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But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.

Galatians fn5: 22 - 23
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Tony Morgan

God is good. There's a saying, "God is
good all the time, and all the time, God is
good." That's true. Psalms 34:8 says, "Taste
and see that the Lord is good." If you can't
say that from the depth of your heart, then my
encouragement this morning is "taste and see
that the Lord is good". We are encouraged to
experience God to taste Him. Seeing speaks
of perception, realising that comes from the
tasting.

God is so good. And I think we don't fully
appreciate just how good he is. But as we
reflect on what He has done, that's a starting
point. As we count our blessings, that's a good
starting point. But God is so good. If you were



here a little earlier while the breaking of bread
was taking place, you would have reflected on
the greatness of His love for us. If you've been
reflecting on the message of Christmas over
this last week, you would have been thinking of
something incredibly wonderful. The God who
created the universe should love us enough
that He would become a man to rescue us.
Such amazing love. God is good.

Back in Exodus chapter 33, I want to take
us to a little passage there, where Moses was
having a conversation with God. God had been
telling Moses that He was going to lead, His
people into the Promised Land. And this was a
land that was an amazing place. God promise it
was a land flowing with milk and honey, where
everything that the people needed would be
made available to them: food to eat that would
be growing out of the ground and from the
trees, great mineral wealth to be dug out of the
ground. It was a reflection of God's goodness
towards his people and a picture to us of
what God has prepared for us in Jesus. Moses
said, "Above everything else, we need Your
presence, Lord." And then Moses had a request
for God. He said, "Lord, show me Your glory."
Moses already had a number of encounters
with God at that point. You remember he had
seen a burning bush that burned, but the bush
wasn't consumed because it was God Himself
who was that fire that he was seeing. When
I say it was God Himself, it was part of a
manifestation of God's power that Moses was
seeing. And sometime later after they'd come
out of Egypt-not long before these passages
that we're just reading-God had taken Moses
up onto Mt. Sinai. And the glory of God came
down on that mountain; there was lightning
and thunder, and the whole place shook with
the presence of God. So Moses already had
experiences of God revealing Himself. But there
was something in Moses that wanted more.
In Exodus 33:18-19, Moses said, "Now show
me Your glory." And then the Lord said, "I will
cause all my goodness to pass in front of you,
and I will proclaim my name, the Lord, in your
presence." You notice Him saying, "I will cause
all my goodness pass before you. "To really
see the glory of God is to see the goodness of

God. That's why I say I don't think any of us
have yet fully seen how amazing and immense
and far-reaching the goodness of God is. Then
God hid Moses in a cleft in a rock and let His
glory pass by, and He gave him some glimpse
into the goodness of God. God is so good.

We sometimes get caught up in the
circumstances around us, and they can seem
overwhelming. I'm not sure as you look back
on 2018, whether there are things where there
have been disappointments, where there have
been prayers not yet answered. But there is one
reality to hold onto, and that is God is good. As
we look ahead into 2019, the one certain hope
we have to hold onto is that God is good. You
know, when they were going into the land, there
were challenges that they were going to be
facing. Somebody once said, "wherever there
are milk and honey, there are bulls and bees".
For them to experience all of the goodness of
God, these were to be made available to them.
They were going to encounter challenges.
And they were going to have to trust God and
take hold of His promises and enter into them.
And God in His goodness was going to enable
them to do that. There is a little passage in
Exodus 23 where the Lord says in verses 28-
30, "I will send the hornet ahead of you to
drive the Hivites, Canaanites and Hittites out
of your way. But I will not drive them out in a
single year, because the land would become
desolate and the wild animals too numerous
for you. Little by little I will drive them out
before you, until you have increased enough
to take possession of the land." Now there's an
important principle in there. On the one hand,
we need to understand God has prepared a
great inheritance for us, and that has been
given to us already. That is to experience all
that God has on his heart for us. Now, if you
haven't yet experienced God's goodness, the
invitation is to taste and see that He is good.
If you haven't yet said "Yes" To the Lord Jesus
who gave His life to you and says "Come to
me", then that's the first step to start to taste
and to see that He is good. And when we first
do that, we have this wonderful experience
that our sins are forgiven. And that we now
have full free access into the presence of God.
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But that's a starting point. Jesus said, "Do not
be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been
pleased to give you the kingdom." (Luke12:32)
We have a father who wants to lavish His gifts
upon us. But for us to be able to enter into
all that He has for us, there's a process. God
needs to strengthen us and strengthen our faith
and enlarge our capacity to receive all that He
has for us. In the passage we've just read, the
Lord said that little by little He would drive out
the enemies before them. They didn't have the
capacity to take the whole of the land in one
go. Part of God's goodness is that He's a loving
father who knows how to train and discipline
when necessary and prepare His children to
receive all that He has for them.

One of the things I want to touch on this
morning is the discipline of God. Because
those He loves He disciplines. But we need
revelation to fully understand what "discipline"
means from God's perspective. As soon as I
mentioned the word "discipline", I imagine
there are all sorts of connotations that come
into people's minds based on their own
experiences of growing up. Some of us were
blessed with parents who were very skilful and
reflected God's heart in the way they trained
and disciplined and brought us up, and some
of us had very different experiences that give
us a certain concept that what God is like as a
father. You know Jesus said in John 15 "I am
the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.
He cuts off every branch in me that bears no
fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit
he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful."
And then He goes on in verse 3 to say "You
are already clean because of the word I have
spoken to you." The word "clean" in John 15:3
is actually the same root word in the original as
"prune". The pruning that Jesus is speaking of
is the pruning that he does. Primarily from my
experience and primarily from what I've seen
of the Gospels, I want to touch on one example
of it, which is primarily from His word.

Please turn to Luke 9. I want to go through
some experiences that reflected the way that
Jesus disciplined His disciples. And it was to
enlarge them to make them able to enter into

all that He had for them. You know, those of
us who are fathers and mothers, we have a
little reflection in our hearts of how God loves
His children. Back in Matthew 7, Jesus said:
"Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will
give him a stone?" We who are parents love
our children, and we want good things for our
children. And Jesus said If you being sinful still
have that heart, how much more does your
Heavenly Father want good things for His
children. But a wise and loving father knows
how to bring his children into those things that
he has for them.

When our first son was 3-years-old, we
wanted to teach him about money and the use
of money, because he's not very mature or
able to handle much when it comes to money.
We wanted him to learn about money, so we
said to him "you are old enough now to start
to have some pocket money." And this was in
the days when we still had one-cent coins. So
I took three one-cent coins and said, "this is
going to be your pocket money." There are
three coins because there are three things
that we do with money. The first one is we
give back to God because everything comes
from Him. The second one we save, because it
will be something in the future that's going to
cost more than one cent, so we need to start
saving. And the third one is to spend on things
we need or want. We wanted our son to learn
right from the very beginnings that there are
three purposes of money: to give back to God,
to save and to spend. We have to start with
something very small because he wasn't able
to cope with anything more than that. And as
he grew, he learned that those were the three
things you do with money. When he was 15-
year-old, he wanted to go on a mission trip
to Romania. And that was going to cost quite
a lot of money for the airfare and the travel.
But he had been learning the lessons over the
last 12 years, and he was ready for more to
be poured out. So we said to him "We'll give
you half the cost, but you'll need to work and
earn enough for the other half." We loved the
fact that he wanted to go on this trip because
his heart was to serve. But we didn't just want
to make it so easy that there wasn't work



for him to do as part of that. So we had this
conversation with plenty of time to go before
he had to leave on the trip. And then several
weeks before it was time to go and the money
had to be paid, he came to us and reminded us
of that conversation. And he said, "You know
I've been able to earn a whole lot, so you don't
need to pay the other half." You know the joy
that gives to the father's and mother's hearts
when their son says something like that. So
we said "That's wonderful! What we'll do is the
other money that was earmarked for you-you
can take with you to Romania. And you can
talk to God about how you can bless people
over there with the use of that money. One
request is you talk it through with the leader
of this team just for maturity and wisdom in
knowing how to best use it. But it's your choice
as to how that's going to be used." And into his
20s, we as parents were able to help him buy
a house because we knew that he was ready
to take on that responsibility and the heart
was there. That was going to use whatever
gifts were given in a good way. My point is our
hearts as parents were always to lavish. All
that was in our power to lavish on our children.
But wisdom was to help them to grow and
develop both the heart to be responsible with
what they had and the skills to use it well. You
know there is no good thing that the Lord will
hold back from those that walk up brightly. But
He needs to train us, develop us and discipline
us so that we can use what He wants to pour
out on us in ways that will glorify Him and be
a blessing to others. Here I used an example
with money just as an illustration. That's much
more than just money. God's plan for us as his
children is to make a difference to the world
around us. He wants to bless us so we can be
a blessing; He wants us to be part of extending
the kingdom of heaven upon earth. And part of
His goodness is to prepare us and discipline us
and train us to do that.

When we talk about discipline, we need
to understand that God is good. I work in the
insurance industry, and a lot of what I do
involves helping people to recover from losses
of hand from fires or cyclones or storms. And
there's a phrase that sometimes used in the

insurance industry that says "Acts of God",
which means "the things that God does". The
implication is that the things that cause people
loss are things that God has done to them, e.g.
the fire that calms, the storm that hits-that is
an action of God. As if there's an angry god
out to punish them. There is a wrong theology
that lies behind that. God is sovereign, but a
lot of things happen on this earth are not the
acts of God, or they're not necessarily the will
of God. I wrote an article a few years ago in an
insurance industry publication which just dealt
with that concept of Acts of God and pointed
out that some of the things He was being
blamed for actually the acts of men. In fact, if
you go right back to the theological foundation
of Genesis 3, you will discover that it was a
choice of humankind that put this whole world
out of balance.

Back in Luke 9, Jesus sent out his 12
disciples. It says in verse 1. Jesus had called
the twelve together. He gave them power and
authority to drive out all demons and to cure
diseases. And He sent them out to preach the
Kingdom of God and to heal the sick. So they
were to take this message that Jesus Himself
had been both speaking and demonstrating.
They were to take that message out themselves
into the villagers. Now you might say that
Jesus was running a bit of a risk in giving
these young men the power and the authority
that He gave them. Because as we see later
in the chapter, there was still some pruning
that Jesus was going to have to do with the
disciples to make them fully, ready to take
on all of that power and authority. But Jesus
took that risk and sent them out. They had an
amazing time sharing the message that Jesus
had given them and actually seeing His power
in operation-they heal the sick; they drove out
demons. They came back with excitement and
stories to share about what they had seen and
what had happened. In Luke 10 with a smile
on His face, Jesus said: "do not rejoice that
the spirits submit to you but rejoice that your
names are written in heaven." That's it; that's
the real thing; that's the celebration for you
to have. But let me fast forward in Luke 9:46-
an argument started among the disciples as to
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which of them would be the greatest. I wonder
where that sort of argument sprang from; I
wonder if in part it came out of the different
stories they had when they had gone out.
They'd gone out two by two, so there were ten
who hadn't actually seen what any other two
had seen. Perhaps one of them said, "Wow,
how we commanded ten demons to leave this
person and I went". And another said, "Wow,
we saw this person who had been lame from
birth, and we spoke 'healing to him in the
name of Jesus' and he walked again!" Now
I'm speculating here a little bit. But you would
start to wonder where this conversation and
this argument they were having had actually
come from. And this is where discipline was
revealed; this is where pruning happened;
this is where Jesus had to correct them firmly
and clearly. Because if that branch were to
continue to grow, it would mean there would
be no real fruit on that tree. Because this was
right against the principle of the Kingdom of
God: "the greatest among you should be like
the youngest". And Jesus had to do some
pruning. And Jesus took a little child -many
of us know the story of what he said to them,
He said you've got to be like a little child. He
disciplined them by His words.

Now, going right along in Luke 9:49, there
was some more discipline needed. "Master,
" said John, "we saw someone driving out
demons in your name and we tried to stop
him, because he is not one of us." It was as
if John was saying "Okay, we get what you've
taught us that we're not greater than each
other. We're all equal. But we're better than
them because we're part of your team." There
was an elite ism a sense of superiority that
had to be pruned. And Jesus was saying to
them what that person is doing in the name
of Jesus is okay. In Luke 9:50 "Do not stop
him, " Jesus said, "for whoever is not against
you is for you." Some pruning was needed.
Instantly, that's a significant thing for the body
of Christ to learn that, just because somebody
is not part of our church or our denomination
doesn't mean that the Holy Spirit is not able
to work with them and amongst them and be
comfortable with them. And one of the greatest

strategies of the enemy to stop the body of
Christ fulfilling its mission is to sow those seeds
of elite ism and superiority and dissension that
has Christians opposing each other more than
opposing the enemy that is pressing the world.
And I speak from experience of where God has
had to discipline me when that Spirit has been
expressed from more now.

As the time approached for Him to be
taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for
Jerusalem. And he sent messengers on ahead,
who went into a Samaritan village to get things
ready for him; but the people there did not
welcome him, because he was heading for
Jerusalem. When the disciples James and John
saw this, they asked, "Lord, do you want us
to call fire down from heaven to destroy them
(just as Elijah did)?" (Luke 9:51-55, NIV)

But He turned and rebuked them, and
said, "You do not know what manner of spirit
you are of. For the Son of Man did not come
to destroy men's lives but to save them." And
they went to another village. (Luke 9:55-56,
NKJIV)

So who did Jesus rebuke? It wasn't the
Samaritans in that village; it was his disciples.
Now what those Samaritans in that village did
was terribly wrong. If anyone should have
been grateful to Jesus, that was all Samaritans.
Jesus had already reached out to the Samaritan
woman. He had cut across the prejudice that
the Jewish people had for the Samaritans.
Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem to give His
life for those people as indeed He was giving
His life for you and for me as well. But these
people dismissed him: Who is this man? He's
not welcomed here. Now you can understand
why James and John said what they said. But
how different to the principles of the Kingdom
of Heaven that Jesus was unfolding; how
different were those principles to what they
were proposing. You know Jesus didn't come
into the world to condemn the world. This is not
the day of judgment; this is the year of jubilee;
this is the acceptable year of the Lord; this
is the day of salvation. The enemy is the one
who comes to steal and kill and destroy. These
disciples had been given power and authority



by Jesus, not to wreak vengeance and to send
out punishment on people, but to deal with the
enemy. They had to learn that God is good. He
has come that these people might have life and
have it abundantly. But isn't it wonderful the
way Jesus did His disciplining and His enlarging
of these disciples?

now God has put enormous authority into
our hands as his children. After Jesus had risen
from the dead, and before He descended into
heaven, He said all power and all authority is
given to me. You go therefore into the whole
world and make disciples of all nations. He was
giving us authority in His name. He has already
given us so much, but He needs to discipline,

w u

Opening Prayer: Heavenly father, we thank
you for the living Lord Jesus. Thank you for his
mission to bring people from every language
and nation into his kingdom. We thank you for
the unstoppable gospel. We thank you for the
church triumphant We thank you this morning
that we can turn to your word and see what
you want to speak into our lives. We pray that
you will show us how to live our lives by faith
and trust in the Lord Jesus. We thank you in
the Lord Jesus Christ’s name, Amen

This morning we want to look at the topic
of ‘Faith and the Future’. Faith and your future.
How you will live your life. At every stage,
trusting in the Lord Jesus. So the reading is

enlarge and enable us to use that in a way that
really reflects His heart and His goodness. The
more we allow Him to do that, the more He
can use us.

God is good. Just as I wrap up this morning,
I want to encourage you to taste and see that
He is good. And I'll be bold enough to say that
His goodness exceeds anything that any of us,
including myself, have really yet seen in its
fullness. But God loves to pour out gifts upon
his children in order to enable us to make a
difference to the world around us. And in the
midst of whatever circumstances we're going
through, God is good.

from Hebrews Chapter 11.

“Now faith is confidence in what we hope
for and assurance about what we do not see.
This is what the ancients were commended
for.” (Hebrews 11:1-2)

We can see in this passage 5 aspects of
faith that relate to Moses. They cover from his
birth right through to the time of his death. It
is a way of telling us that we are meant to be
continuing in the faith right throughout the
stages and circumstances of our life. We want
to explore that together this morning. In the
next slide, we are reminded to continued to
run in a marathon even when he was injured.
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We learn of a man, John Steven Ackhwari who
was from Tanzania. In the 1968 Olympic games
in Mexico he was in a marathon race. It was a
long distance 42 Kilometres. The race started
with 75 competitors. Tanzania is a very low
country, very low above sea level. But Mexico
is very high. When the race was around 19
Kilometres in, the athletes are trying to get
a good position so they can finish well. But
Ackhwari fell and hit the pavement very hard.
He damaged his shoulder, he dislocated his
knee, but he got up and continued on. A man
from Ethiopia won the race in 2h and 20min.
But more than 1h later, Ackhwari came into
the stadium which was almost empty. Many
people had gone home. The sun was setting.
But he came in and the people clapped him
because he finished the race. One journalist
took the video crew to have an interview
with him. He said to Ackhwari, why did you
continue? He is not really running properly,
he is walking and stumbling. He said, my
country did not send me 5000 miles to start
the race, my country sent me 5000 miles to
finish the race. Even in the Beijing Olympics,
this athlete that came last was honoured
because he persevered. Our message today is
that we are to continue in the faith at every
stage and in every circumstance. God has not
called you just to start the race, but to finish
the race, regardless of difficulty. So, he tells
to be prepared for problems, be prepared for
opposition. Deuteronomy chapter 34:10 tells
us what God’s command for Moses was at the
end of his life. This is like an epitaph for us
to read. 'Since then, no prophet has risen in
Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face
to face, who did all those signs and wonders
the Lord sent him to do in Egypt—to Pharaoh
and to all his officials and to his whole land.
For no one has ever shown the mighty power
or performed the awesome deeds that Moses
did in the sight of all Israel.’

So this chapter 11 in Hebrews is like the
hall of fame. Some of you know that in Bowral
there is a museum to honour Sir Donald
Bradman the cricketer. Many Nations have

a way of honouring those who do their best
and achieve highly. That might be in music,
science, arts, sports, it might be in many ways.
But Hebrews 11 is the way that God honours
people with faith. We have outstanding people
like Abraham and Sarah, but also we have
rahab the prostitute, we have Sampson with
his failings, but all of these people continued
and learned how to trust God. So when we
come to the life of Moses, we are getting a
picture of the whole of his life. His birth and
how he became a prince in the palace, then
how he had to flee in the desert and live 40
years as a shepherd, and then as the leader
of Israel and leading them into the promised
land. So we have the whole of Moses’ life from
birth to age 120. His story is written for us to
see that we need to continue into the faith at
every stage of life.

In chapter 11 verses 20-24, we read of
the faith of his parents, many here Christian
and believing parents. The writer of Hebrews
wants us to know that that is a wonderful
heritage, but for Moses’ mother and father,
Amram and Jochebed, this is very difficult
because they are slaves in Egypt. The Pharaoh
had decreed that all of the boys under 2
would be killed because the Israelite nation
was expanding very quickly in slavery. But
these Jewish parents believed that God had
a purpose for this child. Somehow their faith
saw a potential in this boy that nobody else
could see. And so they hid the child. This was
a great risk. Both their faith involves deciding
every decision about this child. Most parents
take a very keen interest in protecting and
preparing their children for the future. There’s
much aim for a healthy child, an educated
child, a successful child. Jochebed and Amram
are also wanting that. But it is different is
that they are seeing through the eyes of God.
They have eyes of faith! You may have all the
health, education and success for the child
in mind, but without faith, you will still miss
God’s highest purpose. Let us think about
how they prepared this child’s future. The
basket was woven, the sister Miriam, maybe



just 9 or 10 years of age, was watching. They
are observing the routine, the bathing, of
pharaoh's daughter, the princess. They are
very seriously looking to protect this boy. And
God in his sovereign way turned the heart
of this princess to give him under the care
of Jochebed the mother. It would seem that
they had the privilege of the four five years
of age to have the care of this child with the
family. They trained and grounded Moses in
those young years in the God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, the God that has a purpose
for his children. You probably know parents
that are very anxious about the future of
their children. So very early in life they are
getting educational help already. But what a
tragedy if the foundations of God’s word are
not laid in those years? We understand that
in Proverbs 22:6 it says to start children off
on the way they should go, and even when
they are old they will not turn from it. For
the Jewish people, the midwives used to take
some crushed dates and rub the gum inside the
baby’s mouth. Maybe Chinese midwives would
have rubbed mango. The significance of that
was that the midwives was trying to create
that thirst, to drink from the mother and to
learn. And so for Jochebed and Amram, what
are they doing? They are creating a thirst in
the life of Moses, so they he would want to
know the God of the patriarchs.

So when we come to verse 24-26 we
discover Moses, now at a mature age is
prepared to make some difficult choices.
When I was almost 15 years of age was
the first time I understood the gospels and
accepted Christ as my saviour. But then I
very soon had to make a difficult decision.
I had begun to teach Sunday school, but I
was doing very successfully in rugby league.
At the age of 16 I was representing NSW in
games against Queensland. Very big game.
But what was going to take the first place? My
local competition changed from Saturday to
Sunday. Maybe you have had to face similar
things. For a 15 year old that is a difficult
decision. But it is an important decision that

began to put me on the path of walking by
faith. And discovering that my relationship
with God has its rewards in God’s time. So
you see that faith has to be an active thing.
We need to engage with the whole of life with
a faith perspective. And you can see in these
verses some very strong active words that
describe Moses’ choice. We see by faith Moses
when he had grown refused v25 he chose v
26 regarded v26 again looking ahead for the
reward and v 27 persevered. Moses was being
groomed to be the next ruler of Egypt. But
the accountable age of 40 he has to make a
decision. He has had the highest privileges
and opportunities available. He would have
been brought up with the knowledge of the
Temple of the Sun, which archeologists say
was an oxford education. He had studied as a
student in sciences, in medicine, astronomy,
chemistry, law and the arts. Not only a student
but a soldier he knew about war strategies
and outside of the scriptures scholars say led
triumphant army over Ethiopians at the age of
30. This was a significant choice.

Today each one of us here has a serious
decision to make that which we identify with
this world or with Christ the crucified son of
God. The parents heritage he received was
a wonderful foundation, but ultimately we
have to do like he did and that is make a
person faith commitment to Jesus Christ. The
third point that we come to is that Moses
endured through faith when he could not see.
What would his future be without being the
prince in the palace? How could he live now
outside the future that pharaoh was offering
him? It is very difficult for all of us when we
are setting up a good future with security,
with promotion prospects to walk away from
those things and surrender them to God’s
direction. AT the age of 41 I sensed that
God’s calling was to resign from the company
that I was working with. It took me 1 year
to wrestle with the fact that I had become
attached to the company benefits, the car and
the benefits that were there. And very big
struggle- what would my wife think? So which
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is most difficult- the wife or the boss? You can
have that conversation when you get home. I
realised that I had become attached to these
benefits and to these wonderful things. How
would life change, were would finance come
from? I am not at the age of pension at 41.
God has blessed me with a wife that with me,
has had a personal journey of faith and with
me is able to sacrifice. What do you do when
you don't have the finance for your son’s
education who wants to be a doctor? What do
you do when you are serving in a church that
can't provide full living cost for you? And the
time for the marriage for your daughter comes
around and you don’t have the money to pay
for the wedding? God is faithful. We have
been trained not to expect an easy life. Have
you embraced that reality that God calls you
to be his disciple, to live sacrificially, and to
live by faith in his promises? So how is it that
our son became general practitioner and now
emergency doctor at john hunter in Maitland?
When he auditioned for a scholarship, he was
given 90% discount How did the daughter’s
wedding take place? We had not spoken to
anybody but somebody gave the money for
that to happen. Why am I telling these stories?
Because we are not great people. We struggle
through many stages of life. But as we put
our trust in God, he proves to be faithful.
We are not giving up. I wonder if you're
facing some difficult circumstances. Maybe
there’s some disruption within the family,
maybe even some children going astray?
Maybe you're facing health issues as an older
person? Maybe like my wife and I- memory
is not so good. When we face the reality that
life is changing and we can’t do as we used
to do? What does the bible have to say to
us? Continue in faith. We may have to wrestle
with issues of pride, we may have to wrestle
with issues of misunderstanding or maybe
having a much simpler lifestyle. How do you
make those decisions? The bible would tell
us- by faith in God. This is not empty, make-
believe, that is dealing practically with every
stage and circumstances of our life- believing
that just because I can’t doesn’t mean that

God can't.

The fourth point is that Moses’ faith
allowed him to trust God when he didn't
understand. Can you imagine this man, coming
to the 10th plague in Egypt when Pharaoh has
said ‘you cannot leave Egypt’. And God said
to everyone who takes the blood and puts it
on the doorposts you will be protected from
death and you will go out free. If Moses was
thinking in a secular way- ‘*how stupid would
that look’? But was God’s promise true, was
it fulfilled? Did it happen? You and I living
in a secular society that is turning their back
on God, turning their back on his promises of
the bible? What would your choice be in these
situations. So we see that Moses has grown in
his faith step by step. After deliverance from
Egypt he is facing the Red Sea. The Red Sea
blocking the way forward from the future.
Pharaoh’s army now pursuing from behind. It
looked impossible. Do you know God allows
impossible circumstances to come into our
life because he wants to be involved in every
circumstance in our life and we need to learn
to trust him. In 1976 Pauline and I had made
preparations to go to India. After serving
there for some time we had to go from central
India to the east coast- Chennai. So at maybe
9:00 at night we were informed, no flights to
Chennai were running. You have to come back
in the morning. So returning to our room, it
looked like all of our plans had come to an
end. What can you do? That flight to Chennai
would then lead to Colombo to Sri Lanka. The
only thing we could do was to pray and to
read the Psalms and be encouraged that God
is in control. So we went back to the airport in
the morning only to hear the same message-
‘no flights to Chennai, Monsoon rains are
flooding.’ So this represents a crisis for us. We
decided that we would stay and that somehow
we would get there. Almost everybody had
gone home, we stayed there- we looked very
foolish. But later in the afternoon, our Indian
friend said 'I think something is happening’.
As it happened, cricketers needed to go to
Chennai. And some VIPs. In a very kind way,



we got to Chennai. We were not cricketers, we
were not VIPs. Friends that doesn’t happen all
the time. But when by faith we pray and make
plan that we believe to be in God’s will, he
can do things to make it happen.

We come to the fifth and the last point
we want to look at this morning and that was
by faith, Moses learned to stand still and let
God work. You and I are living in a culture
that builds up our ego and our pride to
believe that we are equipped to do anything
and everything and that we are capable of
everything required. It projects the idea that
God is no longer relevant. Because you can do
everything, you are like god now. That was
the challenge that Moses and the Israelites
faced when coming to the Red sea, they can do
nothing. So the danger now is that they would
be paralysed by fear. Fear and frustration
lead us to irrational and extreme actions.
There are many youth in Australia who feel
frustrated, have no hope and are committing
suicide. God spoke to Moses and he stretched
out the rod, God opened the sea and they
went through on dry land. When the Egyptian
army attempted to do that, they drowned. As
the people of God we are called to live by
faith and God does things that the world does
not believe. It was God’s commission that he
would go and tell Pharaoh- ‘let my people go
so that they might serve me.” Pharaoh refused
on every occasion. With greater hope he went
to the Israelite leaders and found complete
unbelief. This is a difficult situation but he is
learning to come back to God in prayer and
to trust his promises. To our elderly brothers
and sisters of whom I am one. Now I don't
have my birth certificate with me, and I don't
expect that you have yours with you either.
But if you do Mathematics from the 8/8/1946,
That will tell you in 24 day’s time I will be 73.
Now all of these young people may have used
a calculator on a mobile phone and found that
is correct. But as we are getting older we are
facing new circumstances and some of you
here are facing the fact that you have some
diagnosis that is not encouraging. It may

be a physical condition it may be a mental
condition. What will you do? What will I do?
This passage in Hebrews 11 encourages us
to look by faith into the future and trust God.
Yes, it may involve accommodation changes,
it may involve medical appointments, because
you are the generation that keeps the nation
running. Our passage tells us, ‘continue in
the faith, look to God for his provision, for
his hand upon your life for the future. History
tells us that God rewards faith. Salvation is
not a reward that leads us in a relationship
with God. But when we walk in faith and
obedience, God, has a way of confirming and
rewarding that faith. At the Passover, Israel
came out successfully. At the red sea, God
opened the waters for them to walk out. At
Jericho after marching around it for 7 days
the walls fell down. From the spies’ witness,
Rahab the prostitute became a part of God’s
family. Brothers and Sisters, God has got a
way of confirming and rewarding faith. I would
like to encourage you that we all be people
of faith. Faith that deals with life issues,
circumstances and stages as they come. Not
living in the past, having faith for the present,
but faith for our entire future. Hallelujah. God
is faithful.
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10:00-10:15

10:30-11:30

10:30-11:30

11:30-12:45

13:30-15:00

RHRE

R

ERES

h/REZ

Prayer Meeting

The Lord's Table

Gospel Forum

Message Meeting

Bible Study (Chi/Eng)





