are as a
child of such a father? Do you know what
it is to be blessed with everything that He
has? His gifts and His authority, His victory.
That's a lifelong exploration, isn’t it? It's an
ongoing sense of wonder as we make new
discoveries, new discoveries about the depth
of His love, new discoveries about whom we
are in Jesus.

Let's pray. Father, we want to thank you
for your amazing love. We want to thank
you that there is no sin that's too great to
receive your forgiveness. There is no loss
that's so great that cannot be recovered. We
thank you that you said, we are always with
you and all you have is ours. Lord, we pray
that you will take us into an ongoing walk
with you that gives us great understanding
of who you are and who we are in you. May
all we do be out of a sense of relationship
with you. Deliver us from going through any
motions that are outside a relationship with
you. We thank you that in your presence
thereis fullness of joy; at your right hand are
pleasures forevermore. In Jesus’ wonderful
name. Amen.
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Christian Assembly of Sydney

119 Boundary St (enter via Moore 5t)
East Roseville, NSW 2069

02 9882 3363
www.christianassembly.com.au

AMEEBAREEREEFE

10:00-10:15

10:30-11:30

10:30-11:30

11:30-12:45

13:30-15:00

HEES Prayer Meeting

BEiEs The Lord's Table

e Gospel Forum

EEEs Message Meeting

h/EELZH  Bible Study (Chi/Eng)






